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Victory! 

Change of 
heart to help 
students 
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Judith Judd and Lucy Ward 

Ministers last night backed down 
over plans to force most students tak- 
ing a gap year before university to 
pay tuition fees. The decision was 
announced as examination boards re- 
vealed record pass-rates for this 

« year's A-leveJ exams. 

The education minister Baroness 
. Blacks tone said that all 19,000 stu- 
dents who had received deferred of- 
fers of university places for 1998 
. would be exempt throughout their 
courses from the Government’s de- 
cision to charge £1 .000-a-year tuition 
fees and abolish maintenance grants. 

Ministers said at the weekend that 
only those students who did at least 
three months’ voluntary work would 
be exempt - around 2,000. But the 
announcement led to protests from 
charities, students and university 
administrators who predicted chaos 
as thousands of applicants tried to 
get into university this year. 

The National Union of Students 
said that it would back a legal chal- 
lenge on behalf of students taking a 
“gap year", claiming that it would be 
a breach of contract to charge them 
tuition fees. 

^ The change of heart came as the 
* annual scramble for university places 
began with the publication of this 
year’s A-levcl results, distributed to 
candidates today. The pass rale is up 
. by 1.3 per cent to 87.1 per cent, the 
16th successive rise. However, the 
percentage awarded an A grade has 
remained the same, ax 16 per cent. 


There is a strong case in natural justice 
that the 19,000 or so students accepted 
for 1998 were accepted on existing 
financial terms and should be allowed 
to matriculate on 1997's conditions. 

Yesterday’s Independent advice 

Students who have failed to get the 
grades they need to meet their con- 
ditional offers of places can enter the 
clearing process run by the Univer- 
sities and Colleges Admissions Ser- 
vice ( UCAS) which matches 
students to spare places. 

This morning there are 24,000 
courses with vacancies in British uni- 
versities and higher education colleges 
- an increase of 19 per cent on last 
year. The rise could be the result of 
an increase in the total number of 
courses. The biggest increase is in 
modem languages, which account for 
more -than 15 per cent of all vacan- 
cies, and in engineering and business. 

News of the improved pass-rate 
prompted the annual controversy 
over exam standards. The Institute 
of Management warned that em- 
ployers were increasingly concerned 
about the value of “Britain's gold 
standard." 

Bui Baroness Blackstone said: 
“We are absolutely committed to 
maintaining standards in all nation- 
al qualifications. There are rigorous 
procedures in place to ensure that 
standards are maintained between 
examinations boards, between sub- 
jects from year to year." 

The U-turn by ministers over 


gap-year students should make the 
clearing process less frenetic than had 
been expected. 

David Willetts, Conservative ed- 
ucation spokesman, said that the 
Government had conducted a “com- 
plete shambles. They began by de- 
nouncing people's concerns over 
this as scaremongering", he said. 
“Then they announced, on an unat- 
tribu table basis, a concession that 
turned out to be tiny. 

“They have caused unnecessary 
concern and anxiety to thousands of 
students by their incompetence." 

Government sources said that the 
decision had been taken “in the in- 
terests of fairness and administrative 
simplicity". They had always intend- 
ed to look at the issue but had no firm 
figures untfl last Friday. “We have lis- 
tened to representations made by in- 
dustry and voluntary groups. Hus is 
an example of a listening govern- 
ment," the sources said. 

But the national volunteer agency. 
Community Service Volunteers, 
called for a year's exemption from fees 
for every young person who invest- 
ed between four and twelve months 
in service to the community during a 
gap year. Ministers are understood to 
be considering the suggestion. 

David Hart, general secretary of 
the National Association of Head 
Teachers, who wrote to David Blun- 
kett, the Secretary of State for Ed- 
ucation, calling for a rethink over the 
fee waiver, welcomed the Govern- 
ment's announcement 

Letters, page 13 


Elvis in his nrime: and never published before 



Boy who would be King: Elvis Presley; who (Bed 20 years ago on Saturday; on a train tour soon after skiing with RCA records In 1956. This 
image has not been pubfished before outside the United States; Davfcf Usbome in Memphis, page 3 Alfred Wertjheimef/Contact Press/Colorific 


H Labour taskforce to help underclass 



— Donald MacIntyre 


• Tony Blair has taken a crucial 
; step towards restoring Labour’s 
^r laim to be a party for the poor 
jfc-? y ordering the establishment 
• "’of an unprecedented and high- 
• q powered unit to bring “the 
, underclass" back into main- 

• stream society. 

The Prime Minister’ s deci- 
' -son to draft high-flying dviJser- 

• van is from a wide range of 
' departments into the new unit, 
■ which will operate at Cabinet 

- : Office level represents the first 

concerted government effort 

- . ‘ to tackle the growing problems 

of those Labour refers to as the 
socially excluded. 

The new unit, which will report 
directly to Mr Blair, and wfll be 
announced by Peter Mandelson, 
minister without portfolio, today, 
represents a startlingly ambi- 
.• . tious effort to redeem the Prime 
^-Minister’s pledge to give new 

- "‘hope to the most disadvantaged 

in society. Mr Mandeban wfll ar- 

- • gue in his Ribian lecture today 

that Labour’s commitment to 
.'I those excluded from society gives 
•> the lie to criticisms like those of 
• ; Roy Hattersley, the former 

deputy party leader, that Labour 

; no longer believes in a more 
■' -• equal society. 

■- J The “Social Exclusion Unit , 

: as it will be known, whose es- 
tablishment has been the sutyect 
’ of intense activity in Whitehall 
7 since Mr Blair's post-election 
“one nation" speech at the 
Aylesbury estate in Southwark, 

south London, will be headed by 

; Robin Ybung. a senior deputy 
... secretary in the Cabinet Offices 
economic and domestic seerc- 


Mandelson launches fresh attack on BBC 


Labour's chief spin doctor Peter Mandel- 
son has launched a fresh attack on BBC 
journalists in the wake of on-air dashes be- 
tween him and broadcasters over claims 
rhar he had manipulated the media, writes 
Donald Mein tyre. 

In an interview with The Independent 
today he says: “There are as many macho 
BBC editors manipulating the news as 
there are party spin doctors, and as for 
some of the political correspondents they 
are vaulting over each other in their am- 
bition to take Robin Oakley’s job. [Oak- 
ley is the BBC’s Political Editor] Hopefully 
Robin will be around for a long time." 

Mr Mandelson (pictured) accused the 



BBC correspondent John Sopel who sug- 
gested publicly that he had been actively 
encouraged to pursue the story about an themselves.' 


investigation into the leaking of classified 
information to Chris Patten’s biographer 
Jonathan Dimbleby, of “vanity broad- 
casting". And he strongly defended his con- 
duct of a combative interview with BBC 
Radio 4’s World at One, when he asked: 
“Why should we accept the BBC’s agen- 
da,' which is essentially about itself and its 
own preoccupation with Itself and my role, 
at the expense of the listeners’ interest in 
the Government’s record?” 

Mr Mandelson said: “You don't usual- 
ly make converts when you take on a BBC 
interviewer but my postbag suggests the 
public likes poli ricians who stand up for 


tariaL The Prime Minister 
pledged in that speech that 
there would be “no forgotten 
people in the Britain I want to 
build" and added that he was de- 
termined to turn round the 
“dead weight of low expecta- 
tions, the crushing belief that 
things cannot get better.” 

With a heavy emphasis on 
preventing social exclusion, 
rather than merely ameliorat- 
ing its effects, the unit will be 
given exceptional dout as it will : 
be able to stake a claim for 


funds freed up by government 
department spending reviews 
ordered throughout Whitehall. 

The formation of the unit, 
which will work closely with the 
No 10 Policy Unit, wiU initial- 
ly target those issues where 
minsters and officials believe 
rapid results can be achieved. 
These include action on disaf- 
fected youth, including new 
measures to deal with school ex- 
clusion, truancy and juvenile 
crime, as well 'as an inter de- 
partmental drive to prevent 


teenagers from children's 
homes from drifting into home- 
lessness and crime. 

Its remit will specifically in- 
clude a “racial dimension" in 
recognition that people from 
ethnic minority groups figure 
disproportionately highly 
among the long-term unem- 
ployed, lone parents, and those 
expelled or excluded from 
school. A centra] premise of the 
trait wil] be Mr Blair's concern 
that millio ns of pounds are 
spent by different agencies, of- 


ten on the, same people and with 
the minimum of co-ordination 
and effectiveness. He said in his 
Southwark speech there were 
'‘literally dozens of public agen- 
cies" on every poor housing es- 
tate, “all often doing good work 
but all often working at cross 
purposes". 

The unit will be one of the 
most prestigious in Whitehall 
and senior officials wfll be draft- 
ed from a series of other de- 
partments, such as health, 
education and employment, en- 


Unemployment foils to lowest for 17 years 


The number of people out of 
work fell to Sts lowest level for 
17 years yesterday, offering the 
prospect of a golden period of 
strong economic growth, low in- 
Barinn and falling unemploy- 
ment, writes- 2bm Stevenson. • 


Official jobless figures 
showed an unexpectedly large 
foil in the jobless rate by 49,800 . 
to 1.55 mil] ton, the lowest un- 
employment rate since Sep- 
tember 1980. Despite the rapid 
rate of job creation, average 


earnings increased by only 4^5 
percent in the year to July, the 
same rate as a month earlier. 
This helped to calm fears that 
growth in jobs would stoke 
wage inflation. 

That meant that die Bank of 


England was able to promise a 
pause in the recent, nm of in- 
terest rate rises. The Bank 
said the prospects for inflation 
were looking bright 

Full details, page 16 
Business comment, page 17 


vironmem and the Home Of- 
fice, to co-ordinate the drive. 

Mr Mandelson, who as a 
minister in the Cabinet Office 
has been closely involved in 
planning the unit, will today 
pledge that Labour wil] not 
tolerate a society in which “a sig- 
nificant minority at the bottom 
of the social ladder, who are at 
best on the edge of the labour 
force", continue to be exclud- 
ed from opportunities. 

Ministers believe that if the 
unit succeeds it wfll serve the 
dual purpose of earing social di- 
visions and crime while in the 
medium to long term also make 
savings in the huge benefits 
bill. It is intended to comple- 
ment the Welfare to Work pro- 
gramme announced in the 
budget by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Gordon Brown, 
which will be funded by the 
£5bn windfall tax. But the unit’s 
work also reflects a shift in the 
role of the Cabinet Office as a 
central department working di- 
rectly to the Prime Minister. 

Among the target groups 
identified by ministers are the 
5 million families where no 
one of working age is em- 
ployed, the 3 million people liv- 
ing on the 1,300 worst housing 
estates in Britain and the 3 mil- 
lion people who remain in the 
bottom 20 percent of the in- 
come range for four years in 
succession. Other target groups, 
beside the unemployed IS- to 
24-year-olds, include low 
achievers who leave school 
without qualifications and the 
young homeless. 

Master of spin goes in to bat 
Interview, page 14 
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Student shot dead 
A British student survived 
with injuries and ' her' 
boyfriend was killed when a 
man who had given them a Eft 
as they travelled in Israel 
opened fire. Eage 4 
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City leaders call for action 
to stop London sinking 

London’s business and political leaders united yesterday to urge the 
Government to act over the rise in London’s ground water levels 
which could cause widespread damage to communications systems, 
property and the underground. The city lies on a water basin and 
ground water is rising by as much as three metres a year. The damage 
could begin within five to ten years and cost billions of pounds. 

A coalition including Sir Roger Cork, the Lord Mayor of 
London, and the chairman of the London Underground, Peter 
Ford, has written to the John Prescott asking him to take overall 
responsibility for implementing a “water poCcy”. London 
Underground already has to deal with regular flooding in parts of 
its network and has to pump 14 million litres of water from the 
system every day. 

From 1850 for about 100 years, industries abstracted water from 
their own use. keeping the water table manageably low. But in the 
Sixties, heavy users either relocated out of London or closed down. 
Wrter levels have risen by 35m in 30 years. Kate Watson-Smyth 
■ Flash floods left a number of villages isolated and several roads 
dosed in central Scotland last night. In Lanarkshire the village of 
Sbotts was reported to be under a foot of water. 

Early release for IRA prisoners 

Dublin yesterday moved to reinforce republican confidence in the 
resumed peace process in advance of next month’s multi-party 
talks by releasing two IRA prisoners. 

The two were not amongst the most important prisoners and the 
Irish government decision, though less than a month after the 
latest IRA cessation, appears to be a minimal first step reflecting 
general caution following the abrupt ending of the first ceasefire in 
february last year. Gerard Burke, of Dublin, was serving four years 
for offences linked to a robbery. Thomas Flynn of Cork was jailed 
for six months for assault. Burke was due to be released next June 
and Flynn in October this year. Alan Murdoch 

Ronnie Biggs digs in his heels 

-TJgg Britain and Brazil opened the 

way yesterday for Great Train 
- ' Robbery fugitive Ronnie Biggs 

Cf. (left) to be extradited when the 

v two countries ratified a long- 

awaited extradition treaty. But 
there is no certainty that the 

* 68-year-old will ever set foot oo 

British sofl. After originally 
j saying that he would not try Vo 

af the weekend tharbe would 
jf rather die than be brought back 

Vo jail in Britain. Years of legal 
: j wrangling in the Brazilian 

courts could be in prospecL 
Brazil has a statute of 

limitation on crimes committed more than 20 years ago. Biggs has 
been on the run for 32 years after escaping from Wandsworth jail 
in 1965 while serving a 30-year-sentence. Patrici a Wynn Davies 

Field denies U-tum on war pensions 

Social Security minister Frank Field yesterday denied allegations 
from the Royal British Legion that the Government had broken 
pre-election pledges on war pensions. Veterans’ leaders are furious 
about the Government's refusal to initiate a dedicated review on 
an anomaly that allows councils to deprive war pensioners of up to 
75 per cent of their pensions by taking them into account when 
calculating means-Cesnng'ho using benefit and council laxtSeneffts. 
Mr Field said the onus for action was on the local authorities: 

Industrial action at Barclays Bank 

The union representing more than two- thirds of Barclays Bank 
staff today announces industrial action short of a strike to start 
next Thursday. The union, the UNIFI, is objecting to a newly 
imposed pay and grading scheme. 

Montague Lewis & Pickwick Records 

In the article “The BBC Lollipops: treasure trove of great classics 
found in radio archives’ll 8 April) we wrongly stated that when the 
BBC entered a joint venture with Montague Lewis in 1990 to 
exploit its classical archives he was bead of Pickwick Records. In 
fret, his 26-year involvement in that company had ended in 1988. 

In 1994 Pickwick was granted a licence to market 100 discs of 
recordings from the archives and, contrary to the suggestion in the 
article; at that time it was already a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Carlton Communications pic. The BBC gave its approval to the 
packaging of these discs before their release. 

We are sorry for any contrary impression given. 
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D udley Moore's on -again, off-again marriage » 
off again, it emerged yestarday.The Brittft-from 
. star of foe WtfBm Arthur has fled for divorce from 
his wife Nicole in Los Angeles Superior Court on the 
joundsofirecondteletflferences ate irr>oa8i s ofpub- 
-lie spats end charges of abuse/ 

In court papers, Moore said the paternity of the cou- 
ple’s two-year-bid son, Nicholas,’ was In question anid 
that there was a pending legal action to determine if 
he was the father. • 

The court action followed a reconcifiation last 
month between the CS-year-old comedian and his 33- 
year-okJ fourth - wife after she went on television and 
accused him of beating and terrorising her, making 
her hike drugs and forcing her to dance for him In her 
ojnd«wearfgrupto 20 hours a day. 

5 r Kicble Mdcife ffied a SiOm damages suit in May 
against her husband and announced plans to divorce 


Dietrich gives 
name to new 
Berlin square 

After years of debate over how to 
honour their famed daughter, Ger- 
mans soon will be able to send a 
letter with a Marlene Dietrich 
stamp to a brand new Marlene Di- 
etrich square in Berfin. 

The stamp, good for mail within 
Europe, features a portrait of the 
legendary film star and cabaret 
singer with lips pursed and a sul- 
try look in her eyes, it goes on 
sale today. Two weeks later, on 
August 28, Berlin officials are to 
give final approval to a plan to cre- 
ate a Marlene Dietrich square in 
the massive Potsdamer Plate com- 
plex under construction In Berlin. 

Officials in foe adjacent neigh- 
borhood of Schoeneberg, where 
Dietrich was bom, signed on to 
foe Potsdamer Plate initiative 
Wednesday, admitting their 5-year- 
old effort to agree on a suitable 


him. He had already Wed for divorce from her in 1 996 
but that suit was dropped. v. 

In her damages suit agafost Moore, Nicole RothchOd 
Moore alleged that he repeatedly pushed; hft and 
choked her. She also afieged foathe forced t i er fo late 
amphetamines that led to hersuffermg asfrbka. ' v 


suit that Moore "had a strange power he was able to 
exert over her'. Moore was arrested a month before 
the couple’s April 1994 wedding for atiegediy abiMh 
Jng her, but those charges were later dropped. :■} ..t. - 
The diminutive actor; who has been based fri Hol- 
iywood for/the last 1 8 years, recently annouocedihat 
he would return to Britain this year to star iq panto, it ; 
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The British Isles 


General Situation and Outlook; 

Eastern Scotland will start cloudy with 
showers in the far north-east It should soon 
turn drier and brighter with sunny spells and 
isolated showers. Northern Ireland and west- 
ern Scotland will be bright this morning with 
good sunny periods, but it will slowly cloud 
over this afternoon with a little showery rain 
in the western fringes by evening. Mean- 
while, England and Whies will be fair and 
warm with sunny periods, although there 
may be some coastal mist and low doud 
around in the south-west. 

England and Whies will be very warm 
tomorrow with plenty of sunshine, although 
cooling sea-breezes will affect the coasts. 
Southern and eastern Scotland should have a 
good deal of dry weather and some hazy sun- 
shine, but western Scotland and Northern 
Ireland will be cloudy- with showery rain. Die 
weekend will stay mainly fine and settled 
with sunshine in most places. Western Scot- 
land and Northern Ireland will be cloudier at 
times with a little rain. 


piece of property to rename after 
her had failed. , 

Some residents, still bitter over 
Dietrich's support for the Allies in 
World War II, opposed any recog- 
nition for her In Berlin. "She be- 
trayed our people," said Manfred 
Grave, 54, voicing a common 
opinion among respondents to a 
recent survey by foe Berliner Mor- 
gen posi newspaper. More than 
two-thirds of callers opposed hon- 
ouring foe actress, who died in 
1992. 

Berlin, Associated Press 


Europe and The World 


and lifestyle:; He will play Buttons in a production OL 
Gtnderefla in Southampton and the production not 
transfer to the West End. - : Kate Watson-Stopth 


Noel and Liam 
open up for BBC 

Despite his penchant for anthentic 
rock songs Noel Gallagher de- 
clares there is nothing for the 
youth of the Nineties to believe in 
anymore in a documentary to be 
shown next week. Instead Noel 
and his brother Liam extol foe 
virtues of having fun in Oasis: 

Right Here Right Now which will be 
shown next Wednesday on BBC1, 
the night before the band’s new al- 
bum goes on sale. 

In their longest ever television 
interviews Noel denies being a 
spokesman for his generation al- 
though he admits: "We'd definitely 
be tearing foe inarch if there was 
anywhere to march to." 

Liam says: "I want to have fun 
I’m 24 years of age and Pm in foe 
most important rock and rofl band 
In foe world ... how could I not 
have fun? IVe got a load of money, 
what am I going to dp; sit at home 
and dip my f****** foenafts?” - 
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WORLD WEATHER YESTERDAY, MIDDAY (GMT): cloudy; Lfair; fefcg in, hazy, nunte 
vain; srvanw; s.sunny, Hi.thunder ‘previous day's flgie at local tiro. 
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Air Qu^litv 


Way 
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High Tides 


AM HT PM HT 
London 1015 5J 2232 55 

LKWpool 757 75 2037 73 

fetomoiith 34810.1 1009 103 
HuflWttwtOwtt 255 7.1 1535 72 

Greenock 554 23 2236 23 

DwtteEhahe 844 34 2 LOS 35 


Sun and Moon 
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Sun rises 5.43am 
Sun sets B27pm 

Moon rises 
4.10am 
Itoonsata 
ILOOarn 

Fulmoonie 
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EMPLOYMENT 


Teachers steering men 
away from childcare 

Men are steered away from jobs in childcare by their teachers, 
according to a study of why 99 per cent of workers in the sector are 
women. 

The report by researchers at the London University’s Institute of 
Education reveals that women see childcare work less as a 
professional occupation than as a continuation of their family and 
domestic experiences. 

Women students felt the work was something they were 
‘'naturally good at”, with the majority believing childcare training 
confirmed their maternal and domestic roles. That “presents some 
difficulties for men on the courses", researchers found. 

The study for the Department for Education and Employment 
suggests men experience more barriers gening into childcare 
tr aming and were recommended by their teachers at school to do 
other kinds of work. ' 

It also finds that many students, both men and women, who train 
for childcare have been low academic achievers. Lucy Ward 


WILDLIFE 

Frisbee, killer whale style 



■■ 

II 


£32er whales are using fift-wide sting rays to play frisbee before 
eating them, a scientist's study has revealed 

Like cats, killer whales are renowned for pitying with their food. 
They appear to have invented the frisbee game to avoid being 
stung ty the rays' barbed tails. The strange behaviour was observed 
by Ingrid Visser, a research student at Auckland University, who 
spent two years studying killer whales off New Zealand. 

She watched 19 whales, mostly male, pursue and eat 55 stingrays, 
some of which measured two metres across. On one occasion two 
whales ate 18 stingrays in a six-hour binge. 

Normally one killer whale would dive down to find a ray on the 
sea bed and then signal the others. Ms Visser had observed whales 
in water as deep as 120ft, often doing headstands. 

The study was reported in New Scientist and said: “Sometimes a 
whale flips the ray out of the water before tossing it around like a 
Frisbee with at least one other whale. Visser says this may be an 
attempt to reposition the tty so the whale can eat it without being 
stung.” 

It was also thought adult whales may use the game to show 
youngsters how to tackle dangerous prey.r 


TRAVEL 

Airport passengers at record high 

Major airports in the United Kingdom handled a record number of 
passengers last month, despite the British Airways' cabin crew 
strike, it was announced yesterday. 

A total of l(L2m passengers passed through the seven airports 
run by the airport operator BAA in July 1997. This was an increase 
of 6 per cent on July 1996 and the highest monthly figure ever, 
BAA said. 

The figure could have been even higher as BAA reckoned the 
three-dty BA strike lost around 200.000 passengers. 

The European charter market had the biggest growth last month 
- increasing 123 per cent and helping to boost Gatwjck airport 
passenger numbers by 12.4 per cent. 


COMPUTERS 

Data spreads a bit of trouble 

Computer spreadsheets can be hazardous to your financial health, 
according to an American scientist who has found that the 
programs -widely used for all sorts of fiscal forecasting and 
planning - demand more accuracy than humans can provide. The 
result can cost companies hundreds or even millions of pounds. 

Professor Rtymond Panko of the University of Hawaii, 
Honolulu, discovered that people on average make a mistake 
typing data into one in every hundred “ceD^ - a location on a grid 
- of a spreadsheet, which is a piece of software that can build up 
complex mathematical relationships between any cell. Spreadsheets 
are routinely used, for example, to analyse variations in financial 
performance or predict the effect of interest rate changes. 

But spreadsheets can be so complex, and rely so heavily on data 
from a particular cell, that a single error can be disastrous. 
Professor Panto found over the course of a decade that 30 per cent 
of all spreadsheets be has examined contain flaws - some serious. 

If a quantity is entered incorrectly, or the formula linkin g one cell 
to another is written wrongly, the result can be far from correct. 
“Human beings do not err often,” he says in today's New Scientist. 
“But in large spreadsheets with many hundreds of cells, the normal 
human error rate is fatal ” Charles Arthur 


SCIENCE 

Jupiter whips up 380mph winds 

e next time gales wreak havoc with our lives, it may be helpful to 

remember that the winds on Jupiter make our storms seem lute 
mild breezes by comparison. 

Data that has emerged from the Galileo probe, which 
parachuted into Jupiter’s thick atmosphere in December 1995, 
shows that Jovian winds can blow at up to 380mph. It shows wind 
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than had been estimated. 

Scientists led by David Atkinson, from the University of Idaho in 
Moscow, USA, published their findings yesterday in the science 
journal Nature. The cause of the high winds is a mystery. “Whether 
these winds are driven by internal heat or absorbed sunlight 
remains uncertain,” wrote the scientists. 


HEALTH 

Molecule due to breast cancer 

Scientists have identified a molecule present in most breast cancers 
which appears to control the growth of cancer cells and could point 
the way to new treatments. Studies show levels of the molecule, called 
Bik. are higher in two-thirds of breast cancers but absent in normal 
breast tissue. 

The finding, published in Oncogene , was made by a team at the In- 
stitute of Cancer Research. Dr Mark Crompton, leader of the team, 
said: “With further research, it may be possible to develop drugs tha t 
target Brk directly, thus stunting the tumour’s growth, without im- 
pacting surra undmE healthy cells.” Jeramv Lauranc^ 



NEWSPAPERS " 

SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Strong pound 
sends shellfish 
trade plunging 
to the depths 


Louise Jury 

The British shellfish industry 
been plunged into crisis by the 
strong pound, raising fears that 
half its fishermen and whole- 
salers will go bust by the end of 
the year. 

■ Britain traditional^ exports 
most of its catch and is making 
huge efforts to expand its home 
market in a bid to try to miti- 
gate the problems with tough 
export markets. 

But despite growing interest 
in molluscs and Crustacea by the ' 
British consumer, •fishermen 
fear that it will not be enough to 
offset the slump in trade abroad. 

Jim Partridge, of the 
Monteum fish company in 
Sboreham, Sussex, said: “If 
something doesn’t happen 
soon, I would expect 50 per cent 
of fishermen and 50 per cent of 
merchants to go out of business 
by the end of the year.” . 

Dr Clive Askew, of the Shell- 
fish Association, which repre- 
sents 400 retailers and 
fishermen from Scotland to 
Cornwall, said: “The news we 
get from around the coast is that 
it’s very serious.” 

Mr Partridge said the pound 


had risen so quickly that the 
margins they built in to absorb 
such increases were wiped out. 
Sometimes they were receiving 
less money than the fish were 
sold for. 

The problem was com- 
pounded by the sluggish 
economies of France and Spain, 
the biggest markets for shellfish 
in the past, but whose popula- 
tions could no longer afford to 
eat out as often as they once did. 

In previous summers, the 
french would take a Jony-load 
of crab every day. This year it is 
one a week, “Europe is com- 
pletely and utterly dead,” Mr Par- 
tridge said. 

Jeremy Brown, of Just Shell- 
fish in Port Isaac. Cornwall, said 
prices usually levelled out after 
Easter at around £9 a kilo for lob- 
ster but were now hovering 
around £6.50 or £7. "We haven’t 
seen prices this low in years and 
our expenses are the same as ever 
if not greater,” he said. 

And despite some op timis m 
in the business about a growth 
at home, he did not hold out 
huge hopes for a growth in the 
home market. “I tried to sell fish 
door-to-door and there was 
very little interest The average 


housewife is put off by a bone. 
We don't eat fish or she llfish £n 
Britain,” he said. 

Yet Dr Askew, from the 
Shellfish Association, said there 
were some signs of an interest 
in seafood, just as British cui- 
sine in general has grown more 
adventurous in recent years. 

“Supermarkets are looking 
very much more seriously at 
shellfish - some of it is to do 
with improving their image as 
they did by supplying wines.” 
But there would need to be a 
“huge boost” in Britain offset 
the drop in exports. 

Last year, 116,000 tonnes of 
shellfish, with a value of near- 
ly £138m, were landed in the 
UK, an increase of 20,000 
tonnes over five years ago. 
But the amount exported - 
71,000 tonnes - has not 
changed over the same period. 
British consumers are buying 
more to eat at home and when 
they eat out, although much of 
this is prawns not caught in 
British waters. 

A spokeswoman for 'Whit- 
rose, often regarded as the 
trend-spotter in foods, said it 
had seen a significant increase 
in interest in shellfish in the last 



Feeting the pinch: Shellfish has declined in popularity since Victorian times, when oyster stalls, below, were common. Today, a strong pound has ruined 
the export market, and the natives tun their noses up at delicacies like this brown crab, above Photographs: Andrew Hasson (top), Holton Geaty 


five years. “It’s a very large 
market as far as we’re con- 
cerned. We have 103 branches 
out of 115 with fresh fish coun- 
ters which include shellfish,” she 
said. Stock includes fresh oys- 
ters, mussels, scallops and 
langoustines. 

Safeway sells pre-cooked 
British crabs and British oysters 


and Marks and Spencer offer 
prawns and some small quanti- 
ties of lobster at its London 
West End stores. 

But fresh fish counters are 
still a rarity in high street su- 
permarkets, and the number of 
fishmongers m Britain has 
declined significantly in recent 
years. 


How the winkle lost out to the burger 


Jack Q*SuBvan 

The strong pound may be de- 
stroying the shellfish industry, 
but its long term enemy is the 
British palate. The winklepick- 
ere are gone, the jellied eel is a 
rarity, the whelk stall has all but 
disappeared. Burgers, chicken 
nuggets and dulled ready meals 
have ousted the ocean’s own 
convenience foods from the 
everyday menu. We just don't 
seem to want shellfish any- 
more, which makes the ex- 
porters even more vulnerable to 
currency variations. 

“Winkles and cockles used to 
be a regular feature of a Sat- 
urday and Sunday,” says the fa- 
mous Islington fishmonger, 
Steve Halt jnr. “People don’t do 
it anymore.” So yesterday in 
Fort WHham in the west of Scot- 
land, the best of the shellfish 


Jack O’Sullivan on the demise of a staple food 


catch was not being bought lo- 
cally. Il was being collected 
straight from the boats by big 
Spanish lorries as they landed, 
to be consumed in Spam. “Most 
of what is landed here doesn't 
reach our shops,” says Alan 
Brown, manager of the local 
Crannog Smoke House. 

He also argues that the huge 
investment in equipment, in- 
cluding up to £100,000 for a rea- 
sonable boat, has driven up 
fishing costs. Then, says Steve 
Hatt, there is the expense of 
handling, purifying and trans- 
porting a food with a shelf life 
of perhaps five days, often too 
short for supermarkets. “The 
good old whelk costs more now 
to handle that it was worth when 
it was caught.” 


But British reluctance to buy 
is rooted in a long-standing 
fear of food poisoning. “In the 
19th century, there were crises 
over the rearing of shellfish and 
associated disease,” according 
to Tom Jaine, editor .of The 
Good Food Guide. “There was 
lots of legislation to control pro- 
duction.’’ These fears have been 
enhanced amid concern about 
pollution and knowledge that 
shellfish accumulate toxins. 
There is one rule when enter- 
taining the Queen - never give 
her shellfish. 

Indeed, though Elizabeth I 
introduced three &h days a 
week, this island nation has nev- 
er taken full advantage of its 
marine resource. In 1863, WF 
Campbell, from Galloway, ob- 


served that while his Scottish 
compatriots starved back home 
without property harvesting the 
sea, the French poor consumed 
a huge range of creatures, in 
particular molluscs and shellfish. 

Ibm Jaine believes the 
British are unadventurous 
about food. “There is a ten- 
dency, mote marked in the last 
century, to restrict the numbers 
of things considered edible. 
One presumes these restric- 
tions are raieraify related to in- 
dustrial development, distance 
from the land and from food 
production.” 

Emily Green, the food writer, 
is less charitable. “People are 
very suspicious unless it doesn’t 
actually look like shellfish. So 
they trill eat prawns which are 


pink and packed in plastic and 
you won’t hear them saying 
they are allergic to it - 

“People say shellfish is com- 
plicated But lobster is easy. You 
have to assault it a bit but it is 
not complicated like owning a 
microwave or rehydrating space 
icecream.” 

“The problem is that it's too 
real. It’s alive. That can be 
scary. You have to do the luffing. 
People are squeamish.” 



Diehards gather for the 
Haj of the church of Elvis 


David Usbome ■ 

Memphis - 

Never mind that Geoff Cow- 
ley from Bradford lost his job 
as an international lorry driver 
just two months, ago. He and his 
wife, Varna Marie, have had this 
trip booked for two years and 
nothing was going to stop them 
taking it Mississippi, Mem- 
phis, Hawaii, Los Angeles and 
back to Yorkshire in just over 
three weeks. 

This is not a -holiday. It is a 
pilgrimage. Tt is the Haj at the 
Church of Elvis Presley - the 
King, the Cat, tiie Pelvis; the fa- 
ther of Rode ’n Rofli Ttipek), 
Mississippi, is where .he was 
born, Hawaii and Hollywood 
are where he made his films, but 
Mecca is here: Graceland, the 
Presley mansion in Memphis. 

Each year they come, the die- 
hards of the Elvis denomination, 
to this surprisingly unimposing 
stone home with its ridiculous 
piDaied portico and its kitsch in- 
terior of velvet couches and mir- 
rored ceilings, to observe the . 

anniversary of their deity’s pass- 
ing. ■ ■ ■ 

This year is special - Satur- 
day is the 20th anniversary of 
the day when the by-then bloat-., 
ed and drug-dependent per- 
former collapsed in his 
bathroom and dred aged 42. 

The gospel according to.his 
fans tells us that Elvis did not 
die, that he staged his demise 
to escape his fans or the Mafia 
or both. “Elvis Uveal” Geoff 
and V&ma,who otherwise seem 
thoroughly normal folk, know - 

that the body now lying inihe 

Graceland “Meditation Gar- 
den", filled with ornaments and 
rifts from fans, is a fake. ■ 

TTbe Second Coming, in fact, 
may be ai hand. Perhapvwe 
ponder over an icecream,Elvis 
might descend from, a heli- 
copter over, the mansion .tb- 
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ligion is its power over so many. 
What is it that induces Geoff 
and Varna Marie and 900 oth- 
er members of the British Elvis 
Presley Bin Club to spend then- 
savings to come here? 

Why are all these people, 
from around the world, crowd- 
ing at the crazy-stone wall at the 
front of Elvis's state scouring 
vainly for just one square-inch 
space of virgin rock to scrawl 
their message of worship? 
“Elvis, we can't ay. hard 
enough”, and, “Twenty years - 
twenty million tears”, and, 
“Most wanted you. Many need- 
ed you and All loved you, 
Michelle 1997". 

Why are these women press- 
ing five-deepat the stage of the 
downtown Daisy Theater on 
Tbesday night gasping for Dar- 
rell Dunfifll, a 33 -year-old from 
Florida, who works full-time as 
an Elvis impersonator? Occa- 
sionally, Darrell takes a nylon 
scarf and; just as Elvis did, 
mops the sweat from his chest 
and wraps ft around the neck of 


A photo of the intent crooner being auctioned by Bonhams 


morrow evening when tens of 
thousands of his followers will 
be gathered around the bouse 
for a candle-light vigfl. “That 
would be nice," Geoff observes 
casually, as if such an event 
would no more surprising than 
some old friend dropping by the 
pub unexpectedly. 

Al Zapp from New Jersey 
confides that Elvis is already in 
Memphis. “He is one of the im- 
personators*’' he says. “He wfll 
have changed his face some, but 
he ft here”. Zapp himself ft one 
of the myriad look-alikes flock- . 
mg to .Memphis this week. And 
he ft surety one of the sorriest 
ones, with his chipped aviator 
sunglasses and sweat-stained 
rayon shirt An Elvis riff wafts 


out from the nearby Elvis Pres- 
ley Memphis theme restaurant 
and Zapp instantly begins an 
Elvis leg-shake -like a dog bav- 

n Us tummy scratched! 

qst in case the helicopter 
never shows, EMs Presley En- 
terprises, the company that 
runs Graceland, will ensure 
fans get the next best thing at 
Saturday night’s “Elvis in Con- 
cert ’97” at the Memphis CoJ- 
lisenm. With the magic of 


congregation 


accompanied by some of his 
still-lrnng former band mem- 
bers. . 

" The real mystery of tins re- 


one of the women. Delirious, 
she takes it as if it were com- 
munion itself. • 

“I don’t know how yon ex- 
plain it, “said Tbdd Morgan, a 
spokesman for Elvis Presley 
Enterprises, which, headed, tty 
Prisma Presley, first opened 
Graceland to the public in 1982. 
The gate-tally or 350,000 fans 
who passed through in that 
first year has grown to three- 
quarters of a million fans now; 
of those more lhan half arc un- 
der 35 years old. 

■\fcraa Marie’s 38-month-old 
grand-daughter back in Brad- 
ford wfll mdy go to sleep at night 
if an EMs song 1s played to her. 
She accepts that it is worship 
and that the cult of EMs ft a re- 
ligion. “I believe in two men, 
EMs and Jesus Christ,” she of- 
fers. What about him beside her, 
Geoff? “Him? No." 


BT’s ISDN lines can 
download 
from the 
internet 
up to four 
times faster, so 
access time isn’t 
excess time. 

....... , -w 

„ . ' i ** - v j t. „ *'t r -j , t ♦" * * 

;/ V //<*/ i 


5 

£ 

5 

a* 


> '/ 


Y » * *■ » \ 


r. 

■ t i 


/ / r - « ' // 



BT ISDN is a digital phone line, for £80 off connection 
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news 


Student tells of attack on the Red Sea road 



Max Hunter, a (aw student from Surrey, who died in the attack 


Boyfriend shot dead after 
couple hitch lift to kibbutz 


Eric Saver 

in Jerusalem 


A British student who saw her 
boyfriend shot dead and was injured 
herself by a man who gave them a lift 
as they travelled in Israel described the 
attack to The Independent last flight. 

Charlotte Gibb, 20, from a village 
□ear Peterborough, told how the at- 
tacker shot and filled Max Hunter, a 
22-year-old law student from Banstead, 
Surrey, on the desert road north from 
the Red Sea resort of Eilat before dawn 
yesterday. 

Ms Gibb, who was at Durham Uni- 
versity with Mr Hunter, was out of dan- 
ger in a Beersheba hospital, where she 
was recovering from surgery for frac- 
tures to an arm. She had shot gun in- 
juries to her face and hands. 

Her voice faltered, dose to tears. Her 
speech was slurred, as if she were feel- 
ing the effect of the pain-killing drugs 
doctors administered after she came out 
of the operating theatre. She still re- 
ferred to her boyfriend in the present 
tense, though she knew be was dead. 

“Max had arranged for us to go to 
a kibbutz near Tiberias," she said. 
“We were hitching a lift from Eilat. A 
man who looked about forty ot fifty 
picked us up. I was in the back seat with 

in the*front talking uTthcf driver. I fell 
asleep. 

“The next thing I knew. Max was 
shaking my leg, saying. Are you awake? 
We had stopped somewhere in the 
desert. The car lights were off, and it 
was pitch dark. The moon was hidden. 
The driver had got out and was look- 
ing for something. He asked us to pul 


our bags in the boot, which we did. 

"The driver lit a cigarette. We 
thought we'd have one too. Suddenly 
I saw yellow flashes. I thought this can’t 
realty be happening. He shot Max, then 
before I could tiy to get away he shot 
me. 

“I lay behind the car, pretending to 
be dead. He shot Mas again, then came 
back and shot me again. Then he 
drove off. I thought this is it- I'm go- 
ing to die. I was losing blood. I was half 
unconscious, but managed to drag my- 
self to the road. I shouted for my 
boyfriend, but I knew he was dead. Af- 
ter about half an hour, a van of Israeli 
soldiers rescued me." 

The soldiers raised the alarm and a 
military helicopter evacuated Ms Gibb 
to Seroka hospital, where she arrived 
about 4.15am. The killer's motive was 
as puzzling to Ms Gibb as it was to the 
police. 

Although she could not follow the 
Hebrew, and the driver did not un- 
derstand when she asked him a ques- 
tion is English, he and her boyfriend 
did not raise their voices and did not 
seem to be arguing. In retrospect, 
however, she fell that he intended all 
along to shoot them. “Why else,” she 
asked, “did he make an excuse to get 
us out of the car?” 

Hundreds of police were combing 
southern Israel last night, hunting for 
the killer. The police were treating the 
case as criminal, rather than political. 
According to an unconfirmed Israel Ra- 
dio report, the assailant was thought to 
be an Israeli Arab (Ms Gibb could not 
tell whether he was a Jew or an Arab). 
Detectives were checking whether he 
had fled across the border to Egypt 
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McMaster inquiry 
promises guilty 
will be disciplined 


Coffo Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 


A senior Labour Party figure 
yesterday fuelled speculation 
there could be disciplinary ac- 
tion against one of the MPs 
named in a suicide note by 
Gordon McMaster, the Paisley 
South MP and former Labour 
whip who killed himself last 
month. 

Jim Smith, the co-ordinator 
of Paisley North constituency 
Labour Party, said he had been 
assured the inquiry tty Nick 
Brown, the Government Chief 
Whip, would be thorough and 
wide-ranging. 

Mr Smith also said there 
would be quick and decisive ac- 
tion against MPs who were 
found to have acted “inappro- 
priately". 

Tommy Graham, named 
along with Lord Dixon in the 
suicide note by Mr McMaster, 
has been criticised by Scottish 
Labour sources for a recent in- 
terview repeating allegations 
against Mr McMaster that he 
had a drink problem. 

Mr Graham, MP for Renfrew 


and Inverclyde, who is expected 
to be interviewed by Mr Brown, 
is seeking to dear hk name from 
the allegations in the suicide 
note that he was part of the 
whispering campaign against 
Mr McMaster, but his interview 
was described as "not very 
dever". 

The pressure on the Labour 
Party to take disciplinary action 
was increased when the Scottish 
National Party suspended one 
of its councillors for allegedly 
spreading smear stories about 
Mr McMaster. 

Mr Smith said on BBC radio 
be had been assured there 
would be “no cover up? fol- 
lowing a report yesterday in 77 h? 
Independent that friends of the 
dead MP feared the inquhy 
would be a whitewash unless it 
delved into allegations of links 
in Scotland with drugs gangs 
and organised crime. 

He raid: “I have been assured 
there will be no cover up. Every 
aspect of this will be investigated 
fully and if there is anybody in 
the Labour Party guilty of in- 
appropriate behaviour that will 
be dealt with most severely. 


“This inquiry must be ab- 
solute. There must be no doubt 
left in anyone's mind that the 
Labour Party has looked into 
every aspect of this dreadful af- 
fair. I have no doubt that the 
Chief Whip will do this," he 
added. 

Mr Brown cancelled his hol- 
iday to go to Scotland, but 
faced growing demands for the 
inquity to be widened following 
the disclosures in The Indepen- 
dent. 

Mr Brown met the parents of 
the dead MP, William McMas- 
ter and his wife Allison, on 
Monday to discuss the suicide 
note. He also met Leslie Quinn, 
a senior official of the Scottish 
Labour party. 

The content. location, and 
outcome of- Mr Brown’s meet- 
ing with the parents was not dis- 
closed. 

But a source confirmed the 
MPs suicide note - in which he 
is believed to have bitterly 
complained of a smear cam- 
paign against him - was dis- 
eased. 

“That was the main purpose 
of the meeting," said the source. 


Welsh devolution message 
finds apathetic audience 


lbny Heath 


Marion Jenkins ripped off a 
grinning lbny Blair mask and 
proclaimed “Yes. I'm going to 
vote tyes’ for devolution." 

Rod Davies, the Secretary of 
State for Whies, looked suitably 
impressed, as well be might, 
considering the reception ac- 
corded to his team of cam- 
paigners urging people in the 
Rhondda to vote for an elected 


Welsh Assembly on 18 
September. 

Ms Jenkins set up her joke 
and costume-hire shop, “Sew 
easy to make believe , in Han- 
nah Street, Forth, Last year. 
Politicians are of some news 
value to her. *Tve got two lbny 
Blairs for hire at £5 a night," she 
explained. William Hague? 
“There’s no call for him round 
here," she said 

By taking devolution to 


DAILY POEM 


Nurse’s tales retold 

By Tabish Khair 

Because the east wind bears the semen smell of rain, 

A warm smell like that of shawls worn tty young women 
Over a long journey of sea, plain and mountains. 

The peacock spreads the Japanese fan of its tail and dances. 
And dances until it catches sight of its scaled and ugly feet 

Because the koel can not raise its own chicks - 
Nature’s fickle mother who leaves her children on doorsteps 
In the thick of nights, wrapped in controversy and storm - 
Because the koel will remain eternally young, untied. 

It fills the long and empty afternoons with sad and sweet songs. 

Because the rare Surkfaaab loves but once, marries for life. 
The survivor circles the spot of its partner’s death uttering cries, 
Until shot tty kind hunters or emaciated by hunger and loss, 
It falls to the ground, moulting feathers, searching for death. 
0 child, my nurse had said, may you never see a Surkhaab die. 

This poem is from the latest issue of the London Ma&aine 
(£7.9h), edited by AJan Ross. Celebrating 50 years of Indian 
independence, it embraces new fiction, verse, essays, memoirs, 
photographs and reviews. Subscriptions to the London Mag- 
azine cost £2&50 per year from 30 Thurtoe Place, London SW7. 
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Labour’s heartland, Mr Dai 
is seeking to secure a big “y 
vote in five weeks’ time. 

Apathy seems more o 
threat in Perth, one of a stx 
of former mining towns than 
“no" campaign funded by i 
lionaire Sir Julian Hodge fr 
his tax haven home in Jen 
But a posse of campaigners, 
eluding Peter Hain Lbe Wt 
Office junior minister, Jv 
Morgan, MP for Cardiff No: 
and Wtayne David, MEP 
South Vital es Central, worl 
the shopping crowds experi 

Devolution does marten 
84 year old Gertie ChalJenf 
"We’re Welsh and proud o! 
IPs time we had a sty in our c 
affairs," she said. 

Alan Rogers, MP for 
Rhondda has reservations 
cause proportional repres 
tation is being introduced 
elect 20 of the 60 assem 
members. 

However his constituei 
Labour Party’s general m 
agement committee report 
ly voted clown a proposal call 
on members not to supp 
the “yes" campaign by the hi 
margin of 68 to 1 
_ In 1979, Welsh voters di 
srvely rejected devolution 
4-1. Yesterday, although 
atmosphere was more pac 
than revolutionary, a touch 
the evangelical broke throu 
There was no need topreacl 
the converted, but there seen 
to be enough “don't knows' 
swing the result either way 
18 September. 
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Blair’s babes nudge for 
places at the top table 

-B- 


Bright, ambitious, 
youthful, Labour's 
high-flyers are 
busy sorting out 
the future 


Cosy relationships on the route to power 


Kathy Marks 
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The next generation of Labour 
uigh-nwrs b already in place, oc- 
cupying influential positions at 
the heart of government. These 
are the fledgling politicians who 
helped to engineer Labour's 
election victory and now occu- 
py desks in key Whitehall offices. 

They are the aides, thinkers 
and special advisers who play a 
central role in the formation of 
polity and have daily access to 
Tony Blair and his ministers. They 
are bright, ambitious and above 
all youthful. Die-hard Blairite 
modernisers without exception, 
they are a close-knit network of 
people who work, socialise and, 
in some cases, live logether. 
They met through school, uni- 
versity or youth politics and in- 
troduced one another to their 
political patrons. 

A cluster of these rising stars 
work in the No 10 Policy Unit, 
the powerhouse of New Labour 
ideas, including the policy di- 
rector. David Miliband, 32, a 
former academic with a fear- 
some intellect tipped as a future 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

The Treasury is another 
breeding-ground.’ One of the se- 
nior advisers to the Chancellor 
Gordon Brown is Ed Miliband, 
30. brother of David. His chief 
strategist is Ed Balls, 29. a for- 
mer Financial Times leader 
writer who is engaged to 
Yvonne Cooper. Labour MP 
for Pontefract and Castleford. 

Some members of the inner 
code are found in ministers' pri- 
vate offices - Liz Kendall, for 
instance, a 26-year-old who 
guides Harriet Hannan around 
the intricacies of the social se- 
curity system. Others, more on 
the periphery, work for think- 
tanks. lobbying firms and private 
political consultancies. 

The links between them are 
many and complex. Ed 
Miliband is the long-standing 
boyfriend of Liz Lloyd, 26, a 
home affairs adviser in the Pol- 
icy Unit. Ms Lloyd went to 
school in Guildford with James 
Purnell, 27, who also works in 
the unit, and with Tim Allan. 27. 
Alas Lair Campbell’s deputy in 
Lhe Downing Street press office. 

Mr Allan and Mr Purnell 
share a house in Tony Blairs Is- 
lington heartland, togetherwith 
Gail Nuttley. Mr Purnell's girl- 
friend, who used to work for 
BMP, Labour's advertising 
agency. On Sunday mornings 
they kick a football around 
Highbury Fields with others such 
as Peter Hyman, of the Policy 
Unit, and Ian Corfield, research 
director of the Fabian Society. 

Another keen footballer is 
Benjamin Wegg-Prosser. a dis- 
concertingly self-possessed 23- 
year-old who is Peter 
Mandelson’s chief aide. Derek 
Draper, 29, used to do Lhe same 
job. Mr Draper, whose book on 
the first 100 days of the Blair 
government will be published 
next month, is now with Prima 
Europe, a political consultancy. 

Despite their loyalty to Blair, 
not ail of them live in Islington. 


Ed Balls 
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Peter Hyman 


The Miliband brothers occupy 
separate flats within a handsome 
house in Primrose Hill. Mr 
Draper lives two doors away 
from Ms Lloyd in Kennington. 

Most of these bright young 
things - metropolitan, cos- 
mopolitan and media streetwise 
- have degrees from Oxbridge 
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or redbrick universities. Sever- 
al had stints at the BBC. Mr 
Purnell was John Bin's policy 
adviser, and has also worked for 
Islington Council, a training 
ground for young Blairites. 

Members of the group insist 
that it is not a dosed set But 
certainly, it has its uses. Mr Pur- 
nell. who worked as an adviser 
to Mr Blair after university, rec- 
ommended Mr Allan for his job 
when he left in 1992. When the 
latter quit for the BBC in 1994, 
Ms Lloyd took over. 

“They're suspicious of peo- 
ple who they think are not on 
the side of the party," one po- 
litical journalist said. “That can 
make diem seem rather reticent 
and cool." Mr Draper said: 


"It's a very strong network, no 
doubt about it. But it’s an open, 
meritocratic clique. The reason 
that wc all get on, to be arro- 
gant about it, is that we re ail 
very clever." 

Confidence they do not lack, 
□or talent, nor ambition. David 
Miliband and Mr Purnell, to- 
gether with the lobbyists Ben 
Lucas and Neal Lawson, all 
want to be Mft. Ed Balls is sure- 
ly destined for high office. But 
with power so centralised in the 
Government, they already wield 
enormous influence. 

Outside work, members of the 
circle meet up at dinner parties 
and restaurants. Several are 
members of the Groucho Club, 
the media haunt, and the Soho 


House Club. Mr Draper ami Mr 
Allan are drinking partners who 
go out “on the pull" together. 

While Mr Draper is a notori- 
ous party animat some of the 
others are more retiring, Mr Cbr- 
field says he has never seen ei- 
ther of the Miliband brothers 
drunk. What unites them polit- 
ically is their pragmatism, having 
watched the Labour Party tear 
itself apart in opposition. Despite 
their jobs, they claim not to 
have an exaggerated idea of 
their own importance. “We're 
there to assist elected politi- 
cians," one special adviser said. 
“AVfc’re not players. Once you see 
yourself as a player, you're dead." 

Donald Madntyre int e r v i ews 
Peter Manddson, page 14 


Ethical face of new 
breed of lobbyists 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Three former advisers to Tony 
Blair have formed an agency op- 
erating out of smart new offices 
in Soho to promote “ethical" 
lobbying. 

Fallowing the “cash for ques- 
tions" scandal, they are devel- 
oping an “ethical" approach to 
their business. They wfll trot take 
on clients “whose behaviour or 
goals we find politically or 
morally indefensible". 

Neal Lawson, 34. Ben Lucas, 
55 and John Mendelsohn. 30, 
were advisers to limy Blair 
during the general election 
campaign in Labour’s MSIbank 
edia headquarters. 

Mr Lucas, a former adviser 
to Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
re guv, said they would not take 
on business from tobacco com- 
panies, and would not have ac- 


cepted a brief to oppose the ban 

on handguns . 

Ail former political advisers 
to Labour spokesmen in Op- 
position, they worked for Lowe 
Bell, the public affairs firm run 
by Sir Tim Bell, until after the 
election when they left to form 
their own company. 

One of their clients is the 
RSPCA, and they are advising 
on the strategy for supporters 
of tiro Labour backbench Bill by 
Michael Foster to ban hunting. 

They are part of the new 
breed of lobbyists being hired 
by all the political communica- 
tions lobbying companies in 
the scramble to catch up with 
the Labour landslide on 1 May, 
which has made ex-Labour ad- 
visers hot property. 

“We think we have struck a 
chord with a lot of people," Mr 
Lucas said. “We have only been 
going for six weeks but there has 


been a growing sense that the 
way in which organisations re- 
late to the government and to 
the political process needed to 
change. 

“A certain type of lobbying 
has been dying out for quite a 
long time - the idea that all you 
have to do is take an MP or min- 
ister to hinch, introduce them 
to your client, convince them of 
the argument, and show them 
a constituency interest. 

“The election of a Labour 
Government symbolised, far 
more directly, the way that gov- 
ernment deals with outside or- 
ganisations and it has to be far 
more above board. 

“In our case, it is not who we 
know, but understanding the 
way that people work that mat- 
ters." 

All three are Labour Party 
members and committed 
Blairile modernists. 
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Science scores as A-levels boom 


Judith Judd 
and Lucy Ward 

More students than ever before 
are taking A-level exams, and 
the number choosing science 
subjects is rising, according to 
figures released yesterday by the 
exam boards. 

Entries for physics and chem- 
istry, both down last year, have 
increased this year and the im- 
provement in the numbers tak- 
ing maths continues. Other 
subjects whose entry also in- 
creased were English, comput- 
ing, business studies and 
general studies. 

The increases in science en- 
tries were small compared with 
those for arts subjects, but the 
rises could mark ao upturn af- 
ter years of concern over the 
unpopularity of science. 

There were dear decreases in 
the percentage of entries for 
Economics (down 15.1 per 
cent) and French (5-7 per cent). 

Kathleen latteisafl, convenor 
of the joint forum for the GCSE 
and GCE, said: “The continued 
upward trend in the entry for A- 
level against demonstrates the 
attraction of the A-level quali- 
fication to students who recog- 
nise its value as a passport to 


higher education and employ- 
ment" 

David Moore, chief executive 
of the Association for Science 
Education, which represents 
science teachers, said he was en- 
couraged by the results. “We 
think that youngsters are now 
seeing science as a useful career 
and we are seeing a degree of 
realism come back into their 
choices." 

The proportion of entries 
awarded A grades remained the 

T.:~ . Inside the : 

Independent today - 
the official UCAS 

listings of university ; 
and coUege vacancies 

same. In some subjects, such as 
chemistry and economics, the 
percentage of candidates getting 
A’s went up. In others, such as 
English and business studies, it 
went down. 

Some exam board officials 
believe one reason why the 
proportion of A grades has lev- 
elled off is the increase in the 
□umber of modular courses, 
which include a series of tests 
throughout the course plus an 
final exam, ft is more difficult 


for candidates to maintain a 
high level of performance for 
two yearn. Traditionalists have 
attacked modular exams be- 
cause of the higher pass rate. 

David Hart, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, said: “Anybody 
who seeks to knock modular 
courses on the back of these re- 
sults is barking up the wrong tree. 
These courses are not, under any 
circumstances a soft option." 

Ministers have announced a 
review of the curriculum for 16- 
1 9-year-olds, including A-levels, 
which wOl begin in the autumn. 
Baroness Blackstone, the edu- 
cation minister, yesterday made 
it clear to teachers* leaders that 
the Government had no inten- 
tion of abolishing A-level and 
replacing it with a baccalaure- 
ate-style examination. 

Ministers are understood to 
favour gradual change to a new 
advanced diploma which stu- 
dents would earn through ac- 
quiring a combination of A, AS, 
vocational A-levels and key 
skills. The diploma would be a 
requirement of university en- 
trance and would require stu- 
dents to spend significantly 
more hours in the classroom 
than at present 



Bundles of nerves: A-level results at a London sorting office, ready for delivery to school s 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 
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Provisional A-level Results - June 1997 (UK Candidates Only) 


Cumulative percentages of subject results by grade 

The figure tn brackets are the equivalent 1996 resu&s, . . 

(Percentages have been rounded to add up to 10(9 

% of canddates gaining grade 


Subject 

A 

B 

C 

O 

E 

N 

U 

Number 

sal 

%ot 
total 
no. sal 

-Art and Design 

20.8 

415 

655 

84.7 

942 

98.8 

100.0 

36289 

45 

subjects 

(19A) 

(38.4) 

(634) 

(622) 

(83.7) 

(885) 

(100.0) 

@3782) 

(46) 

Biology 

14.6 

342 

532 

71.0 

8S2 

94-4 

1002 

56534 

773 


(13.8) 

(325) 

(51-7) 

(836) 

(84-4) 

<93.7) 

(1002) 

@1894) 

FJO) 

Business Studies 

75 

26.7 

502 

712 

832 

942 

1002 

33359 

4 3 


(7.7) 

(23.1) 

(445) 

CBS 2) 

(822) 

( 912 ) 

(1030) 

(29100) 

(IS) 

Chemistry 

20.7 

423 

60.6 

755 

875 

945 

1002 

42458 

55 


C18-8) 

(40.7) 

(59.1) 

(74.1) 

(88.1) 

(94.1) 

(1030) 

(40455) 

(55) 

-Classical subjects 

24.7 

463 

638 

827 

912 

96.4 

100.00 

6451 

05 


(245) 

(465) 

(639) 

(822) 

(921) 

(96.1) 

(1002) 

(7345) 

0-0) 

Communication 

102 

30.8 

485 

656 

80-4 

89.7 

1002 

4783 

05 

Studies 

(11-5) 

(27.7) 

(44.7) 

(61.7) 

(77.7) 

(831) 

(100.0) 

(5077) 

(0-7) 

Computing 

9.7 

22640.6 8 

60.4 

77.6 

882 

100.0 

12149 

1.6 


(10.5) 

(23.4) 

(415) 

(602) 

(772) 

(882) 

(100.0) 

(10897) 

(1.4) 

Economics 

18-5* 

33 J 

525 

705 

838 

915 

1030 

20873 

2.7 


(ISO) 

(31-1) 

(482) 

(662) 

<81.7) 

(91-1) 

(1030) 

(24580) 

(35) 

-English 

145 

332 

55 3 

77.5 

920 

97. 

1030 

93546 

1Z1 

(145) 

(33-9) 

(55.7) 

(738) 

(91-1) 

(972) 

(1030) 

(88627) 

(12.0) 

Expressive Arts 

102 

262 

502 

725 

87.7 

94.1 

1002 

10652 

1-4 


(10-1) 

(262) 

(49-8) (702) 

(88-0) 

(942) 

(1002) 

(9819) 

(15) 

French 

205 

40.1 

59.7 

734 

835 

95-4 

1002 

25916 

313 


(20-9) 

(385) 

(592) 

(78-5) 

(892) 

(952) 

(1002) 

(27480) 

0.7) 

General Studies 

13.6 

30.0 

482 

834 

842 

938 

100.0 

73114 

9A 


(14.0) 

(302) 

(48X) 

(639) 

(84.1) 

(935) 

(1002) 

(63454) 

(8.6) 

Geography 

12.0 

34.0 

572 

736 

882 

962 

100.0 

43641 

55 


(135) 

(312) 

(302) 

(882) 

(83-4) 

(922) 

(100.0) 

(42878) 

(55) 

German 

23.0 

428 

802 

77 A 

892 

937 

100.0 

10561 

1-4 


(23 5) 

(412) 

(6029 

(77.6) 

(89-8) 

(962) 

(1002) 

(10719) 

(15) 

History 

14.7 

332 

545 

732 

835 

935 

1002 

42547 

55 


(145) 

(31.9) 

(52.7) 

(712) 

(852) 

(932) 

(100.0) 

(43355) 

(55) 

Home Economics 

9.6 

26.7 

435 

702 

852 

94.1 

100.0 

2512 

05 


(10-8) 

(292) 

(512) 

(724) 

(838) 

(93.7) 

(100.0) 

(2689) 

(04 

Law 

11.4 

23.7 

405 

57.4 

73.0 

84.1 

1002 

11550 

15 


(10-E& 

(220) 

(38.6) 

(56.1) 

(712) 

(830) 

(100.0) 

(119825 

1.6 

Mathematics 

27.0 

472 

642 

782 

88.7 

04.8 

1002 

69142 

85 


(26.7) 

(46.0) 

(63.0) 

(77.1) 

(882) 

(94.^ 

(100.0) 

(87442) 

(9-1) 

-MedtefFBm/TV/Sturfles 

105 

285 

535 

802 

935 

972 

1030 

11517 

15 


(10.6) 

(282) 

(575) 

(823) 

(944) 

(982) 

(TOO 2) 

(8883) 

(15) 

Music 

195 

40.0 

642 

826 

93.6 

98.1 

1002 

8916 

05 


(19-3) 

(39.7) 

(63.0) 

(82-0) 

(935) 

(9&4) 

(1030) 

(0518) 

(0-9) 

ICther Modem Langs 

30.4 

542 

712 

B32 

902 

930: 

1002 

5601 

0.7 


(29.4) 

(515) 

(702) 

(829) 

(912) 

(937) 

(1002) 

(5431) 

(07) 

Physics 

21.5 

42.9 

612 

735 

87;8 

952 

1030 

33508 

45 


(20-6) 

(39.7) 

(57.6) 

(731) 

(855) 

(94^ 

(1002) 

(32801) 

(4A) 

PoMcal Studies 

135 

36.9 

502 

730 

882 

942 

1002 

10927 

1 A 


(14.6) 

(352) 

(572) 

(752) 

(882) 

(935) 

(1030) 

(11292) 

(15) 

Psychology 

11.0 

28.4 

47.8 

662 

802 

902 

1030 

27209 

35 


(11-2) 

(28.1) 

(48.4) 

(642) 

(79 A) 

(882) 

(100 S3) 

(23877) 

(35) 

Religious Studies 

14.1 

331 

57.0 

77 A 

892 

938 

1002 

9281 

15 


(14 5) 

(34.1) 

(57.7) 

(775) 

(89.7) 

(95.7) 

(1030) 

(9063) 

(1-2) 

^Science 

11.4 

26.8 

434 

685 

862 

942 

10 02 

5821 

0.7 


(11.0) 

(26A) 

(47 2) 

(885) 

(642) 

(835) 

(1030) 

(5141) 

(9-7) 

Sociology 

11.0 

27.1 

434 

802 

755 

85.7. 

1002 

30139 

35 


(10-9) 

(26.0) 

(424) 

(592) 

(74.6) 

(842) 

(100.0) 

(29871) 

(45) 

Spanish 

24.2 

463 

652 

812 

90-4 

937 

100.0 

5826 

0.7 


(23-8) 

(455) 

(64.6) 

(79.8) 

(902) 

(962) 

(100.0) 

©232) 

<P-7) 

Sport/PE Studies 

8.1 

223 

44.0 

69.6 

88-4 

938 

100.0 

13102 

1.7 


(6J) 

(20.1) 

(427) 

(638) 

(836) 

(936) 

(1030) 

(9732) 

(15) 

-Technical subjects 

125 

27.8 

522 

742 

89.7 

938 

1002 

11640 

15 

(1M) 

(282) 

(60.6) 

(735) 

(833) 

(962) 

(100.0) 

(11081) 

(15) 

Welsh 

18-6 

432 

639 

84.4 

937 

995 

1002 

957 

15 


(17.1) 

(412) 

(07.7) 

(862) 

(9 02) 

C9J2) 

(100.0) 

(974) 

(0.1) 

Alt Other Subjects 

125 

295 

472 

642 

772 

862 

100.0 

90% 

15 


(125) 

(302) 

(45.8) 

(82-0) 

(737) 

(830) 

(100.0) 

(9934) 

(1.3) 

TOTAL 

165 

342 

562 

737 

87.1 

945 

100.0 

778115 

100.0 


(180) 

(34.0) 

(538) 

(721) 

(852) 

(936) 

(1002) 

(739163) 

(1005) 


NHS 

trust in 
court for 
putting 
staff at 
risk 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


An NHS trust is to be prose- 
cuted next week for ignoring 
safety rules and putting pa- 
tients and staff at risk from in- 
jury or contamination. 

The Health and Safety Ex- 
ecutive, which described _ the 
case as unprecedented, said it 
had uncovered an “amazing" 
catalogue of breaches of health 
and safety regulations in a rou- 
tine inspection of the Swindon 
and Marlbrongh NHS trust last 
September. The trust runs the 
500-bed Princess Margaret hos- 
pital in Swindon and three 
smaller hospitals. 

The inspection found that 
laboratories handKng dangerous 
pathogens such as tuberculosis 
could not be sealed, clinical 
waste was not separated from 
ordinary waste exposing staff to 
die risk of HIV and hepatitis in- 
fection from used needles. elec- 
trical equipment was badly 
maintained and the trust had no 
policy to prevent violence to- 
wards staff. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Health and Safety Executive 
said the prosecution was die first 
to be brought against airy trust 
where no accident or injury had 
yet occurred. There were so 
many breaches of health and 
safety regulations that the ex- 
ecutive bad no option. 

“Normally, if there are a 
couple of things wrong, we 
would just ask management to 
put them right. But when you 
get a whole raft of problems 
which indicate that manage- 
ment have shown no regard to 
health and safety you have no 
option. We cannot have hospi- 
tals flaunting the regulations 
when there are vulnerable, sick 
and elderly people around.” 

The case will be heard by 
Swindon magistrates next 
Wednesday who have the pow- 
er to impose a fine up to £5,000. 
However, if the case is referred 
to a Crown court the size of the 
fine is unlimited. 

Yesterday, the trust, which 
has been given tbe go-ahead to 
rebuild the Princess Margaret 
hospital under a £14Sm private 
finance scheme, blamed its 
problems on a £40m mainte- 
nance backlog and said it had 
implemented a 64-point plan to 
improve safety since last Sep- 
tember's inspection. 

■ Frank Dobson warned hos- 
pitals yesterday to take a 
tougher line with patients who 
threatened or inflicted violence 
on staff. He told Nursing Stan - 
dard magazine he was working 




* These ttttes cover a range of related subjects 

t Science Includes all science subjects except Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
t Other Modem Languages in dudes alt languages except French, German, Spanish and Welsh. 


fenders. “We wiD be working, 
through the police and magis- 
trates courts, to make sure the 
criminal justice system deals 
more severely with people who 
are involved in violence and as- 
sault on staff than foe general- 
ity of assaults. I think people 
would think that is only right.” 

A health department 
spokesman said hospitals were 
quick to call the pouce to inci- 
dents but slow to prosecute 
the perpetrators. “It is all about 
making sure offenders get pros- 
ecuted," he said. 

Mr Dobson’s remarks came as 
. general practitioners reported an 
increasing risk of violence from 
patients. A survey in Notting- 
hamshire disclosed an incident 
in which female staff were threat- 
ened with mutilation by a patient 
who had been told he could not 
join the practice list 
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Wchael Streeter 

and KeHy PemMe 

Great Britain pic is to be given 
a new, trendier marketing im- 
age in an attempt to attract 
more visitors to the country. 

The influence of cultural 
champions such as rock band 
Oasis and the current theme of 
Cool Britannia win help create 
the new national logo, edging 
out the old “roast beef and roy- 
alty” view of the country. 

Howwer the British Tburist 
Authority yesterday denied re- 
ports that it is dropping the 
Union flag from its brand im- 
age altogether. 

Hie marque, which will fea- 
ture on the BnDAs literature and 
brochures, will be unveiled next 
month after extensive testing of 
the new design with 21 focus 
groups. The £50,000 project is 
seen as important to die de- 
velopment of an industry which 
is already worth £40bn a year to 
the economy. 

Mr David Quarmby, chair- 
man of the BTA, said: “Our re- 
search into visitors' perceptions 
about Britain has shown how 
much they appreciate the 
unique contrasts of the tradi- 
tional and the innovative, our 
history and heritage but also our 
contemporary achievements in 
fashion, style and design. 

“The brief for our designers 
was to capture these contrasts 
in one marque with which we 
can promote Britain abroad as 
a tourism destination.” 

The current logo features 
the BTAs initials alongside a 
Union flag. The London agency 
designing the new logo. Real 
Times Studio, yesterday said 
that it had not been specifical- 
ly asked to keep the flag. “We 
were given a core booklet, 
which contained all the ele- 
ments the BTA wanted looked 
at, and the Union Jack was not 
in it,” said Annie Eaves, its de- 
velopment director. 

Yesterday The Independent 
asked other creative agencies - 
at short notice - to came up with 
their own serious and humorous 


Ins and outs: An image suggested by advertising agency Spencer Landor to promote Britain on the day a traditional image - the guardsman’s bearskin came under threat 


ideas for a new badge of Britain. 

John Spencer, creative part- 
ner of Spencer Landor, 
favoured a design reflecting 
“cool authority”, and said the 
flag ideally should be retained 
but used differently. “The im- 
age needs to be very profes- 
sional, a bit like Lbe perception 
of new Labour." 

Other countries, even if they 
do not use the national flag, nor- 
mally reflect their colours in their 
logos. The French have flashes 
of blue, white and red on their 
marque, in a “deliberate at- 
tempt” to keep the French flag 
as an identity, said Gillian 
Green, head of press for the 
French tourist office. 

Spain's tourist logo depicts 
part of a p ainting by the Span- 
ish artist Miro, but retains the 
country's colours of yellow and 
red. The Dutch tourist office 
does not display national 
colours -but uses a tulip instead. 

Ireland's tourism office re- 
cently dropped plans to replace 
the shamrock with a new logo 
depicting two people with their 
arms outstretched in welcome. 
Critics condemned it as looking 
like sumo wrestlers preparing for 
battle. Australia uses sun, sea 
and kangaroos in their marque, 
but not the flag. Poland last year 
ditched its red, white and black 
logo, based on their national 
flag, and now use the word Rai- 
ska with a graphic depicting the 
country’s landscape. 

What one insider described as 
the “freshening up” of Britain’s 
overseas image was announced 
as another traditional British 
image came under threat - the 
foot^uards’ bearskin. The 
Ministry of Defence announced 
yesterday it is carrying out an- i 
other review of how to replace 
the need for real bears to make 
the headwear. 

Lord Gilbert, the defence 
procurement minister, a noted 
animal lover whose wife Jean is 
a member of the fund-raising 
committee of the Worldwide 
Rind for Nature, is said to be 
concerned at the continuing 
use of the Canadian black bear. 


However, though other ani- 
mal-skin headwear, made out of 
beaver and seal, has been aban- 
doned in favour of synthetic ma- 
terials, the Army has faced 




i 


difficulties in finding suitable al- 
ternatives to lbe longer-haired 
bearskins. 

An MOD spokesman said: “In 
previous experiments, the hats 


became rather bedraggled - like 
a bad hair day ” The spokesman 
said they would rather use longer 
lasting synthetic materials but 
added that the skins come from 


bears already culled by the Ca- 
nadian government, and not 
from an endangered species. “A 
lot of them are knocked down on 


way," he added. The bearskin was 
first worn as an honour by the 
Foot Guards for their defeat of 
the French Imperial Guard, 


roads in places like Ontario any- which wore bearskins, at \fetcr- 


loo. About 2,000 bearskins are 
worn, and 150 replacements are 
needed each year - coining from 
about 50 animals. 

Leading article, page 13 
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Two suspended 
in abuse inquiry 


Wt 














Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

T\vo men working in local-au- 
thority children's homes have 
been suspended after allega- 
tions of abuse dating back to 
thel96Q&, police said yesterday 

Northumbria police are try- 
ing to locate hundreds of for- 
mer residents of council homes 
between the 1960s and 1980s 
who may have been affected. 
Allegations about other work- 
ers have al» emeaged during in- 
quiries by police but they are 
dead or retired and no longer 
working with children. 

One of the men suspended is 
employed by Newcastle City 
Council and 1 the other by 
Northumberland County Coun- 
cil, but they have also worked 


for other authorities. The in- 
vestigation began after a 1970s - 
resident of a Newcastle coun- 
cil home made allegations of 
abuse; subsequent inquiries re- 
sulted in more complaints be- 
ing made. The inquiries are 
believed to span several local 
authority areas. 

Police will be working close- 
ly with child-protection agen- 
cies, social services and health 
as part of the inquiry team. 

The allegations involve not , 
only sexual but also serious 
physical abuse and the investi- 
gation is likely to be “lengthy but ■ 
it is not known how wide-rang- 
ing it may prove to be", a po- 
lice spokeswoman said. 

Police have set up an incident 
room number 0161 868680 for 
anyone who has information. 
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From Glasgow to Batley, Asians 
dance to a diverse cultural beat 


.As ihe Scottish Association of Indi- 
an organisations prepares to «le- 
bnite the 50th anniversary of Indian 
independence in Edinburgh tomor- 
row. there may be some debate - 
over the order in which the nation- 
a! anthems should be played. There 1 
is ,after all, a choice of three: the In- ; 
dian national anthem, the British an- 
them and. of course. ■* Flower of 
Scotland’*. 

The celebrations in this countzv 
represent a lot more than simply 
marking the anniversary of Indian m- 
dependencc. Not only is it a confir- 
mation of the importance of Indian 
culture and a tribute to the Indians, 
both Muslim and Hindu, who fought 
bravely for independence: it is also 
a special time in which Indian peo- 
ple in this country cun celebrate their 
dual identity. 

As Mohimder Chains, director at 
the Indian Workers Association of 
West Yorkshire points out: “As In- 
dia celebrates its independence, 
congratulations should also go to the 
people uf Indian origin in this coun- 
irv who have successfully forged a 
new life in Great Britain but have not 
forgotten the mother country. 

The memorv of independence is 
to some extent overshadowed by the 
horrors of Partition that followed. 
There is undoubtedly a bond be- 
tween British and Indian cultures, 
and in many cases the British Asian 
com muni tv would find it difficult to 
define themselves as belonging to 
one or the other - especially the 
younger generation, who have often 
never even travelled to India. 

But there is still a wish expressed 
hv some British Asians for the 
British to take more responsibility for 
her colonial past. The massacres that 
occurred during Partition have been 
blamed on the Tack of planning that 
went into dividing the country and 
the British government's desire to 
make a quick exit. 

As Sewa Singh Kohli, secrelaiy of 
the Association of Indian Organi- 
sations in Glasgow points out: 
There was no preparation made for 
the gap of administration that was 
covered by the most unusual act in 
our historv. Even when the British 
people decided to change over to the 
decimal svslera, lots of preparation 
went into' it to help make the tran- 
sition easier for people. 

“But when Britain decided to 
leave India and millions of people 


by Margaret 
Rogerson 


had to change countries, no extra 
people were drafted in to help sort 
it out. There were no plans, no 
thought and no discussion.” 

Indeed, there was a great deal of 
confusion leading up to Indian in- 
dependence; people at the time 
seemed unsure about what Partition 
would actually mean. Hafez Hassan 
Daji from Batley in West Yorkshire 
recalls for a Awaaz, a local newspa- 
per. his first impressions of Mo- 
hammed Ali Jinnah, Pakistan's first 
post-independence leader. He heard 



to celebrate Pakistan's Indepen- 
dence Photograph: Nigel Hillfer 


They want Britain 
to accept more 
responsibility for 
the colonial past 


him speak in Alipor in Gujural in 
1938, when Jinnah was beginning to 
promote the idea of a separate 
state. 

“He spoke to us in Urdu and ex- 
plained that the Muslim League 
wanted a separate state for Muslims, 
that would later be Pakistan. We 
didn’t really know what he was talk- 
ing about. We imagined it to be a 
place just for Muslims but in India. 
We certainly didn’t realise that it 
would be another country." 


People who lived in India at the 
time of Partition remembered it 
with great sadness. A Sikh woman 
now Living in Batley told Awaaz 
that independence made no sense 
then. “Before 1947 everyone lived 
like brothers and asters. After in- 
dependence the village was in tur- 
moiL It was like losing a family and 
dose friends as people moved away. 

I found it very difficult. 

T liked India the way it was. Bat 
during those months around Parti- 
tion, it was terrible. At night we 
couldn’t sleep peacefully. We knew 
we might have to get up and go at a 
moment’s notice. We were very 
scared. . . if we went to deep we didn’t 
know if we’d wake up." 

Although- the victory of indepen- 
dence was stained by the honors that 
accompanied Partition, the cele- 
brations in thk country and India it- 
self hark back to an Indian culture 
that was known for its diverse and 
pluralistic communities. 

In Edinburgh, tomorrow morn- 
ing’s festivities will start off with a 
prayer meeting as practised by 
Gandhi hims elf. The meeting will 
represent all the main religious 
groups in India: Hindu. Mus l i m , Sikh 
and Christian. It will also reflect the 
different cultures of today. 

In the evening, as the Scottish 
Asian immuni ty in Edinburgh will 
be attending a public party in Princes 
Street, their London counterparts 
will get ready to, start funking at the 
Soho Spice restaurant where free 
beer will be on offer. The music 
played will be a mixture of Indian 
sounds from the Fifties to the pre- 
sent day. The performance will fea- 
ture several tracks by Apache Indian, 
a rap artist who uses American in- 
fluences alongside traditional Indi- 
an bbangra music. 

Apache Indian’s muse represents 
both Eastern and Western cultures. 

' which goes some way in explaining 
his popularity in Britain, where the 
. British Asian identity is so richly 
i embroidered. 

In the words of Tara Mukheqee 
head of the confederation of Indi 
: an Organisations: “In spite of every- 
thing, independence cemented the 
■ bond of friendship between these two 
• countries and it is now stronger than 
i ever. Today English has become an 
. Indian language.” Enriched, of 
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independence 50 years on 


in Britain, Pakistan and India 

Border 


party may 
soothe the 
wounds of 
partition 

Peter Popham 

in Delhi 


If the authorities permit it to go 
ahead, the most pregnant image to 
come out of India's cc/cb ration of ^0 
years of freedom could be tin un- 
precedented demonstration of lndo- 
Pakistani brotherhood on the border 
between the two perennially warring 
countries. 

For the second year running, an 
organisation called Citizens for 
Democracy plans to bus large num- 
bers of fraternally-inclined Indians 
- the organisers predict about 2,500 
people will turn up - to Waggh. some 
eight hours from Delhi, the only land 
crossing to Pakistan. Organisers on 
the Pakistan side, it is planned, will 
be doing the same thing. (Last year, 
due to a mix-up. no Pakistanis 
showed up.) 

Stages will be constructed a few 
dozen metres from the crossing 
point, and participants from both 
sides will enjoy a programme of clas- 
sical music and dance. Around mid- 
night. if the guards allow it, a small 
contingent will be permitted to cross 
over and embrace those on the oth- 
er side. It will be a symbolic way to 
assuage the wounds of Partition. 

Meanwhile the commemoration in 
the capital will follow a more tradi- 
tional course. Delhi is filling up 
with the impediment! of a major pub- 
lic event: barriers, floodlights, mar- 
quees, chairs. But it is symptomatic 
of the apparently desperate haste 
with which the celebration has been 
organised that as recently as last week 
the event organiser which won the 
tender to stage the main show was 
bickering publicly with the sponsors, 
Delhi City Government, over the 
payment schedule, and declaring 
that unless it received more money 
up front it would be unable to im- 
port the required high-tech 
equipment from the UK. 



Artistic freedom: Dancing girts listen to an elderly freedom fighter at a ceremony in Delhi to honour the heroes of the Independence struggle 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Once the final wrinkles have been 
ironed out. however. Delhi should 
enjoy a grandstand seat at a cele- 
bration which will combine ele- 
ments of the familiar, the spectacular 
and the emotional. 

Jl will kick off at 9pm today with 
a “March of the Nation” along the 
main axis of Lutyens’s New Delhi 
from Nehru Stadium in the east to 
the park at the threshold of the Pres- 
idential Palace in the west, a distance 
of nearly two miles. Delhi City Gov- 
ernment's Accounts Department al- 
lowing. the march wfl] culminate in 
a spectacular show for an audience 
of some 7.000 (plus several hundred 
million more on television), with mu- 


sic and dunce. fireworks and a laser 
show. 

Shortly before midnight, the ac- 
tion shifts to the Central Hall of Par- 
liament for the grave, profoundly 
traditional portion of the celebration 
where, in the presence of parlia- 
mentarians. ambassadors and the 
chief guest of honour. Betty 
Boothroyd. the Speaker of the 
House of Commons, a recording of 
Nehru's famous “Freedom at Mid- 
night” speech will be played. 

“Long years ago we made a ttySl 
with destiny, and now the time 
comes when we shall redeem our 
pledge," those rarefied Harrovian 
vowels will enunciate once more. 


“...At the stroke of midnight, when 
the world sleeps, India will awake to 
life and freedom ..." 

It was originally intended that Ms 
Boothroyd would speak during the 
ceremony, but the idea was scrapped 
after an MP of the Hindu national- 
ist BJP denounced it as “preposter- 
ously idiotic” to have a Briton 
speaking on what was “a quintes- 
senlially Indian night”. 

The following morning’s main 
event is also comfortably familiar at 
the Red Fort, the grandest monu- 
ment of pre-Lutyens Delhi, the In- 
dian white, green and beige tricolour 
will be hoisted and the prime min- 
ister. Mr I K Gujral, will make a 


speech. Later tomorrow, at 3.30pm, 
yet another traditional anniversary 
item is scheduled. Richard Atten- 
borough’s pious Gandhi will be 
screened once more, this year pre- 
ceded by an hour-long documentary 
on the making of the film. 

Earlier in the day, however, 
Gandhi's name will be invoked 
with a different resonance when 150 
slum children gather at the Gand- 
hi Memorial in central Delhi, hold- 
ing placards berating the 
government for failing to make 
good the promises of the freedom 
fighters of 50 years ago; to elimi- 
nate illiteracy, poverty and child 
labour. 


‘Bandit Queen’ threatens seff-immolatfon 


Phoolan Devi, the low caste 
“bandit queen” In the film of 
that name who last year 
became an MP, is threatening 
to disrupt India's Indepen- 
dence Day celebrations by 
setting herself on fire at the 
Parliament House. 

Ms Devi i9 upset because a 
political enemy has decided to 
revive 55 cases pending 
against her, including charges 
of mass murder, which could 
bring to an end her new and 
comfortable fife as a politician. 


With her fine sense of theatre, 
Ms Devi has now seized the ini- 
tiative with her threat to end it 
all. “Forgive me or kill me", she 
told a press conference in 
Delhi, “but do not humiliate me 
like this.” 

ft is thought unlikely that Ms 
Devi will carry out her threat 
But if she were to succeed in 
getting arrested in Delhi, it 
would keep her out of the 
grasp of the and give her a 
breathing space. Her bandit 
cunning has deserted her. 
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Child beauty queen may 
have been murdered in 
sado-masochist ritual 


Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 

A child murder case that has 
gripped America for eight 
months took a new turn yes- 
terday with belated publica- 
tion of the post-mortem report 
Published in the face of po- 
lice objections, it established 
that JonBenet Ramsey, a six- 
year-old beauty queen from 
Boulder. Colorado, had been 
strangled, but also supplied ev- 
idence suggesting sbe may have 
been the victim of a sado- 
masochistic rituaL 
Although it was rumoured 
that JonBentit had been stran- 
gled, the report supplied a 
wealth of detail pointing to 
bondage: it said she was found 
on her back, with a cord round 
her neck that was attached to 
a piece of wood 
There was another cord 
around her chest and she was 
wearing a longwhitesequinned 
robe. She wore a bracelet in- 
scribed with her name and the 
date of Christmas Day, 1996 - 
the day before her body was 
found - and had a small red 
heart inscribed on tbe palm of 
her left hand in red ink. Her 
skull had been fractured and sbe 
may have been sexually as- 
saulted 




John and Patsy Ramsey, who deny killing their daughter 
and claim an aggrieved ex-employee had a motive 


JonBenet was reported miss- 
ing on Boxing Day after her 
mother, Patsy, found a note de- 
manding Si 18,000 ransom. Thar 
evening her father, John, re- 
ported the discovery of her 
body in a basement room of the 
famil y borne. While popular sus- 
picion fell on one or other par- 
ent, no one has been arrested 
and no suspects named 
The case gripped America, 
partly because of JonBenlt's 
celebrity, partly because her 
mother is an ex-beauty gueen, 
partly because of the family’s 
wealth and partly because the 
crime happened at Christmas. 


The murder also opened up the 
world of child beauty pageants 
to unflattering scrutiny. The 
post-mortem report was pub- 
lished as tbe result of a judge’s 
order. 

The police said details in 
the report could tip off tbe killer 
about lines of inquiry but jour- 
nalists following the case not- 
ed that some details remained 
either unknown or undisclosed 

There was no estimated time 
of death - a crucial detail in re- 
lation to the ransom note and 
in view of the fact that there was 
deep snow on the ground at tire 
time and no footprints were 


found around the bouse. The 
question of whether JonBen£t 
was sexually assaulted was also 
left open, although early reports 
- later retracted - said sbe was. 

The police have been criti- 
cised not only for failing to find 
the killer but for their hand ling 
of the case, starting with what 
is described as the cardinal er- 
ror of not searching or sealing; 
off as soon as the presumed kid- 
nap was reported. 

The Ramseys, who have re- 
tained separate lawyers and in- 
sist they are innocent, have put 
it about that an aggrieved for- 
mer employee ofMr Ramsey 
might have had a motive for the 
killing, and cite the specific 
sum in the ransom demand 

They have also taken out 
newspaper advertisements of- 
fering a reward for information 
that could lead to their daugh- 
ter's killer. 

The police have taken re- 
peated handwriting samples 
from Mis Ramsey am have also 
taken DNA samples from Mr 
Ramsey. The results, in both 
cases, are said to have been in- 
conclusive. The only other per- 
son thought to be in the family 
bouse at the time, JonBenet’s 
brother Burke, aged nine, was 
ruled out of tbe inquiry at an 
early stage. 



Victim: JonBenet Ramsey, found with a oord around Her neck, according to foe delayed post-mortem report 
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Eric Saver 

Jerusalem 

President Bill Clinton’s Middle 
East troubleshooter, Dennis 
Ross, held separate, last-minute 
talks last night with the Israeli 
Prime Minister, Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu. and the Palestinian 
President, Yasser Arafat, before 
flying back to Whshington. 

He had little to show for his 
four-day mission to revive the 
peace negotiations, beyond the 
establishment of a jomt panel 
of Israeli and Palestinian secu- 
rity chiefs, with officials of the 
CIA sitting in. 

Tha t may, however, be 
enough for the Secretary of 
State, Madeleine Albright, to 
launch a personal rescue ini- 
tiative as promised at the end 
of this month. 

A jaundiced Israeli official 
said fast night that Mr Ross had 
only created a framework- “It 


Crowds 

cheer 

‘vampire’ 

hanging 


Tehran fReuter) - An Iranian 
serial oiler dubbed “Tfebran 
Vhmpire” was banged from a 
mobile crane in Tbnran yester- 
day as a crowd of about 20,000 
people looked on. 

The crowd gathered at dawn 
at the Olympic Village district 
in west Tehran to see 28-year- 
old Gholamreza Kboshrou 
Kouran Rordieh fashed fay his 
victims’ male relatives before his 
public execution. Khoshrou was 
condemned to death after con- 
fessing on television to the lad- 
nap, rape and murder of nine 
gills and women aged 10 to 47 
in four months this year. 

Kboshron carried out his 
crimes by night, posing as a free- 
lance taxi driver, thus earning 
himself the title of the Tbhran 
vampire. 

“Innocent blood will always 
be avenged,” a robed cleric 
told the crowd before tbe sen- 
tence was carried out. 

Verses from the Koran, were 
relayed through loudspeakers to 
onlookers who had fought 
through two-mile traffic jams to 
get to the scene. 

The crowd, kept away from 
the crane by a fine of police, 
surged to tbe wall when 
Khoshrou was brought in front 
of them with his bands tied. 

Officials threw Khoshrou 
down on his stomach where he 
was then given 214 lashes by 
male relatives of the victims. 
Members of the crowd count- 
ed out tbe number of lashes and 
cheered the relatives. Khoshrou 
was then led to the crane where 
a rope was placed around his 
neck before being slowly 
winched off the ground. 

“He deserves worse,” said 
Maryam Bakhti, a 29-year-old 
graduate, who said she got into 
Khoshrou’s car one evening in 
1994 and had to fight her way 
out of the car after he drove 
down a dark side street. 


has to be judged by content and 
results,** he insisted “Up to 
now, we haven't seen any con- 
crete steps of the kind we think 
are vital if there is to be real co- 
operation against terrorism." 

A s ummi t meeting between 
Mr Netanyahu and King Hus- 
sein of Jordan earlieryesterday 
in the Jordanian Red Sea port 
of Aqaba was equally unpro- 
ductive. 

The Israeli leader rejected a 
Jordanian call to ease restric- 
tions on 2 million West Bank 
and Gaza Palestinians, imposed 
after the 30 July suicide bomb- 
ing in a Jerusalem market, 
which killed 14 Israeli civil- 
ians. He said Israel had intelli- 
gence information that further 
attacks were being planned 

Mr Netanyahu also declined 
to hand over tax revenues, col- 
lected by Israel on behalf of the 
Palestinian Authority, now es- 
timated to be running at about 


S135m. Mr Arafat has had to 
raise hank loans to pay police 
and civil service salaries. 

In another flexing of muscles. 
Israeli bulldozers have this 
week demolished 10 Palestinian 
homes in the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem, alleged to have 
been built without permits. Mr 
Netanyahu reiterated his claim 
that Israel was not punishing the 
Palestinian population. 

The nearest to an Israeli 
concession in Aqaba was tbe 
Prime Minister's most explicit 
pledge so far to lift sanctions 
step-by-step with evidence that 
the Palestinian Authority was 
keeping its word and fighting the 
men of violence. 

King Hussein puL a brave 
face on the continuing stale- 
mate, saving he hoped it was a 
turning point towards achieving 
a just peace. His listeners 
could only pray he knew some- 
thing they didn’t. 


significant shorts 


Crash relatives stage 
sit-in at Guam airport 

Relatives of victims of fast week’s Korean Air crash 
staged a sit-in at Guam airport, angered by problems 
returning the remains to South Korea. About 50 
protesters, sitting in front of the Korean Air counter, 
complained that the recovery of the remains from the 
crash site was taking too long. The disaster killed 226 
people and dozens of bodies and body parts are still in the 
wreckage. AP- Agana 

$lbn bid for tank monopoly 

General Dynamics bid $lbn (£625m) for the 
military-vehicle producer United Defence LP, an 
acquisition that would face a major monopoly decision by 
tbe Clinton administration, because if General Dynamics 
succeeded it would become the sole US maker of tanks. 

Reuters - New fork 

Chinese get the mobile habit 

Forecasts for tbe booming Chinese mobile-phone market 
say the country should have more than 30 million users by 
2000. Growing by an average of 160 per cent a year, the 
Chinese market is the third largest in the world, after the 
United States and Japan. AP - Peking 

Limp French excuse 

The French sex drive is waning and more half of those 
queried for a suiyey on their private lives say they can put 
up with long periods of chastity. A survey for L 'Evcnement 
du Jeudi showed 38 per cent of those poued were making 
love less than they used to and 42 per cent said their sex 
lives were unchanged. As for chastity, 52 percent said they 
-would not be bothered by a long period without making 
l° ve - Reuters - Paris 
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The Great 
Leader 
rules from 
beyond 
the grave 


inside north korea 



North Korea has not had a head 
of stale or, more importantly 
a leader of the ruling Korean 
Workers Party for more than 
three years. From a Korean 
point of view, though, both 


— ^ Cult figure: North Koreans bowing before a memorial to Khn II Sung in Pyongyang. The president died three years ago, but still dominates North Korea Photogaphs. Stephen Vines 

Sfpnhpn l/inoc in P\/rtnri\/onrf withAfewnreek that the son will Kim Jong ITs late father first half ofl 998”. he predicts, last imblinkmg Stalimst re^me Kim iD 

tepnen VinGS 111 ryOngyBng be formally inaugurated as pres- erected a one-party stale with By then the food crisis will be wiBhave to change uith . g mmp « ; n 

— _ — ident in October according to in- Soviet assistance after the See-- out of control and, he believes, ^bat you see right amr jb mg. As . . , h " 

... vitations that Russia has ond World War. Early days a part of the elite will break the unravelling of a system pie of moo 

litv is that North Korea is h/ clear that Kim Inna it vim mvivwi Umuwr v^i nnn n n.on> h» ndhiwc in.ic« , w r^Uv have tn which must have been fairly limited food supplies awinaie 


££ ^^Tou C h KO S North Korea is ly clear that Kim Jong a Kim aAnrjSS^ «»CS£ a^and^r^Th^eTo which must hiVe been ^od,pg«e 

these posts are riUfSf’ iS5 h lhe most diplomat!- D Sung’s eldest son from hfe sec- isbmashadcwofbislather.Bri- elimination of all opposition, do something drastic' 1 . Foreign good 20 years ago, one said, even further, ttw: shivermg pec^ 

from theTmaU techniralirethS ^ IS ? a [ * d nal,on 1 on earth - ond mam 'age, is about to step an Bridges, an expert on North and there is still no real dissent officials in Lhe North Korean Nevertheless, he argues, they pie Iwmg out the Juche Idea 

their incumbent only missions “ thron g ,n g” into his father's huge shoes. Korea from Hong Kong s Ling- now. But Dr Bridges believes capital, Pyongyang, are less can continue for a very long might 

... ulL “ mDenl *s deceased. its doont nrc of a rf Hn nnre r vi_ -- ,z .. .... , i ----- .u_. Sh i.. nn . n Rplimw* me. these oeoDle well self-reliance is working. 


By then the food crisis will be will have to change in the end. 
out of control and, he believes, ‘‘What you see right now is 

a part of the elite will break the unravelling of a system 


Kim D Sung's megalomania 
and ego have survived his pass- 
ing. As winter comes in a cou- 
ple of months time and the 


Tim ti c “ ° eceased ’ ^ doors are of aid donora fi- 
th r e i “9onV tQ aUevn ' ate the economic 
taring wi£ 1Cd ln J r ,y 1994, disas ter resulting from President 
“J” 051 nite - is not al- 


half a centuiy. He left a chasm 
which the North Korean lead- 
ership is wary of filling. “The 
President will live for ever, 
therefore the President's seat 
will always be empty,” explained 
an official guide in front of a gi- 
ant bronze statue of the late 


lowed inside this sacred place, 
where shoes must be discarded 
and bowing before images of the 
Great Leader is not voluntary. 
Most of the population has 
been shepherded around the 
exhibition. It exists, it is claimed, 
as proof of Lhe internationally 


leader depicted with his hand popularity of the two Kims and 
outstretched to the people. it locates North Korea at the 
The late leader lives on in epicentre of world affairs, 
many ways. Every adult citizen Like every other successful 


wears a badge carrying his por- Asian Communist leader, Kim 
trait. It is almost impossible to II Sung paid more attention to 


walk more than five minutes in 
any city without meeting a Kim 
II Sung statue, hoarding, or a 
building 
named in his 
honour. This is 


a personality cult 
which dwarfs tb 


which dwarfs the 

cults of Stalin and iff' *llHB Tl 
Chairman Mao. 

The cult is over- 
whelming and bizarre. 

At its apex stands the JjreaB9j9| 

International friend- 

ship Exhibition, local- ^ 

ed in the middle of 

the country at Mount 

Myohyang, one of Ko- 

rea'smost beautiful ar- 

rentable -L'-l 

the worst Bronze statue of Kim II Sung 

excesses of 

early Soviet brutalism), it is a pies too. Boc 


n bung paid more attention to 
nation alism than to the inter- 
nationalist ideas of Karl Marx. 
President Kim’s hotch- 
potch theory, dignified 
yH in North Korea as the 
“Juche Idea", re- 
volves essen- 
tially around 

the notlon of 

setf_reliaDCe - Ba- 
sically it says 
LjlS^B that Koreans 

® ' I I can do anything 

they set their 
minds to. Then, 
^illfllS remembering 

that Socialist 

■ ^^B internationalism 

ffl H ought to come 

H into this, the 

■ BH Juche Idea 


generously 
suggests 
that the 
same priori- 
Kim II Sung pies apply to 

other peo- 
ples too. Bookshelves in North 


rgantuan shrine to the Great Korea are crammed with vari- 
ader and to his son the Dear ations of turgidly written non- 


Leader. The twist to the shrine's sense on this. To an outsider 
story is that it is stuffed with these seem gibberish, but they 
“61,000 valuable presents", giv- are studied with reverence by 
en to the two leadens by people Koreans. 


from all over the world. A 
“spontaneous” poem by Kim H 
Sung puts it this way: “The 


“Frankly speaking, 95 per 
cent of the people regard Kim 
ID Sung as their father,” said the 


country ruined by cringing and guide. It was not made clear 
subjected to so much suffering, what fate would befall the 5 per 
is now thronged by goodwill cent who had other views. How- 
missions from all lands.” The re- ever, it is becoming increasing- 
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Alexandre Mansourov, a for- nan University, describes him as that the leadership cannot stay sure that anything will happen time. Believe me, these beofile 

mer Soviet diplomat in North a “dimwit”. “Tie just doesn't unchallenged for much longer, so soon, though they accept the stiDbave trust in the leadership, 

Korea, said in a recent interview have the intellect to run it all”. “The crunch must come in the crunch will come and that the their tolerance level is so high . 


time. Believe me, these people well self-reliance is working, 
still have trust in the leadership, ■ This is the second article 
their tolerance level is so high”, in a three-part series. 
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Lance Barnard 


Lance Barnard shook Australia 
during one of the most exciting 
periods in Australian politics, 
the fortnight in 1972 known as 
the “two-man government". 
His partner in this episode was 
Gough Whitlam, who led the 
Australian Labor Party to pow- 
er in November that year after 
23 years in the electoral wilder- 
ness. Barnard was Whi dam’s 
deputy leader, and the two men 
set about reforming public life 
at a pace that has never been 
equalled before or since. 

Without waiting for the cus- 
tomary two weeks that it would 
normally take the newly- 
elected Labor MPs to gather 
aiyj elect a front bench, as the 
rules then decreed, Whitlam 
and Barnard divided between 
themselves the entire spread of 
minis terial portfolios and fired 
off a volley of executive deci- 
sions that left Australians gob- 
smacked. 

The outgoing conservative 



Barnard: fofl to WdUam 
Photograph: Camera Press 

Liberal-National coalition bad 
been in power since 1949. It was 


and out of touch with a new gen- 
eration of baby-boomer voters. 
For Labor supporters, the at- 
mosphere was not unlike that of 
Britain in 1997, when the tor- 
por of a sclerotic administration 


vast 

meat ofa new political era un- 
folded. 

The Wbitlam-Bamard du- 
umvirate became an earth- 
quake under Australia’s stolidly 
conservative political land- 
scape. Whitlam held 13 min- 
istries, Barnard 14, including 
defence, the portfolio that he 
retained when normality was re- 
stored af ter the fan ministry was 
sworn in. 

The duo’s first act was to 
abolish conscription to the 
armed forces, which the con- 
servatives had introduced eight 
years earlier to bolster Aus- 
tralia's controversial commit- 
ment of troops to the Vietnam 
war. Then they released draft 
dodgers from prison and an- 
nounced that Australia’s re- 
maining soldiers in Vietnam 
would be brought home. The 
youth of Australia applauded. 

Next, the two-man govern- 
ment abolished British imper- 


ial honours down under and re- 
placed them with an Australian 
honours system. They an- 
nounced that Australia would 
recognise the People’s Repub- 
lic of China, thawing a Cold Hfcr 
diplomatic freeze, banned the 


original reserves, refused entry 
of racially selected sporting 
teams to Australia and started 
moves to grant independence to 
Papua New Guinea, Australia’s 
northern neighbour. 

Gordon Buney, then an Aus- 
tralian representative at the 
United Nations, and later a La- 
bor minister, captured the ex- 
dtement of those times when he 
said' “By the time the duumvi- 
rate had been operating for a 
week, all 1 wanted was to get 
back to Australia as soon as I 
could There were thousands 
like me, accustomed to cringing 
culturally when, as an Aus- 
tralian abroad one was either 
thought of as an Austrian or as 


a variety of South African, but 
who quickly found reason to 
rake pride in what the new 
government was doing.” 

With a typical flourish, Whh- 
lam described bis interregnum 
with Barnard as “the smallest 
ministry with jurisdiction over 
Australia since a temporary 
British administration under 
the Duke of Wellington in 
1844”. Barnard himself was 
more down-to-earth. “It was the 
most interesting period of my 
life,” he said “This bad never 
occurred before in the history 
of Australia. The public were, 
I think, pleased something was 
being done. We were sworn in 
on the Monday, on the Tuesday 
conscription had ended and I 
had arranged for national ser- 
vice personnel to leave the 
camps as they wanted to.” 

The remarks say much about 
the differences between these 
two unlikely partners. Whit- 
lam was a “new Labor” man, a 


lawyer who prided himself on 
has audition and who found few 
dose friends among his team. 
Barnard was a traditional Labor 
Fin n a te acher from Thamnia 
wife no pretensions toraatch his 
leader’s intellectual reach but 
whose practicality and unflag- 
hfflam treasured 
now .81, praised 
Barnard falsomdy on hjs death. 

According to Ro® McMnffin, 
author erf The Light on the H&, 
a history of the Australian La- 
bor Party, Barnard was one of 
the few friends that Whidam 
made among federal Labor 
MPs: “Barnard’s most impor- 
tant attribute was being a foil to 
Whitlam, something that 
helped to keep Gough on the 

Barnard was bom into a po- 
litical family in Launceston, 
Tasmania, and educated at 
Launceston Ibcbnical SchooL 
His father held the local feder- 
al seat of Bass for 15 years, dur- 


Bill Shine 


What set Bill Shine apart from 
most character actors was a 
readiness to have a go at any- 
thing which did not compromise 
his genial gusto. 

In the classics or ultimate re- 
vue, Ealing comedy or Victori- 
an melodrama. Restoration 
comedy or English farce, his line 
in affable loafers, military gen- 
tleman, vacuous dandies and 
dim-witted aristocrats made 
him one of the busiest and 
most popular of supporting 
players on stage or screen for 
almost seven decades. Toff or 
twerp, he did not mind, as 
long as he could register his 
brand of British, or Irish, fun - 
he had particular successes in 
Shaw, O'Casey and Paul Vin- 
cent Carroll - with that unpre- 
tentious zest and snappy timing 
that were part of his technical 
equipment 

One of the last pltyets to un- 
derstand the dramatic uses and 
abuses of a monocle in come- 
dy, force and pantomime (as 
squires and barons). Shine 
could disport himself in old- 
fashioned musical comedy with 
as much relish as he brought to 
Irish melodrama. He was, after 
all, born into the business. 

His father Wilfred Shine 
ruled in melodrama of all sorts 
in the eariy part of the centuty 
and even while BQty was a boy, 
toured the Lancashire comedy 
The Jeffersons for seven un- 
broken years. In 1924 he 
brought it to London. To the 
critic James Agate’s grief, it 
foundered, not because it was 
a bundle of cliches, but because 
Londoners could not under- 
stand the humour of Lancashire 
as Agate did. 

Apart from his notable fa- 
ther, Shine's mother, two uncles, 
an aunt and grandmother were 
also on tiie stage. It was while 
learning his trade sweeping it or 
as call boy or watching from the 
wings that young Billy was 
judged qualified to make his 


ddbuL In 1917 he played a 
Stork in Princess Any at the 
Winter Gardens, New Brighton. 

At 15 be appeared with Sybil 
Thorndike and Charles 
Laughton at the Arts Theatre 
in George Moore's Shake- 
speare play. The Making of an 
Immortal, but for from going 
into the theatre Shine seized the 
chance to work in the talkies 
throughout the next decade, the 
Thirties. He made 164 British 
films between 1929 {High Seas, 
The Flying Scotsman ana Under 
The Greenwood Tree) and 1971 
(Not Tbnight, Darling). 

Highlights in between ranged 
from Sir Percy Blakcney in The 
Scarlet Pimpernel (1934) to Eal- 
ing comedy, Tbminy Hinders 
Champagne Charlie (1944) to 
The Red Shoes (1948), 1 he 
OdUem Hundreds (1949), Father 
Brown (1954), The Deep Blue Sea 
(1955). Richard m (1955) and 
Blue Murder at Si Tritium's 
(1957). One of his most charac- 
teristic supporting parts on 
screen was tbit of the wizard- 
prang type of public school RAF 
officer; though since he was 
making as many as four films a 
year (and usually also appearing 
on stage at night). Shine’s talent 
for the cameo appearance was 
never easy to pin down. 

During the Second World 
War, though, he was back on 
stage tourii^* for the Council for 
the Encouragement of Music 
and the Arts (later to become 
tiie Aits Council) in a repertoire 
of plays headed by Shaw’s The 
Man of Destiny. Then he joined 
what every playgoer then re- 
garded as the next best thing to 
a national theatre, since sub- 
sidised theatre was then un- 
heard of, Alec Qunes’s Festival 
of English Drama at the Arts. 
It started with seasons of Far- 
quhar, Sheridan, Pinero and 
Shaw, and Shine was in evety- 
thing. I still remember him 
amusingly ali ghting on that tiny 

stage in a pair of angel's wings 



SNne (far toft): know how to keep both Iris face and his acting straight; with, from left, John Ftanklyn, Frederick Bennett and Joan 
Stemdale- Bennett in 77 m Cure and the Garden at the Players’ Theatre, 1946 Photn^aph: Mander & Mfocheraon 


in The Simpleton of the Unex- 
pected Isles- “dropping in from 
the Elysian fields," as J.C. 
Trewin put it 

His Joxer Daly in Juno and 
die Paycock first appeared at 
Birmingham Rep in 1945 and 
was revived at Henley 30 years 
later. His Conn in Dion Boud- 
caulfs The Shaugfaraun at the 
Old Bedford, Camden Tbwn 
(1950), was something for col- 
lectors. So was the whole sea- 
son. When shall we get a chance 
to reacquaint ouiselfes with 
such melodramatic treasures 
as East Lynne (“Dead - and nev- 
er called me mother!”), Black 
Eyed Susan (“Intoxicated too- 
1 must avoid him!”). Trilby (in 


which he made a fine SvengaK) 
and The Beds. Howto avoid bur- 
lesquing such pieces while play- 
ing them for all they were 
worth? The audience could be 
as much of a nuisance as any- 
thing, giggling at every chance, 
yet silence was finally imposed 
by an indefinable theatrical 
power and Shine knew bow to 
keep both bis face and his act- 
ing straight 

er was^felt again at the ofdSt 
James's Theatre in London 
where he played Sewer Man to 
Martha Hunt’s Mad Woman of 
OudDQot Shine surety had Isome- 
tiling of his father’s spirit in him. 
Even if most modern memories 


recall first the handle-bar mous- 
tache, the upper-dass accent and 
die gallery of well-intentioned 
bunglers, addle-brained aristo- 
crats, amiable incompetents and 
a whole range of RAF types, ec- 
centric clerics and charming 
loafers. Shine was trained in a 
school where the whole 
physique counted for theatrical 
expression. He had long since 
learned how to turn tallness, a 
sleepy-eyed look, a nimble 
carnage and a lean buOd to com- 
prehensivety comical or arrest- 
ing advantage; whether as Lord 
Summerhays in Misalliance 


LordFoppington fa Vanbrugh’s 
Virtue in Danger (1966) or Lord 
Littlehamptoo m Maudiel 
(1974). 

On television his most recent 
part in the 1980s was that of the 
eccentric inventor Black in the 
series Supergran, with (of 
course) smoking jacket and 
cap. Cuch£s? Shine gave them 
a new sheen. 

Adam Benedick 



Wilfred William Denis Shine, ac- 
tor. bom London 20 October 
1911; married first Julia Lang 
(one son; marriage dissolved 
1949), second 1949 Diana Cedi 
(nde Manship; one son); died 
London 24 July 1997. 


Luther Allison 


The death of the blues musician 
Luther Allison has come at a 
particularly poignant time, 
when he was m altin g the best 
music of his career and being 
recognised as one of the lead- 
ing exponents of the blues gui- 
tar. In May 1997 he had won 
three W. C. Handy blues awards 
including Blues Entertainer of 
the Year. This August Bank 
Holiday weekend he was due to 
headline the Great British R&B 
Festival at Colne, Lancashire. 

With his new success, Allison 
had developed a potent blend 
of blues, soul, funk and rock ’n' 
roll. He often worked with a 
horn section and he was known 
for performing energetic, two- 
hour rets at festivals. In the UR, 
be played with success at both 
the Burnley Blues Festival and 
the Great British R&B Festival. 

Luther Allison was born in 
Mayflower, Arkansas, in 1939. 
He was the 14th of 15 children 
and his father and brothers 
worked in the cottonfields. In 
1951 the family moved to 
Chicago and Luther found him- 
self at school with Muddy Wa- 
ters’ son. His brother Ollie was 
already working as a blues 
musician and Luther started 
playing his guitar. He also 
acoompanied some of his oth- 
er brothers in a gospel group, 
the Southern Travellers. 

In 1957 a blues group was 

formed to play the Bungalow 
C3ub fa Chicago. The line-up in- 
cluded Luther and his brother 
Grant and they called them- 


selves the Rolling Stones, after 
a Muddy Wtters’ song. They 
soon tired of the name and be- 
came the Four Jivers. Allison 
was becoming a skilled gui- 
tarist influenced by B. B. King 
and Otis Rush, ana he was en- 
couraged to sing by Freddie 
King, When King found work 
outside Chicago, he took over 
his residency at a local dub. 

Luther also jammed on stage 
with Howlin' Wolf and for sev- 
eral years was a blues journey- 
man, working with Little 
Richard, Magic Slim and Mud- 
dy Waters. 

In 1967 be achieved some na- 
tional recognition through the 
compilation album Sweet Home 
Chicago, for Delmark Records. 
This prompted Delmark to 
record an album. Love Me 
Mama , with him and his then 
group, the Blue Nebulae, in 
1969. The label’s manager. Bob 
Koester, said that he believed 
Allison to be “one of the most 
original exponents of the mod- 
em blues”. The same year he 
appeared at the Ann Arbor 
Blues Festival and played on the 
albums Further On Up The 
Road by Shakey Jake Hams and 
Slim's Got This Thing Coin’ On 
by Suxmyland Slim. 

Solo success seemed possible 
when he became the first -and, 
in the event, the only - blues 
performer to sign with the 
Thmla-Motown label, but the or- 
ganisation did not know how to 
promote the three albums he 
made for their subsidiary. 


Bad News is 

(1972), Luther's Blues (1974) 
and Night Life (1976) are now 
collectors’ items. 

In 1976 Allison came to Eu- 
rope for the first time. He was 
disillusioned by the commercial 
failure of his Gordy albums and 
he noted that Memphis Slim 
and Champion Jack Dupree 
had settled with considerable 
success in Europe. He moved to 
France and he told audiences, 
“I don’t speak French but my 
guitar does”. 

Many of his concert perfor- 
mances have found their way on 
to albums, notably Live in Paris 
(1979). Earlier this year, a com- 

^ Been? Luther Allison - Live 
inMontreux, 1976-1994. 

In order to appeal to a wide 
following, Allison included 
some rock numbers by Jimi 
Hendrix and the Rolling Stones 
in his repertoire. On being told 
that he played like the Stones, 
be said. “That’s a no-no. As far 
as Fm concerned they play like 
me.” He worked with his son, 
Bernard, a singer/guitarist who 
has released his own albums 
with his father playing har- 
monica. 

In 1983 Allison returned to 
his blues roots with the highly- 
acdaim<^ album. Serous. This 
obtained recognition in the 
United States and he was signed 
to the Chicago-based Alligator 
Records with Soul Fatin' Man 
(1993) being his first American 
album in 17 years. The maga- 



iim u n stopp ab le': AUtson at the 100 Club, London In 1988 


zine Guitar Player thought it 
combined “the wisdom of a 
master storyteller with the ele- 
gance of B. B. King, the elas- 
ticity of Buddy Guy and tiie big 
sting of Albert King”. The sec- 
ond album. Blue Streak (1995), 
topped the US blues charts for 
19 weeks. Acknowledging the 
applause at the Chicago Blues 
he shouted, u I’m not 


m^back. rm unstop 



. 10 July while] 
on stage, Luther Allison felt 
dizzy and lost co-ordinatkjn. He 
was taken to hospital where be 
was diagnosed as having inop- 
erable lung cancer. He cancelled 
appearances and in order to 
help with medical bills, a fund- 
raising night at the 100 Qub in 
Loudon bad just been arranged 


Photograph: Dave Peabody / Redfems 


His best epitaph would be a line 
from a Guitar Flayer review: “He 
I the blues as if his life was 
; in the balance”. 

Spencer Leigh 

Luther Allison, singer and g ui- 
tarist: bom Mayflower, Arkansas 
17 August 1939; married (one 
son); died Madison, Wisconsin 
12 August 1997. 


ing which he was a minister in 
the post-war Labor 
meat headed tty Ben Chi 
Lance Barnard served with the 
Australian army in the Middle 
East during the Second World 
Wfer. The tattle ofEl Alamrin, 
where he was an artifieiy offi- 
cer, left him with permanent 
hearing damage. 

Barnard himself won his fa- 
ther’s old seat at the 1954 gen- 
eral election and held It fin 1 23 
years. In 1974, he was unseat- 
ed as deputy prime minister by 
Jim Cairns, a soon of the Left 
The following year, Barnard 
told Whitlam he wanted to re- 
tire from politics. Whifiam ap- 
pointed him Australia’s 
ambassador to Sweden, Finland 
and Norway. - 

By then, Wtdtlam's govern- 
ment was under siege from a se- 
ries of political aria economic 
scandals. Barnard’s departure 
brought a by-election for Bass 
in 1975, which was a landslide 


i Labor. It presaged the 
jrion of Labor at the 



icuaw. 

Whitlam’s governmen t last- 
ed only three years, but it was 
a watershed in changing Aus- 
tralia's image, particularly m so- 
cial w pd foreign policy. Barnard 
played an important part in 
brin g in g those changes to 
fr ui tion. In his own unostenta- 
tious way, he later claimed that 
looking after his constituents 
down home in Tasmania was his 
most testing achievement. “1 
never forgot their interests at all 
times,” besakL 

Robert MQIikcn 

Lance Herbert Barnard, politi- 
cian; bom Launceston, Tasma- 
nia 1 May 1919; Deputy Prime 
Minister of Australia 1972-74, 
Minister for Defence 1972-75; 
di*d Melbourne 6 August 1997. 


Sir Tom 
Normanton 


Ibm Normanton was an im- 
combidatioD.of the 


the industrious, rie was i 
guished as one erf those few 


Germany in the Thirties, 
saw the corning of the Second 
World War; he was a solid, but 
not always obedient, Conserv- 
ative backbencher in the House 
of Commons for 17 years; and 
he was an industrialist of some 
distinction, above all in the tex- 
tile industry, on which his fam- 
ily's fortunes w ere built. 

As a student at Manchester 
University, Normanton visited 
Germany in 1938: he attended 
one of Adolf Hitler's great ral- 
lies, and came home convinced 
that tiie Fuhrer was determined 
on European war. He immedi- 
ately enlisted in the Tbmtorial 
Army, and when the war he had 
foreseen began in 1939 he 
found himself in service in 
Ranee, at the Battle of Calais, 
where be was wounded, and, 
subsequently, in North Africa, 
where he was mentioned in 
despatches. 

nior to hfo wartime military 
service, he had been involved in 
Conservative student politics at 
Manchester, and after the war 
in local politics in Rochdale, 
near to where he was working, 
at Brookside Mills, the family 
cotton firm. After a couple of 
unsuccessful attempts to se- 
cure a seat in Parliament in 
Rochdale, in 1959 and 1964, he 
defeated the Liberal favourite 
and Deputy Chairman of the 
Party, Michael Wmstanley, at 
Cheadle in the 1970 general 
election. 

Once in the House of Com- 
mons, Normanton made his 
presence felt. Hie displayed a 
distinctive combination of a 
hard-line attitude on matters 
domestic with a passionate en- 
thusiasm for Britain’s mem- 
bership of the EEC 

Having been educated at 
Manchester Grammar School 
and Manchester University, 

and having had a dis tinguish ed 
war' record which included ser- 
vice cm Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 
staff preparing for the Allied in- 
vasion of Europe in 1944, Nor- 
manton became a powerful 
advocate of British integration 
into the newly emerging Euro- 
pean Economic Community. 
At the same time, he support- 
ed many domestic measures 
which seems antipathetic to 
the post-war mood of social wel- 
fare, exemplified by Beveridge’s 
creation or the welfare state. He 
advocated the retention of cor- 
poral punishment, and the rein- 
troduction of capital 
punishment- In most respects, 
therefore, in the cant politics of 
the 1970s, he seemeato be the 
perfect Little Englander. But 
the fire of the European idea 
still burned deep within him. 

like many others who had 
suffered in tiie second great Eu- 


ropean war of the century, Nor- 
manton saw the future of his 
country as best served by an in- 
tegration of the major democ- 
ratic states which emerged from 
the conflagration of 193945. He 
saw no distinction between pa- 
triotism, which had brought 
■ him to the war in 1939, and the 
“federalism” which seemed to 
be emerging after its end. 

Thus, he enthusiastically 
accepted service in the British 
delegation to the European 
Assembly and, therefore, in 
the elected European Parlia- 
ment. (Indeed he was the last 
Conservative politician to sit at 
both Westminster and Stras- 
bourg at the same time.) Yet. 
towards the end of his days, 
he used his not inconsiderable 
influence, in 1992, to ensure 
that there was a British cele- 
bration to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the D-Day 



HwmMtnic hard-line 

Normandy landings. 

lb him, there was no con- 
tradiction between remember- 
ing the determination and 
valour of 1944 and 1945 and the 
advocacy of an ever-closer Eu- 
ropean Union. In this respect, 
his argument for an intimate re- 
lationship between the - by 
now - democratic states of 
Wastern Europe was akin to tbe 
views propounded by Charles 
de Gaulle when, after bis return 
to power in 1958, he moved 
towards a dose Franco-German 
alliance of the kind that had 
not been envisaged since the 
Carolingfan Empire of the 9th 
century. 

Though I confess that I could 
never sympathise with the ca- 
r of Ibm Normanton to re- 
te, successfully, bis intense 
patriotism to his European ide- 
alism, I always found him to be 
a man of complete integrity in 
the pursuit of both of these 
ideals. 

Patrick Cosgrove 

Tbm Normanton, businessman 
and politician: bom 12 March 
1917; MP (Conservative) for 
Cheadle 1970-87; UK Member, 
European Parliament 1973-79, 
MEP ( Conservative ) for Cheshire 
East, 1979-89; Kt 1987; married 
1942 Annabel Yates ( two sons, 
one daughter); died 6 August 
1997 


Drummond Matthews 


in 1955-57 1 shared a small lab 
with Drummond Matthews at 
the FEDS base on Signy Island 
in the South Orkneys, writes 
W L. N. TicfcelL 
Bob White’s obituary [1 Au- 
gust] was rather dismissive of the 
Antarctic experience. Matthews 
quickly became a resourceful and 
resolute polar traveller and his 
knowledge of Coronaticn Island 
was equalled only by that of his 
companion and surveyor, Dou- 
glas Bridge?-. La tbe southern win- 


ter of 1956 fast ice did not f 
in tiie South Orkneys, so it 
not possible to sledge across 
sea, but Matthews manham 

sledges over gjaders and m< 

tains during three expedition 
Coronation Island. Matth 
Island was named after hin 
Before his PhD Di 
Matthews had alre ady b een 
senior author of a FIDS pi 
cation that today remaii 
major work on the geolog 
the South Orkney Islands. 
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Birthdays 

Miss Sarah Brigbtnwn, soprano, 36; 
Mr Ronald Campbell MP, 54; Mr 
David Crosfar, singer, 56; Mis Jen- 
nifer d’Abo, chai r man. Moynes 
Stevens Investments, 52; Mr Fred 
Davis, snooker player. 84; Vice Ad- 
miral John Dunt, Chief of Defence 
Staff (Systems), 53; Mr Buddy Gre- 
co, jazz pianist and singer, 71; Mr 
David Hopldnson, Conner chairman, 
Harrisons and CrossEeld, 71; Tbe 
Rev Dorn Anthony Philip Jebb, for- 


mer Headmaster, Downside School, 
65; Professor Sir Andrew Kay, sur- 
geon, 81; Sir Stuart McKinnon, High 
Court judge, 59; Sir Robin McLaren, 
fonner ambassador to China, 63; Mr 
Steve Martin, actor and comedian, 
52; Lord Mishcon, solicitor, 82; Dr 
Oliver Neville, consultant to the 


MrFrederkR^jhael. novelist, 66; Mr 
Tbny Scamull, actor, 52; Sir Ronald 
Stewart, fanner chairman, London 
Brick Co, 94; The Rlgfa Rev Hewlett 
Thompson, Bishop of Exeter, 6& 


Lord Whaddcm, former MP, chair- 
man, Cambridge Chemical Co, 70; 
Mr Sydney Woodeison, athlete, 83. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Dr Florence Estienne Mer- 
ic Casaubon, classical scholar, 1599; 
Sir Walter Besant, novelist and phil- 
anthropist, 1836; Briton Rivi&ic, 
artist, 1840; John Galsworthy, nov- 
elist and playwright, 1867. Deaths: 
Augustus Montague TbpJady, hymn- 


writer and author of “Rock of Ages”, 
1778; George Combe, phrenologist, 
1858; Alfred Charles WfiUam 
Hannswarth, first Viscount Nortb- 
diffe, newspaper proprietor, 1922; 
William Randolph Hearst, newspa- 
per proprietor, 1951; Benoit Brecht, 
writer, 1956; Clifford Odets, play- 
wright, 1963; Leonard Sidney Woolfj 
publisher, 1969; Oscar Levant, com- 
poser and pianist. 1972; John Bqyn- 
ton Priestley, ncwEst and pisywrtgw, 
1984. Ob thb day: die French re- 
pulsed william of Orange at the Bai- 


tie of Moos, 1678; Tristan da Cunha 
was annexed to Great Britain. 1816; 
Cologne Cathedral, sauted In 1248, 
was completed, 18330; tbe steamer 
Islander, ennying S3m in gold, struct 
an iceberg off Alaska and sank, with 

the loss of 7U lives, 1901; the BBC 
showed its first feature Qhn on tele- 
vision, The Student of Prague, with 
Anton Walbrook, 193ft Japan sur- 
rendered to the Allies uncondition- 
ally. 1945; after peace talks In Cyprus 
broke down.'Lfoash troops iannebed 
an attack on Nicosia, 1974. Today Is 


the Feast Day of St Athanasa of 
Angina, St Eusebius of Rome, St 
ftdhanan, St Marcelhig of Apamea, 
St Maximilian Kolbe. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Kathleen Adler, 

“Ml, IJark and Handsome? (5): De- 
gas, Gufo-ftfeynir’, Tpm. 

Victo ria and Albert Moscow An- 
drewSpha, “Medieval Crafts rarity) 
and painted glass”, 230pm. 


Hue Gallery: Jons 

^AnmvMrhflc tr\ flu 


Britain: Epstein, 
Lewis", 1 pm. 
British Museum: 
“Sutton Boo 1938-5 
excavations*, Ll5j 


Changing of tbe Guard 

The Kwe;! Hoop Royal Hwc Artfficn 
mounts the Oncen’sLLfc Guard ntHerw 
Gawds, Ham. 






i us. 




Hume has a bigger job than being president 

J tin McOuinness enga^dtn debate le gitiinacy to umpteen attempts , More than that, ^dida^wuWbe regarded by t 

on the BBC the. n»i» ° ate t0 start and continue dialogue between > l L aU v Hume candidacy would be bad , — 7 % t Tninnict rminion as a 

Republic and bad for the project of 
peace in Northern Ireland. Ireland, it 
r . . __ - n a«rl unite a lot 
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•Virmanton 


J SlS? e Ken Ma ^ nnis and Mar- 
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i ^^tonofthehencoSter^ 

22rt? ad ShOWD ***** could ta ^ c to one 
another was compelling evidence ££ 
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Northcra IrelaSi 
The immediate prospects for the 
resumption of peace tiS including 
* F ? m . and enou gh Unionis J 

tomate majority representation cred- 
ible remain dm, but there are good 
t augunea. There is, for exampleffoe 
• moderation and flexibility displayed bv 

the i August marchers, and Mr Maem 
mss growing belief that there iTa 
Unionist case to be made before 
uncommitted audiences 

,h D T B ., the J"? £ew ^ howev «. 

the sky has darkened over another 
quarter of Ulster, although this ma v 
SS" ?“!?** way to greet the possi- 
bility that the leader of the SDLP the 
moderate nationalist John Hume, is 
considering allowing his name to go 
forward for the presidency of the Irish 
' Republic. 

gjt Mr Hume is clearly interested. It is 
^ indeed a position for which he might 
be said to be uniquely qualified. Here 
is a veteran of the peaceful struggle for 
the unification of the island of Ireland 
into a single state. His party has pro- 


vided legitimacy to umpteen attempts 
tostart and continue dialogue between 
Protestant and Catholic, nationalists 
and legitimists, between the British and 
Irish governments. Mr Hume has oper- 
ated as go-between, interlocutor, con- 
fidential agent, able to converse with 
Sinn Fein without losing the respect of 
some, at least, of the Unionists. Would 
not electing him president of the Irish 
Republic be a sign and symbol of the 
essentially peaceful intent of most Irish 
nationalists, north and south of the 
United Kingdom's border with Ire- 
land? Would not the election of a mem- 
ber of the United Kingdom’s House of 
Commons (who is also a member of the 
European Parliament) indicate just 
how close-bound are the polities of 
Britain and Ireland? Would not his 
election accelerate the peace process 
by placing at the heart of the Irish state 
a man of the North who is committed, 
heart and soul, to peaceful rearrange- 
ment of Ireland’s political geography? 

Unfortunately, the answers are no, 
no and no. Mr Hume’s candidature 
would doubtless play well in die United 
States of America, where they like their 
Irish symbolism as brash as the b ann ers 
in a St Patrick’s Day parade. Mr Hume 
is evidently popular in the Republic, 
and his candidacy would solve a lot of 
problems there. His standing would get 
the leaders of Fianna Fail and to a 
lesser extent the other parties off the 
hook - they would not have to 
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campaign or (hard on the heels of a 
general election) pay for a campaign. 
Mr Hume would be a neat-seeming 
replacement for the popular Mary 
Robinson. In a very different way, he 
has star qualities, as she does. 

But the evident desire of Bertie 
Ahem and his colleagues in the Irish 
cabinet to see the post of president 
filled by someone with a little more 
glamour than their party colleague 
Albert Reynolds does not make a con- 
vincing case for Mr Hume. The Irish 
presidency is a part-time job. Mrs 
Robinson may have cut an attractive 
figure but a cold-eyed appraisal of her 


achievement would find it hard to 
identify much in mainstream political 
life. She has cheered people up and 
helped to make the Irish feel good 
about themselves at a time when the 
Republic has become an Atlantic tiger 
economy. She has very definitely kept 
out of the affair s of Northern Ireland 
(beyond an innocuous walkabout in 
Belfast) and out of social affairs of the 
Republic too, beyond offering Irish 
womanhood a more compelling role 
model than either Dana or Sinead 
O’Connor. And this is in the nature of 
the job. It is not a movers- and-shakers 
job: it is a figurehead job. 


^^sTnSgotiates thesboais of the 
Euro (Ireland joins. Britain doesn t), 
the expansion of the European Umon 
eastwards and reform of the Common 
Agricultural Policy. There is talent 
aplenty in the Irish business community 
- isn’t there an acceptable candidate to 
be found there? Mr Hume deserves a 
great deal at the hands of his fellow 
co un try people, north and south, but 
his job and that of the SDLP is not over. 
He is too valuable to the peace process 
to go now. Not only would Sinn Fein 
benefit from further erosion of the 
SDLFs constituency strength - an 
inevitable result of John Hume’s depar- 
ture - but an essential counterweight 
would go. 

This is a tender moment in the great 
sequence of Belfast tal ks and talks 
about talks. Tb have a senior Ulster 
political player who says he wants to 
unify Ireland by assent (and so neces- 
sarily gradually) suddenly becoming the 
Irish head of state, successor to Eamon 
de Valera, implicitly asserting the old 
Irish state claim to jurisdiction over 
Ulster, is provocative. Would the Irish 
Republic open its presidency to any 
other member of a foreign parliament 
or invite an Irish person cleaving to the 


union with Britain? No. John Hume's 
candidacy would be regarded by even 
moderate Unionist opinion as a sub- 
terfuge, to obtain by symbols what 
should only come about, if at all, by the 
free assent of majorities. For the sake 
of his neighbours in Ulster and his 
country - however he defines its bor- 
ders - Mr Hume should immediately 
declare himself hors de combat in order 
to focus, yet again, on the road to 
consensual peace. 

Save a Guard - 
aim for that bear 

W hat's the point of the Common- 
wealth if truck drivers in Ontario 
are not prepared to drive a bit more 
recklessly? Can adian lorries have not 
been killin g enough black bears to sat- 
isfy our Ministry of Defence. The MoD 
needs some 50 bearskins a year to 
clothe the heads of the Foot Guards. 
(Artificial alternatives become bedrag- 
gled “like a bad hair day”.) But in this 
age of animal rights, only bears already 
dead of natural causes will do. Here is 
one of those modern moments - 
political leaders who won't let fighting 
men wear dead anim al skins - which 
would have every earlier generation of 
soldier, from Caesar to Slim, gaping 
slack-jawed with incomprehension. 
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Confusion 
over student 
fees policy 

Sir Your headline on the 
. Ay Government’s higher education 
fees proposal. “Last minute bid to 
avoid fiasco over fees exemption'’ 
(13 August) is exactly right - a 
fiasco is precisely whatthe 
Government has created. 

; I have every sympathy for my 
constituent Lily Willi ams, quoted in 
your article as “disffiusioned” over 
the Government’s conduct She and 
many others have written to me in 
complete confusion over the 
{Government's intentions. There 
( was nothing in Labours manifesto 
; to indicate the direction they were 
intending to take, nor does there 
i appear to have been much strategic 
i dunking behind the hurried 
announcement of a waiver of fees 
for voluntary work, and their even 
more hurried announcement that 
all students with deferred entry may 
• be exempt 

k It is astonishing that the 

" Department for Education and 
Employment was prepared to leak 
these waiver rumours at the 
weekend yet refused in the 
following days to publish full details 
to reassure worried students. This 
government having pledged 
priority for “education, education, 
education”, now appears to be bent 
on spin, fudge and betrayal. 

Dr EVAN HARRIS MP 
(Oxford West and Abingdon, 
LJbDem ) 

House of Commons 
London SWI 

Sin David WWker (“Why university 
is a journey too far”, 11 August) is 
led astray by stereotypes. 

His argument is that most 

l students are middle class (true). It 
f costs public money to allow 

students to live away from home 
(true). This represents a subsidy to 
the middle class (true - up to a 
point). Therefore students should 
live at home. 

The conclusion is false. 

If the “subsidy” were to be 
withdrawn, h would mean that 
students would live at home - 
unless, of course, they could afford 
to live at university and thereby gam 
the benefits that Mr Wtikcr sneers 
at. (Getting a worthwhile degree 
requires more than nine-to-five 
commitment) 

For the wealthy, with a home 
computer, books, car, ample private 
living and working space etc, losing 
this subsidy would be a drag but not 
a disaster. For the woridng-dass 

student the loss would make mgher 

education all but impossible. They 

could certainty never hope to 
compete on level terns- 

The social class distribution oi 
university education is skewed 
enough as it is. Forcing stuctents to 
study from home would make the 
situation worse. 

PK BURGESS 

A^^on of University Teachers 
London Wll 

Sin Over 20 years ago I left North 
London to study for a d^eem 
Middlesbrough. 

me an insight a North-East 

, grafesasss 

for nn own acorns, m 

occiired had I stayed te LondOT 

near or with toy parents. Theresujt 
of ray trip tha: I 

SSfcHy i a 

ffiieaBBSsa- 

KEITH FLETT 

London N17 







Sin David Walker quotes a Leeds 
University professor as saying, 
“Students who live at home don’t 
integrate; it limits the range of 
experience they are subjected to; 
they are not as rounded as 
students.” 

That is a nonsensical 
generalisation. AD Open 
University students live at home yet 
many are among the most socially 
and intellectually rounded 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
students in Brit ain. 

Dr GARY SLAPPER 
Director, The Law Programme 

The Open University 
Milton Keynes. 

Buckinghamshire 

‘ Ignorant ’ love 
of music 

Sir: Adrian Jack cannot be allowed 
to get away with his pompous and 
intemperate attack on “ignorant 
listeners" at Evgeny Kissm’s Prom 
(review, 12 August) who “didn’t 
know that it’s traditional in this 
particular work to begin the 
scherzo virtually attacca (played 
without a pause)” and “started 
applauding the first movement” of 
the Chopin Sonata. The central 
joy of the Proms is that there are 
! thousands of ignorant, but 
passionate, listeners delig hting in 
this extraordinary music festival. 
Who cares if the triumphant end 
of a movement brilliantly played 
brings a burst of applause, 
however ignorant? Certainty not 
the composers, who were used to 
iL 

As for Mr Jack’s Stunnfiihrer 
encouragement of the BBC to 
audiences not to clap between 
movements", perhaps they would 


also ask concerto violinists not to 
re-tune, forbid audience members 
who have been struggling not to 
cough during the masic from 
dealing their throats and sack any 
conductor who wipes his brow, lest 
any of these upsets Mr Jack’s 
obviously very brittle 
concentration. 

MICHAEL VARCOECOCKS 
London W6 


Boredom in 
the infantry 

Sin The Army may recruit from the 
“scum” of this divided society 
(“What do we want, monks or 
robots?” 6 August), but they have 
little to occupy their free time 
except drink. 

A young infantryman I know, a 
good nigger player, finds he rarely 
has a chance to play team sports, 
and the chances of educational 
courses are nfl. He has done well to 
be a lance corporal, but succeeding 
in a tough cotnse for promotion to 
corpora] means that he will not get 
that extra stripe for perhaps 18 
months. So there is a lot of 
boredom in the ranks. 

I understand that the American 
services have had a campaign to 
decrease drunkenness by providing 
man y more facilities for energetic 
leisure activities, and support for 
educational courses. It seems that 
similar facilities are much needed 
not only in Cyprus, but also in 
Germany and other Army bases. 

MOLLY ROSENTHAL 
Denbigh 


Heavy price of 
angering the US 

Sir Simon Faulkner (letter, 9 
August) is right to dub the 
sanctions regime against Iraq 
“barbaric". The United States is 
currently blocking dozens of food 
and medicine shipments to Iraq, 
allowable even under UN 
Resolution 986. 1 have in my 
possession a copy of a letter signed 
by David H Harmon, acting 
supervisor of the Office of Foreign 
Assets Control (US Treasury), in 
which he threatens aid workers 
illegally collecting and transporting 
medical relief supplies to the 
people of Iraq with “up tb 12years 
m prison and Sim in fines”. 

The blocking of civilian access to 
food and medicine, as a means of. 
punishing “pariah” states, is now 
part of American polity, pursued 
through the United Nations where 
possible and unilaterally, through 
extraterritorial legislation, where 
not 

Apart from Iraq, Cuba is the 
most obvious victim. Through 
domestic law (primarily the 1992 
Cuban Democracy Act and the 
1996 Helms-Burton Act) the US is 
fostering malnutrition in the 
civilian population. The American 
Association for World Health, the 
US committee for the World 
Health Organisation, reported in 
March 1997 that US polity on 
Cuba was contributing to “serious 
nutritional defects, particularly 
among pregnant women ... food 
shortages were linked to a 
devastating outbreak of 


neuropathy numbering in the tens 
of thousands”. 

The US blockage on Cuban 
access to water-treatment 
chemicals and spare parts for 
water-supply systems has led to a 
“rising incidence of morbidity and 
mortality’'. Denied nausea- 
preventing drugs, 35 surveyed 
children in a cancer ward “were 
vomiting on average 28 to 30 times 
a day”. The last UN General 
Assembly vote (October 1996) on 
US policy towards Cuba was 137 
against and three for. 

Washington worked hard to 
impose Iraq-style sanctions on 
Libya, via an extension of Security 
Council Resolution 748 (1992), but 
was frustrated by the European 
need for Libyan oil. The US urged 
total UN sanctions on North Korea 
m 1991. Here Iraq-style sanctions 
were blocked by the threat of a 
Chinese veto in the Security 
Council. 

American foreign policy 
represents a multifaceted violation 
of the UN Genocide Convention 
(Articles D and HI) and the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. 

GEOFF SIMONS 
Stockport, Greater Manchester 


BBC evolution 

Sir: Let me set readers' minds at 
rest following Rob Brown’s piece 
about the future olNewsnignt 
(11 August). There is no plan to 
make the programme “lander” or 
“softer” as he alleges. This is not to 
say that Newsnight will not evolve. 


. Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. Fax. : 0171-293 2056; 
e-mail: letters@independenLCo.uk, E-mail correspondents are asked to guv a postal address. Letters may be 
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AD programmes do over time. But 
it is a mistake to equate a broader 
agenda with a softer agenda. 
Newsnight will m aintain its 
commitment to rigorous analytical 
journalism, whether achieved 
through crafted tape packages or 
searching studio interviews. 

The suggestion that the viewing 
figure of 1 J million for the 
Saturday editions of Newsnight 
during the election was about four 
times that of a “bad night” during 
the week is inaccurate. In the week 
of 20 July, for example, the 
programme averaged 1-2 milli on. 
JOHN MORRISON 
Editor, Daily News Programmes 
BBC News 
London W12 


Vive la France 

Sin 1 was absolutely stunned to 
read (report, 9 August) that the 
French are considered by tourists 
to be “chronically rude, aggressive, 
dirty, idle and disorganised”. I have 
just returned from a holiday in 
Languedoc and found the 
complete opposite. 

Whs the young salesman in 
Monoprix at Beziers “idle” when 
he took the trouble to take a shirt 
out of a sealed packet for my 
husband to try on? Whs the waitress 
in our hotel “dirty” when she 
dusted the tables and examined 
every glass before we ate outride? 
Whs the charming elderly 
gentleman in Montpellier “rude 
and aggressive” when he showed 
me where the town centre was and 
wished me a happy day in 
Montpellier? 

I say “Vive la France” - 1 can’t 
wait to visit again. 

JOSE SEGAL 
Harrow. Middlesex 


Inflation not 
beaten yet 

Sin Underlying inflation (excluding 
mortgage interest payments) hit 
3 per cent in the year to July 1 997; 
the Treasury states that inflation will 
fall back to the Treasury’s target rate 
of 25 per cent (“Headline inflation 
at two year high”, 13 August). 

We believe that inflation is now 
far more serious than most 
commentators suggest, since the 
current rate is heavily flattered by a 
one-off factor- the recent rise in 
sterling. Our UK economic model 
recently calculated the impact, on 
current UK inflation, of the near 
25 percent rise In sterling since last 
summer. Based on the proportion of 
total UK input costs represented by 
imports, we estimate that the 3 per 
cent inflation rate for the 12 months 
to July 1997 would have been at 
least 25 per cent higher if sterling 
, had remained static over the last 12 
months. In other words, the 
fundamental (sterling adjusted) 
inflation rate is around 5 J per cent. 

The inflationary pressures come 
home to roost in 1998. It is likely 
that, between now and next 
summer, there will be no significant 
net rise in sterling. For the Treasury 
to hit its inflation target of around 
25 per cent in the 12 months to July 
1998. the Bank of England will have 
to take farther action to rein in 
consumer spending. This must 
invo lve still higher interest rates. 

MC FITZPATRICK 
Head of Economics 
CharureyVellacott 
London WC1 


The problem 
God can solve 

Sin In defence of the Christian 
faith 1 cannot let Lynne Wallis's 
article “Praise the Lord? Not me” 
(8 August) pass without comment. 
If it had been directed at other 
believing groups, such as Muslims, 
or social groups, such as gays, the 
riots might have already occurred. 

J come into the categoiy of 
possessing “a great yawning gap to 
fill, or a problem I imagine God 
will help me overcome", I suppose 
riie is right, as He has given eternal 
life, the lack of which had hitherto 
been a problem. 

JOHN SLOAN 
Leeds 

Sin The Rev Neil Gardner (letter, 
12 August) asks who Lynne Wallis 
thinks first advocated Sunday as a 
day of rest, and answers: “God, I 
believe." No, He didn’t. It was the 
Emperor Constantine. 

The Sabbath is the biblical 
seventh day of rest. Sunday was the 
eighth day, when He “created” 
Adam - a working day 

Sunday, called the Lord's Day in 
Christianity, is the weekly 
memorial of the resurrection of the 
Christ from the dead on the first 
day of the week. Constantine 
introduced the first civil legislation 
concerning Sunday in 321 when he 
| decreed that all work should cease 
on Sunday, except that fanners 
could work if necessary. 

REG HEMS 

Cockfosters, Hertfordshire 

Ungrammatical 

Sin Grammar tests are to be put on 
ice because “many English teachers 
[are] not confident about teaching 
sentence structure" (report, 12 
August). In other words, they don’t 
know how to construe the language 
they purport to teach. How did they 
qualify as English .teachers? 

Mis A FULLER 
Tam worth, Staffordshire 
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The master 
of spin goes 
in to bat 

Peter Mandelson defends himself in conversation 
with Donald Macintyre, against accusations that 
he is the ‘self-appointed acting PM 7 , and explains 
why he wants to be elected to Labour’s NEC 


I t's Tuesday night, and a world quite out- 
side the media and political beltway Peter 
Mandelson is normally assumed to 
inhabit. Labour's most controversial fig- 
ure is charming a large group of leading 
Asian journalists and editors in Westminster's 
best known Indian restaurant. 

The event was arranged only last Thursday, 
but everyone who is anyone in the thriving South 
Asian sector of London's fourth estate is out in 
force. The atmosphere is convivial the curry the 
Kundan'5 most delicious, the MP Keith Vaz’s 
welcoming speech a gracious tribute to how 
much “we in the Labour Party all owe to the 
Minister without Portfolio". In his own speech 
Mandelson lays heavy emphasis on the need to 
improve race relations, and he appeals to die edi- 
tors to help make the Millennium Experience a 
true celebration for every aspect of a “multi- 
faith. multi-community'* British society. There 
is the obligatory garland - of appropriately red 
roses - to go round the minister's neck. There 
are quite a lot of jokes about hi s ubiquity, the 
distinguished Indian magazine editorKK Singh 
remarks that the Minister without Portfolio is 
really “the minister of every- portfolio”. But then 
Mandelson describes how proud he was recently 
to be given - by the long-retired civil servant Max 
Nicholson, who worked for his grandfather 
Herbert Morrison - a faded photograph of the 
then deputy prime minister helping the first 
Indian high commissioner to raise the new flag 
that momentous August day exactly 50 years ago. 
There is a burst of warmly spontaneous applause. 

It's difficult, at least just now. to imagine an 
encounter with Fleet Street and the main- 
stream TV networks passing off quite as ami- 
cably as this one. Mandelson is wearily annoyed 
with the latest offence: a story apparently writ- 
ten by a Times diarist who lives two doors down 
from him in Notting Hill, and has taken the 
trouble to spot that his car rax disc has run out. 
But this is trivial compared with a fortnight of 
relentless headlines depicting him as arch 
manipulator of the news, Rasputin, self- 


insurance: 

what’s in tbu? 


The warm feeling that your family is financially well protected if you 
die, but little else. Your life premiums look after their future, not yours. 

The Cash-Back Term Assurance policy from Zurich Municipal is very 
different. It guarantees to return 50% of the premiums you’ve paid 
when the policy finall y expires - providing you haven’t. 

50% cashback 

And while this is a very welcome saving, it doesn't stop there. As a 
public sector employee, you will be entitled to a further privileged 
discount of 15% on the cost of your premiums during the whole 

terra of the policy. 1 5 % of f 

The Ca sh-Back Term Assurance policy from Zurich Municipal - full 
life cover if you die - 50% of your premiums back if you don’t. 

To get more out of your life insurance, call: 

0800 147 147 

Open: 9am~Spm Monday to Friday, 9am- lpm Saturday. 

For your security, all telephone olh onihe above cumber wfll be Kcmded and nmdomly 
cn«r and ptaUums arc sabfea ro tadlvidnal 

Please give the reference: UN1408 

ZURICH 

. ^ MUNICIPAL 



appointed acting Prime Minister and goodness 
knows what else. Mandelson has become the 
story. 

About the reasons for this, he is emphatically 
dean “The Times say iL The BBC run with it 
and the newspapers run with it and report it as 
fact. Whatever it is. Mandelson's taking over; 
Mande {son’s a megalomaniac. Mandelson’s 
doing this; Mandelson’s doing that It’s all a way 
of diverting attention from what the Tbries really 
fear, which is the Government’s record, its effect- 
iveness and its enduring popularity. They’d 
rather discuss anything other than that. If they 
can set me up as a whipping-boy, they have no 
hesitation in doing so.” . 

He isn’t even in the Cabinet, and yet has he 
not thrust himself into the limelight as the gov- 
ernment's chief minis terial spokesman? 

“I was appointed on 1 May as minister 
responsible for co-ordinating the presentation 
of government policy, in effect being the gov- 
ernment spokesman. Instead of being, behind 
the scenes off the record, an *in the dark 1 briefer. 
I'm a spokesman. What is surprising or unusual 
about that? It becomes particularly exposed in 
August when so many other minis ters are away. 
Normally, departmental issues would be fronted 
by departmental ministers.” 

What’s more, he says, the big media events 
of this month have been issues that have certainly 
affected the Government, but, by their very 
nature, aren’t matters of departmental policy: 
the tragic suicide of the MP Gordon McMaster, 
the failure to win Uxbridge, the break-up of 
Robin Cook’s marriage. Lord Simon’s shares. “I 
was asked to cany on co-ordinating the Gov- 
ernment's message during August I've been 
doing it since May. But no one’s commented 
about it or cared about iL It's just been there. 
But in August things which go completely un- 
remarked for the rest of fie year suddenly 
become stories. That is the definition of an 
August story.” 

So let’s turn to the top item on the charge 
sheet, that he wound up the story on a Foreign 


Office investigation into the leaking of inform- 
ation to Chris Patten’s biographer Jonathan 
Dimbleby for the crude purpose of distracting 
attention from Robin Cook’s marital break-up. 

Not so, he says emphatically. That frantic Sat- 
urday. when it became clear that the News of the 
World, was going to do the worst after taking two 
surgeries in Hartlepool Mandelson sped to 
Downing Street to co-ordinate every detail of the 
response with the Foreign Secretary, who him- 
self was travelling down from Edinburgh. He 
didn’t even know about the Sunday Times until 
the Saturday nighL and though he absorbed its 
contents it was “pretty low down the pecking 
order" compared with the problems generated 
by the News of the World. It wasn’t until the fol- 
lowing day that, faced with deman ds for confirm- 
ation. Mandelson had himself briefed, and 
established that it was true. 

John SopeL the BBC duty political corres- 
pondent, had indeed been told by a Downing 
Street official that Mandelson would respond to 
a question on the Patten affair at the end of his 
BBC World this Weekend interview on the Cook 
affair, which had been easily the most sensible 
way of dealing with iL But hadn’t Sopel himself 
implied dearly the following day fiat he had 
been encouraged to pursue fie story as a wel- 
come distraction from the Cook story? 

That wasn’t the case, says Mandelson. He bad 
been among those seeking confirmation of the 
story. What’s more, that daira was a “piece of 
vanity broadcasting by John SopeL My objection 
was fiat the Tbries startedpersonal attacks on 
me, as they always do. The BBC drove the 
ageoda and the papers reported ail of it as fact. 
There are as many macho BBC editors mani- 
pulating the news as there are party spin doc- 
tors. And as for some of the political corres- 
pondents, they are vaulting over each other in 
their ambition to take Robin Oakleys job. 
[Oakley is fie BBC's political editor.] HopefeDy 
Robin will be arouna for a long time." 

• Is it really in the Government’s interests to 
attack BBC journalists in this way, or to have had 
his famous subsequent spat with the BBC World 
ai One presenter Martha Kearney? He hadn’t 
attacked Martha Kearney - “read the tran- 
script”. But there had been an agreement that 
he would be questioned on the Government’s 
record over its first 100 days. “Why should we 


accept the BBC agenda, which is essentially 
about itself and its own preoccupation with itself 
and my role at the expense of the listeners' inter- 
est in the Government’s record, their schools, 
their health service, the fight against crime, what 
we’re doing about unemployment You don't 
usually make converts when you take on a BBC 
interviewer, but my postbag suggests the public 
likes politicians who stand up for themselves. 
Consen-atives are outraged by my audacity. 
Labour people give three cheers that I stuck to 
my agenda." 


M andelson is palpably’ frustrated that 
the press ignores most of his activity 
as a below-ihe-Iine politician. Man- 
delson mates say that while his August job is 
to “make sure Tony Blair enjoys his holiday 
in peace, and to be a lightning conductor", 
luminaries of the seniority of Sir Robin But- 
ler are already going round Whitehall saying 
what a good strategic job he is doing at the 
Cabinet Office. He himself says: “People just 
don’t realise that about 20 per cent of my day 
is spent on press matters, and SO per cent on 
the co-ordination of government business and 
strategic policy work." In normal times, “when 
I leave fie 9am meeting each day [on gov- 
ernment presentation, chaired by Mandelson]. 
managing the press is in the hands of Alas- 
tair Campbell [Downing Street press secretary 
and, like the PM, on holiday] and his team. I 
often don’t 1 visit the subject again until the next 
day. I am involved in fie detail of committee 
work and what the Cabinet Office does in knit- 
ting together what the Government is doing.” 

Some of this activity will surface dramatically 
today, when Mandelson devotes much of his 
Fabian Lecture to the topic of social exclusion, 
and the Prime Minister’s orders for a new Cab- 
inet Office uniL reporting directly to him, to 
redeem Labour’s pre-election pledge to make 
Britain a less divided society. Mandelson’s use 
of today’s lecture to show that Labour is indeed 
sensitive to exclusion of the poor - or, as polit- 
icians prefer not to call iL the underclass - is an 
important marker for the Government But it 
matters to him personally, too, as a candidate 
for election to the National Executive of the 
Labour Party. 

Why is he standing, when surely be already 


has all the power he can handle? First because 
he thinks the NEC should be a proper execu- 
tive body which lakes a real grip of the parly's 
a dmin istration and money, more than it does. 
“I think- havin g attended the NEC’s meetings for 
10 years as a senior party official 1 do know 
something about how the party could be made 
more professional" Bul secondly, because he 
believes: “The misgivings that some people have 
of me is of having seemingly unaccountable 
power, that I'm pul in a position of influence, 
of leaders patronage, and nave a dout and wield 
power which is wholly dependent on the leader 
and is not accountable to anything or anyone else 
in the party. I sympathise with that view. T m not 
standing for the NEC because 1 want to distance 
myself from Tony Blair, or necessarily because 
I want to establish greater independence from 
Tony Blair- but because I want to be recognised 
by the party for what I am and what I do. in my 
own right. And for the party to feel that having 
put me in position and elected me to it, that I’m 
accountable to them as a result." 

While Blair hasa’t declared his hand, Man- 
delson remains firmly in favour of electoral 
reform - though to the alternative vote system 
which Liberal Democrats view as an unworthy 
substitute for true PR. On Tam Datyell's stead- 
fast apposition to Labour's devolution plans - 
including a remark that Mandelson's claim that 
it will underpin the union is “silly" - he says, sen- 
sibly. “You'll never silence Tam. And in a party 
which is as strong as confident as ours, you 
shouldn't uy to do so.” But he insists that once 
the referendums are over, and assumin g they 
produce a “yes" vote, “then I would expect 
Labour MPs to respect that mandate and act and 
vote accordingly in the House of Commons.” 

Will it not then be a grim setback for his polit- 
ical career if be fails to be elected to the NEC. 
No, be says, a “disappointment". Not many 
Labour politicians, particularly those below 
Cabinet rank, make it to the NEC on the first 
attempt And, no, despite all the suggestions that 
he should be given a Cabinet job with all dis- 
patch, he will not speculate on the subject. There 
are no early reshuffles in sight and he is very 
happy doing his current job, thanks very much. 

If nothing else, today s Fabian lecture should 
present a more rounded Mandelson than the 
pantomime villain image of the last fortnight. 
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Rita, high priestess (special rates for Royals) 

Vn Monday, as dropped out of the sky to ......... "" 

■sweltering afternoon spend 90 minutes in fie 


focusing on the public sector 


O n Monday, as 

sweltering afternoon 
turned to warm evening 
in the small Derbyshire 
village of Lower Pflsey, local 
woman Tina Cave noticed a 
thr umming sound in the sky 
overhead. Looking up, she 
spotted a helicopter circling 
above the trees. For 10 
minutes, she said later, h flew 
low over the village, as 
though trying to locate the 
right bouse. Finally the 
helicopter landed m a field, 
normally a paddock grazed by 
several horses. 

The arrival of the green 
and cream chopper 
occasioned great interest 
among local children. 
Especially when word got 
around fiat its occupants 
were none other than Dodi 
Fayed and Didi Wales. Young 
Emma Radford, 12, told the 
Daily Mirror that “When we 
spotted the helicopter we ran 
off as quickly as we could to 
get a camera." Described as a 
**. Mirror reader", Emma 
showed her fitness for the 
description by taking a 
photograph of incredible 
fuzziness - although she 

stopped short of doctoring iL 
Mind you she is only 11, and 
there is still time. 

The loving couple had 


company of Rita Rogers, an 
unremarkable-looking woman 
in her mid-fifties. Ms Rogers 
is a discreet psychic whose 
card reads: “Rita Rogers, 
Medium. Private sittings and 
phone readings". We must 
suppose that she can put you 
in touch with the dear 
departed either in the flesh, 
so to speak, or via a BT 
connection. Conceivably, she 
manages some ectoplasmic 
video-conferencing. Anyway, 
Ms Rogers’ charges are 
reasonable: ordinary folk pay 
£35 per hour, and the 
Princess of Wales has seances 
for free. 

Rita, who is writing a book 
entitled From One World To 
Another, emphatically denies 
that she is other than the real 
thing. “I am not a hike,” fie 
protests. “Myiob is like being 
a priestess.” loose who study 
world religions and their 
history might wonder what is 
meant by this last daim. 
Priestesses could be 
considered a mixed bunch, 
from the live baby-burners of 
Baal , to the temple whores of 
TaniL We must wait for the 
book to discover which Ms 
Rogers has in mind, for she is 
not speaking at the moment 



David 

Aaronovitch 

The Princess was put on to 
Rita by none other than the 
Duchess of York, who - we 
are told - “turned to the 
psychic for advice after 
separating from Prince 
Andrew". 

Fergie was consoled by the 
prediction that she was not 
destined to remain alone, but 
that she would marry a US 

K ssident. How the dead 
ow these things is beyond 
me. but I suppose it is one of 
the few perks that the poor 
wretches enjoy. Certainly 
Fergie and Bill would make 
an interesting couple, what 


with all that won king 
Since this introduction. 
Diana has, apparently, used 
Rita Rogers to try and 
contact ner deceased father 
But why did she visit Lower 
Pilsey yesterday, taking poor 
old Dodi with her? Was it as 
one newspaper speculated, 
because she is “keen to know 
what the future holds for 
their romance"? I would lay 
odds that — if this were the 
case - old Rita didn’t tell the 
pair that they were poison 
together. Or perhaps Diana 
generously wished to help her 
lover get in touch with his 
own grandmother, a woman 
who d ied in her early fifties, 
according to the Daily Mail 
following “a facelift which * 


lilted much too far, leaving 
tiie restless ghost to wander 
howling round Harley Street 
surgeries, with the modern- 
day equivalent of holding her 
head under her arm. 

WQrr y ? Royalty 
historically has a penchant for 
such figures. The Tsarina 
A lexand ra had Rasputin, and 
if Prince Yousupoff rad not 
poisoned, shot stabbed and 
drowned old Rossers, maybe 
Gngon junior would have 
been available for our 


modern female royals. 
Hairods helicopters would 
have swooped dawn on ins 
hovel-cum-bordellojust ' 

outside Orel so that much 
chastising, mortification and. 
other necessary treatments . 
could have been applied. ' 
Instead, today’s princesses 
and duchesses have had to 
make do with Madame Vhsso 
and the blue pyr amid, with •* 
Simone Simmons, who sawa 
“vast black whirlwind of 

energy” on the side of -- 
Diana’s bed where a partner, 
might sleep (a description 
that does not quite fit the ' 
essentially doche Dodi), wifi 
astrologers galore, therafis&" 
of all hues and - of course 1 - 
fortnightly colonic Irrigation- .’7 
Irs a bum deaL - 

But then, we all get what, 
we deserve, don’t we? ’Due of 
Du true of us. If we at open- 
gobbed in front of tiie " ■ 
Tanmormal World of Paul 
McKenna, think crop aretes . 
are not made by itfiniswith - . 
tractors, mistake night 
choppers for UFOs and 
bother to learnjiec&fi ■' 

ar °untf us, then how tan wei'=. v - 
complain about princesses ■ \ 
who like to talk to fie dead? j,'” 

Miies Kington is cm hoBdny | j 
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the commentators 


nL^-fh? 11 ° f Wi ? ter herc " Syd- 
ney. The snow-ploughs have bAn 

drs* u p 

sand-gritters are S 

“wwnen line 
me suburban gardens of 

Paddington, the cab driven: 
all wear mittens, tyre-chains 
are mandatory for anyone 
ven } aTm J‘ off the motorway, 
and ... No, Tm afraid I can’t 
keep this up. It is winter in 
Australia, but - much as you 
might wish them the kind of 
freeze -your-cuts-off winter 
that Britons fly to Oz in 
December to escape from - 

“Sn of iL The skv 
is a kingfisher blue, Jong, 
ironed -out clouds line the hori- 
zon of Sydney Harbour purely 
(it seems) to produce more inter- 
esting sunsets, and everything 
sparkles like mad in the morning - 
the result, according to Thackeray 
of keeping a section of ocean 
cooped up in a bay. 

Bondi Beach is lined with indus- 
°f litter, though many 
of the cardboard boxes seem to be 
empty wine crates. A stiff breeze whins 
across the wide sand, lo where two 
blonde babes in shimmery PVC are 
being filmed with a brace of 
doltish lifeguards for some 
vapid sitcom. At Surfs Up, 
one of umpteen T-shirt shops 
on Campbell Parade, the 
owner, Jim Nicholson, stands 
in front of a two-bar electric 
fire (“Christ, it’s bloody 
freezui’ in heah") and inveighs 
against the changing local pop- 
ulation. “Bondi used to be full 
of heroin and losers. People 
didn’t like to admit they lived 
here. Then Fox studios opened 
down the road, and the place 
was crawling with film produc- 
ers and movie stars. Now it's 
full of glamorous hangers-on, 
and your roach-infested two- 
bedroom apartment's worth 
half a mill." He scratched his 
head at the oddness of social 
evolution. “Believe me, mate - 
it used to be heroin, now it's 
cocaine, only the addicts are 
prettier.” 

Everyone in town talks about 
food, and a week-long acquain- 
tance with Oz cuisine leaves 
you flabbergasted. They devour 
eccentric, shy things, such as 
blue-eyed cod and “mud crab" 
and sardines - the last a 
bizanely popular choice. Other- 
wise, the menu is ablaze with 
invention and eccentricity 
'steamed kumquat pudding"?) 
he only odd thing is the ubiquity of the let- 
ters BYO at every restaurant entrance, sug- 
gesting you Bring Your Own wine, though 
nobody can explain why. 

The locals are friendly, if insulting. In the 
first three days, JTVe been called a worry wart , 
a dag (it means, since you ask, something 
that dangles from a sheep’s bottom), a rat- 
bag and a suspect woofter . and that was just 
by the womenfolk. Attempts at gallantry are 
best avoided. I told one 6ft beauty that she 
should visit Italy some time, where her every 
venture out of doors would be greeted by 
cries of “Che stupenda ftgura". “If I knew 
what that meant,” she said crossly. *Td slap 
yer face ..." 

I spent the weekend up the east coast at 
Byron Bay. the most spectacular sandy 
beach I have ever scampered down, into 
freezing shallows and deafening waves. 
Everyone tries, with foolhardy intrepidity, to 
surf on these Homeric f unn els, these terrify- 
ing Hokusai curls, these tidal monstrosities, 
these gigantic crashing spirals pointing to a 
watery grave. The Beach Boys wouldn’t 
stand an earthly. Only the bravest, the 
toughest Oz musclemen could possibly sur- 
vive them, lb beguile an idle afternoon, I 
watched the surf heroes arrive on the beach: 
the fat roadie with long black ringlets and 
fussy posing pouch; the three laughing blond 
lummoxes, complete with abbreviated surf- 
boards (had they shrunk in the cold water, 
along with everything else?), the 




‘Believe me 
mate, Bondi 
Beach used 
to be full of 
heroin . . . 
now it’s 
cocaine, only 
the addicts 
are prettier’ 


deliciously thin Japanese girl in slrin- 
tight rubber suit, then the scrawny 
hippies with henna-ed hair and huge 
boots and sickly expressions ... 

Hang on a second What arc 
they doing here? These, genLle 
reader, are the “ferals” (as 
everyone calls them, to rhyme 
with “perils’’) and Byron Bay 
has become their natural habi- 
tat. In 2974, there was an epic 
Age Of Aquarius gathering in 
the region, and thousands of 
middle -class hippies trekked 
up from Adelaide, Mel- 
bourne and Sydney. Many 
have stayed ever since. They 
camp on the hillside. They 
pick up dole cheques from 
the DSS office in a converted 
Masonic lodge. In consequence, 
Byron Bay is now the centre of 
the Australian back-packing uni- 
verse. The main street is fogey 
with patchouli. You can buy runes 
here (they take Visa or Master- 
Card), investigate “Aura-Chakra” 
readings or sign up for a course 
in didgeridoo sonic therapy. It’s 
Glastonbury meets Eastbourne. 
Given the number of beach-cul- 
ture addicts who flock to the 
place, you get some odd conjunc- 
tions: the “Ciystal Temple" of 
aids to spiritual enlightenment 
is located next door to the 
“Mad Dog” surfie emporium. 

In the evening, drinking at 
“the Rails", aka the Railway 
Hotel, a packed crowd of 
hairies, whalc-fanciers, surfers, 
crystal-gazers and apparently 
un bothered middle-class locals 
watched a Levellers-style band 
playing whuny Celtic jigs. 1 
asked the owner, Tbm Mooney, 
a burly businessman who owns 
half the town, why he didn't 
mind their presence. “Nah, we 
love the ferals," he growled. 
“They're our guarantee the 
town won’t turn into every 
other bloody town, it’s the 
franchise outfits we dread. Any 
time some guy from, I dunno, 
Benetton comes near the town, 
we bung a couple of ferals in 
the main street and see how 
fast they change their minds ... 
So there we have it: the New 
Age Traveller as commercial 

scarecrow. 


U 


nder the stem gaze of 
Queen Victoria, 
whose imperiously 
sulky statue looms over Mac- 
quarie Street, an atavistic 
impulse drew me through the 
doors of Hyde Park Barracks. 
This small, three-storey prison was the first 
colonial nick to the convicts (deported from 
England and Ireland) who were otherwise 
roaming the streets of Sydney like prairie 
dogs. Today you look at the compact little 
building and think: 600 men, crammed in 
here. But what was the impulse that drew 
me inside? I prowled around the rooms, 
inspecting the sad lives of convict children, 
and the silken ironies of convict-ship logs 
(“Some of the women require more 
patience than falleth to the lot of sinful 
humanity," observed the Matron's diaty on 
the good ship David Mclvor in 1858). At the 
top, one room was filled with about 80 ham- 
mocks slung like bodies from wooden 
beams, inches apart. Next door was a roll- 
call from the 1828 census, which named all 
600-odd men in the barracks and where 
they came from. 1 counted three John Wal- 
shes: a Dublin butcher (age 19, seven years 
for robbery), a limerick farm labourer (age 
24, seven years for insurrection) and a sol- 
dier from Kent (age 45, seven years for 
“breach of trust"). Appalled to find the 
family escutcheon so comprehensively 
besmirched, I lay down on one of the ham- 
mocks. There was barely room for a small 
child. The room’s concealed loudspeakers 
whispered the details of who’d been sen- 
tenced to 25 lashes; who'd been given 50 ... 
1 dosed my eyes. A dozen family spooks 
came crowding in on my jet-lagged brain, 
flesh-torn, stunted and miserable. I was out 
of there like a bat out of hell. 


Chicago gets tough 
with its dunces 


A s school-leavers in 
England and Wales 
contemplate the 
arrival today of their 
career-determining 
A-level results and teachers gird 
themselves for the inevitable 
debate about standards, they 
might spare a thought for their 
counterparts across the 

Atlantic, in Chicago. Here, a 
daring, perhaps desperate, 
experiment is under way which 
is intended to rase standards in 
a city long repuled to have the 
worst school system in America. 

Education officials in 
Chicago deny that their schools 
were ever the worst. They admit 
that they might not have been 
centres of national excellence, 
but say they were only among 
the worst The label - bestowed 
by Ronald Reagan’s education 
secretary, William Bennett - 
stuck none the less. Now the city 
is in the throes of a system-wide 
reform that is attracting atten- 
tion from school departments 
across the US and even from 
Bri tain. Education officers from 
Birmingham have been over to 
take a look. 

The Chicago experiment 
derived from a realisation that 
many pupils were leaving school 
without even the bare essentials 
to be employable. True, the dty 
had a special problem; by the 
eariy 1999s, the flight of the 
white middle class to the sub- 
urbs had left the city's schools 
with an overwhelming majority 
of children from poor, mainly 
ethnic “minority” homes. Some 
54 per cent of today’s pupils are 
black; another 30 per cent 
Hispanic. 

But when a new mayor, 
Richard Daley - son of the 
long-serving mayor-baron of 
Chicago, “106" Daley - was 
elected in 1995, he pledged to 
re-vamp the city’s education. 
Too many people, he said, had 
written off the pupils as doomed 
to fail It was the schools that 
were failing, and the dty was 
Ming the schools. 

Whatever is said about 
Mayor Daley, and much of it 
even from political opponents is 
positive, he has fulfilled his 
promise to shake up the schools. 
Seven are being “reconstituted^ 
-with a new bead and all staff 
required to re-apply for then- 
jobs. One in five ofthe city’s 550 
schools are “on probation”: 
they are being monitored, that 
is, ty the education depart- 
ment, until they improve either 
their financial management or 
educational and attendance 
standards. 

Mayor Daley’s initial achieve- 
ment was to have the state of 
Illinois, which formerly 
appointed the dty's school 
board, cede control of schools 
and their huge, $2.8bn (£1.6bn) 
budget to Chicago. He then 
pruned and recast the adminis- 
tration, appointing a chief exec- 
utive and a finance chief, who 
together turned a tag deficit into 
a small surplus within a year. 
Some of that is being used for 


bv Mary Dejevsky 



Beset by appalling results from its schools, the 
Windy City has adopted radical techniques 
which are attracting international attention 


long-delayed repairs and refur- 
bishment- Of five schools I vis- 
ited, four were in the midst of 
extensive works. Perhaps the 
biggest undertaking, however, is 
the city's determination to 
improve standards, above all the 
pupils’ test scores. Chicago 
pupils, along with most US 
children, take national tests of 
baric skills -reading and math- 
ematics - at crucial points in 
their school careers. In the past, 
the scores were recorded, 
lamented - and largely disre- 
garded. The pupQs went auto- 
matically into the next grade, 
and lagged further and ftirther 
behind. 

Last year, for the first time, 
eighth -graders (14-year-olds) 
who did not reach the standard 
set by the dty were not allowed 
to go on to high school (the 
four-year school leading to a 
diploma). They had to go to 
special summer classes to tty to 
improve their scores. Mae than 
half did. 

The others, to widespread 
consternation, had to stay down 
a year. If by then they had 
passed their 15 th birthday, they 


were deemed too old (and, con- 
comitantly, physically large) to 
return to grade school, and 
were placed in a “transitional 
centre" for special classes 
designed to help them catch up 
with their year group within a 
year. Some 1,100 pupils were 
placed in these centres last year. 

At the end of this academic 
year, the programme, known as 
the “Summer Bridge”, became 
compulsory not just for Med 
eighth-graders, but for three 
other year groups, older and 
younger. In all, more than 10 
per cent of the dty’s 420,000 
pupils were required to attend 
the special seven-week pro- 
gramme, and in some schools 
the number exceeded 50 per 
cent 

Staffed by selected teachers, 
all experienced and well 
regarded (and paid for the addi- 
tional “terra”), the summer 
programmes do not attempt to 
repeat the school year at speed. 
They use special course mate- 
rials, chosen for “relevance" 
and soundness, comprising a 
mix of original work and “rote” 
learning that would please both 


the “learn by doing” and the 
“back to basics" tendencies. 

Officials at the dty's educa- 
tion department stress that the 
reform is pot just about improv- 
ing test scores or Chicago’s 
position in the national scale. It 
is mainly about pupils and 
equipping them for the world 
beyond school. It is also an 
attempt lo break with two 
decades of rampant "grade 
inflation", when teachers felt 
under pressure lo pass eveiy 
child, regardless of achieve- 
ment, and the “sodal” benefits 
of keeping children in their 
year group were thought to 
outweigh individual educational 
achievement. 

It is too early to judge the 
results of the reforms, but first 
indications are good. Test scores 
in the last academic year were 


the best this decade. Karen 
Morris, head at a predomi- 
nantly Hispanic school in the 
south ofthe dty, said that there 
had been a clear change in 
pupils’ attitudes once they 
understood that they would be 
kept down if they failed. They 
were, she said, “much more 
focused this year". 

An education offidal respon- 
sible for overseeing the summer 
programme also noted one of 
the by-products of the back-to- 
basics approach and said he 
favoured much more of it. If a 
parent comes in complaining 
that his or her child has failed 
and that is unfair for whatever 
reason, he said, “I can call in the 
child and ask him, ‘What is six 
times seven?' or whatever, and 
if he can't answer, 1 con tell the 
parent. "You see, he doesn't 
know his times tables.’ " With- 
out that requirement for specific 
knowledge the parent could say 
the child was just a poor test- 
taker or felt unwell on the day. 

There are dissenters from 
the new approach. Some were 
involved with previous attempts 
to improve education in 
Chicago. They complain that 
the present administration is 
actually reaping a harvest that 
was sown by previous reformers 
and say that the roller-coaster of 
the past decade has damaged 
teachers' morale and confused 
parents and pupils. 

Some dissenters, however, 
are now converts. Sitting in his 
cramped un-air-conditioned 
office, with the fan on full blast, 
one head of year said he was 
already seeing the benefits in 
pupils' attitude and achieve- 
ment. And sometimes it is the 
small things that count. The 
provision of brand-new text- 
books and calculators for ibis 
year's compulsory summer 
courses, in sufficient numbers 
for each pupil to have their own, 
was itself a morale-booster for 
teachers and pupils, said Angela 
Murdoch, director of one of the 
programmes at a big problem- 
ridden school in northern 
Chicago. They were so used to 
being at the bottom of the pile. 

This week, Chicago's com- 
pulsory summer pupils wfll have 
been awaiting their results with 
as much trepidation as Britain's 
A-level candidates. Whether 
the compulsory summer pro- 
gramme element of the Chicago 
school reform would transfer to 
Britain, however, is another 
matter. How many parents, or 
children, would forego their 
holidays to spend another seven 
weeks at school? In Chicago. 
every teacher told me, this was 
the least of their problems: as 
one put it: “There's not a lot of 
people here going to Florida." 
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Hawks and doves in the Lightning Club 


"T ▼ That’s it like to be on the 
\f\f receiving end of other 
Y Y people’s ethics? The train 
was full of jolly holidaymakers bound 
for Blackpool but I alighted at 
Preston and took a taxi for the 3 1 
miles to Vferton. With the geography, 
the politics changed too. Mention the 
Warton factory in most parts of the 
country and you raise a question of 
moral ambiguity. But not in Preston. 

Warton is where British Aero- 
mace makes Hawk jets for Indone- 
sia. It was here last year that four 
women smashed up one of the planes 
with a hammer but were acquitted on 
charges of criminal damage after 
pleading that they had acted to pre- 
vent it being used in the campaign of 
genocide which they said Indonesia 
was waging on East Timor. _ 

I did not even try to get into the 
factory with its heavily guarded bar- 
riers and hefty security procedures. 
“The company long ago took the 
decision to say nothing andkeep its 
head down.” said Frank CouJton, 
who chairs the plant’s union co- 
ordinating committee, as he met me 

in the foyer. Rrank, by contrast, is fed 

up and happy to go public. 

We set out for the plant s sports 
and sodal centre. The Ughtmng 

Club, which was so full of frrachame 
boozers that it seemed tike sf e PP“8 
into a bygone era when Bntam made 

the men Who made them 

drank beer. It is, for all that, a com 
munity under siege. Hawk 

Indonesia may a 

nine in Foreign Secretary Cook's 
“ethical foreign policy” review. But, 

the workers of 

excused for wondering, for how 

,0 ^.e thing about these protest^ 
fhw don’t give Up. 881(3 


Frank. “There’s only a bandful of 
them but they seem to wield real 
influence.” And that is not all. “They 
seemed to have some inside infor- 
mation. They went direct to the air- 
craft which was ready for Indonesia, 
and it was not in there," he said, indi- 
cating the massive white h anga r 
behind the dub. “That’s the usual 
place, but it was in the test-flight 
hangar which is miles away.” 

In the wrecked cockpit they left a 
video cassette of what they believed 
were Hawks attacking villages in 
East Timor. “We sat down with the 
management and studied it. You 
see glimpses of aircraft we have 
since identified as US Star fighters. 
It then cuts to scenes of mass panic 
at a massacre in a cemetery as if to 
suggest it was the planes which 
caused iL” 

BAe then checked with its train- 
ing staff attached to the Indonesian 
air force. They said that the Hawks 
were based out of range of Timor 
and that the maintenance logs were 
incompatible with missions there. 

“Ana, let’s face it,” said Frank, “if 
you bought a £15 ru plane, armed 
with missiles that cost £10,000 each, 
would you nse it to set fire to mud- 
hut villages when all yen need to do 
is send in the local mflitia?" 

The three explanations each 
sounded plausible. But in the back 
of my mind I had the aphorism of an 
old schoolmaster who once admon- 
ished: “Only ever offer one justifi- 
cation for an action, Vallely; more 
than one sounds like an excuse.” 

. But Frank was insistent “There’s, 
no doubt Indonesia is oppressing 
East Timor. But putting people out 
of work here isn’t going to solve the 
problem. Everybody is trying to 
make us the baddies. We’re getting 
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kicked to death every week in the 
media - and you can sense that the 
pressure and frustration has started 
to build up. When people are out 
socially they now find they are hav- 
ing to defend themselves.” 

After lunch I wandered around 
the trim, prosperous village on the 
edge of the plant which injects £2m 
in disposable income into the local 
economy every week. It employs 
10.500 people - the majority engi- 
neering graduates with average earn- 
ings of over £20,000 a year. 

It must have been half-day closing 
in Warton as the post office, the art 
gallery and the fitted kitchen shop 
were all shuL In the neat parish chur- 
chyard the name and phone number 
of the minister had been inscribed on 
a freshly painted board. Since it is the 
church which is at the forefront of 
the anti-Hawk protests, I decided to 
ring the vicar and plumb his defini- 
tion of a moral dilemma. But it was 
evidently half-day for divines too, for 
there was no reply. 

I ambled back to the Lightning 
Oub where the first after-work 
drinkers were appearing. “The parish 
priest doesn't mention it at all except 
m the context of traffic disruption,” 
said one of the drinkers. “He’s cer- 
tainly not always saying; Let's say a 
prayer for the people of East Timor," 
he added, a touch acerbically. 

His name was Jim. “Don’t print 
my surname,” he said. You could see 
why. “There are no morals in this 
trade,” he went on. “It's a case of 
supply and demand; morals go out 
of the window if you have a poten- 
tial sale. As for these protestors, they 
don't give a stuff about the people of 
East Timor - if it wasn't this they’d 
be protesting about some other 
idiotic cause. I live in this village and 


I resent all these scruffs. The Great 
Unwashed is what we call them.” 

The eyes of the rest of his fellow 
drinkers - a metallurgist, a calibra- 
tion engineer, and a health and 
safety expert - turned heavenwards. 
They had each set out a nuanced 
position, acknowledging the diffi- 
culties, then building on each other's 
arguments. The nation has to defend 
itself. We have to export to defer 
costs, said Brian. Without the 
Indonesian sales there would be no 
profits for R&D on things such as 
the European fighter, said Eddie. 
We need jobs for our kids and if we 
destroy the only manufacturing 
industry left in the country, where 
will be, asked Jan. 

But for Jim, an ex-navy officer 
whose job was to train customers' air 
forces, that was not enough. He 
rolled chilling phrases round his 
mouth like a foie wine. “We make 
weapons which are designed to kfll 
large numbers of people extremely 
efficiently.." “We aim to maim, not 
kill." “I help in the manufacture of 
a military aircraft which can be used 
to suppress civilians - but it keeps 
me in a job and pays my mortgage." 

Brian groaned and left before 
Jim got round to advancing the 
theory that the protestors were prob- 
ably funded by one of BAe's com- 
petitors. “It’s the kind of thing the 
French would do.” 

Not long after, the US govern- 
ment announced that it had derided 
to cease selling F16 fighters to 
Indonesia. The Russians stepped 
straight in to supply an alternative. 
I thought of Frank Coulton, and tele- 
phoned him to see what he had to 
say. “That’s the point," he said. 
“Five hundred jobs lost and not one 
life in East Timor saved." 
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to 17-year low as 
rates take breather 
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Tom Stevenson 

Rnancial Editor 


Interest rates have paused but 
not yet peaked economists pre- 
dicted yesterday as the Bank of 
England admitted there was still 
a risk that it would overshoot its 
inflation target two years from 
now. That fear increased yes- 
terday after a sharp fell in the 
jobless rate to its lowest level for 
17 years. 

The City's caution, which 
led to a 7 2. 2- point drop in 
share prices, came despite 
labour market data suggesting 
the economy bad entered a 
golden period where inflation 
and earnings growth remained 
stable despite strong econom- 
ic growth and a falling unem- 
ployment rate. 

In its Quarterly Inflation 
Report, its first since being set 
free to determine monetary 
policy, the Bank of England said 
the cost of living would fall over 
the next year buL admitted it 
would be on a rising trend at die 
end of its two-year forecasting 
horizon. 


Mervyn King, the Bank’s eco- 
nomics director and a deputy- 
governor designate, said there 
was a greater probability that in- 
flation would be higher than its 
15 per cent target than lower on 
the basis of current rates. 

But the Inflation Report re- 
stated the Bank's belief that 
monetary policy had reached a 
position where it could stand 
back for a while to “assess the 
direction in which the inflation 
risks are likely to materialise''. 

The inflationary risks from 
the consumer boom were un- 
derlined by official figures ear- 
lier this week showing a rise in 
the headline rate of inflation to 
3.3 per cent, although the rise 
was driven by higher mortgage 
rates and excise duty increases 
in the Budget. Excluding those 
factors, the underlying rise in 
the cost of living was static. 

The argument that the 
British economy was enjoying a 
virtuous cycle of strong growth 
coupled with low inflation was 
booked by labour market fig- 
ures yesterday showing an un- 
expectedly large fall in the 


jobless rate but flat earnings 
growth. Just under 50,000 re- 
turned to the workforce in July, 
taking the unemployment rate 
to 1.55 million, its lowest level 
for almost 17 years. 

The fall in the unemployment 
rate took the percentage of the 
workforce without a jab to 5.5 
per cent, down from 5.7 per cent 
in June. That was the lowest 
percentage since April 1990. 

David Coleman, an econo- 
mist at CIBC Wood Gundy, 
said: “Although there may be 
some uncertainty about the 
seasonal adjustment, a month- 
ly fall in unemployment of al- 
most 50,000 is impressive by any 
standards. There is still reason 
to be cautious, however. Some 
slowing in the pace of fall in un- 
employment will be needed if 
the risk of bottlenecks and skill 
shortages is to be avoided." 

Despite that concern, wage 
pressures showed no signs of in- 
creasing last month, with aver- 
age earnings growth holding 
steady at 4.25 per cent. Econ- 
omists said the figures added 

weight to the idea - increasingly 


fashionable in the US - that 
structural changes in the labour 
market over the past decade had 
significantly reduced the rate of 
unemployment consistent with 
a take-off in wage growth, 

Jonathan Loynes, UK econ- 
omist at HSBC Markets, said: 
“These figures provide a further 
hint that the UK is enjoying a 
US-style combination of strong 
activity, low unemployment, 
and subdued wages growth." 

He warned, however, that the 
Bank's monetary policy com- 
mittee would remain concerned 
that unemployment could not 
continue to fall at the current 
rate without wage pressures 
eventually emerging. 

Another analyst said: “The 
key point the Bank made when 
it raised interest rates after the 
last meeting was that a peak had 
been reached. The market 
knows now that interest rates 
have not readied a peak." 

Mr King said it was difficult 
to know how long the pause in 
interest rate movements would 
be. “I cannot anticipate how 
king the pause will be.” 


Concerns over sterling 
kept rate rise down 


The Bank of England consid- 
ered imposing a half-point In- 
crease in base rates at the July 
meeting of its Monetary Policy 
Committee, but settled for a 
quarter-point rise to keep a lid 
on the soaring pound, wires 
Tom Stevenson. Minutes of the 
meeting, published yesterday, 
showed bow the MFC struggled 
to balance the need to restrain 
consumer spending with a 
desire to keep the rise of ster- 
ling in check. 

The harshness of the policy 
dilemma emerged as the pound 
feti sharply against the German 
mark again yesterday, held 
back by the Bank's apparent 
conviction that interest rate* do 
not need to rise in file short 
term and by a rising belief in 
Germany that base rates there 
are about to increase. 


The pound fell by more than 
4 pfennigs yesterday to under 
DM2.90, shrugging off strong 
labour market data tbat 
showed an unexpectedly large 
fall in the unemployment rate 
which might normally be ex- 
pected to put upward pressure 
on interest rates. The jobless 
number was mitigated by av- 
erage earnings numbers show- 
ing snbdned wage pressures. 

Minutes of the MFCs July 
meeting showed that the com- 
mittee had considered whether 
a larger interest rate rise might 
create uncertainly about the fb- 

turt direction off rates which 
might pot less upward pressure 
on the exchange rate. It con- 
cluded, however, that a half- 
point rise might actually lead 
to economists factoring in a 
higher peak to the Interest rate 


cycle and an unnecessary ap- 
preciation of sterling. 

The relative attraction of 
the mark was heightened yes- 
terday by a hawkish assessment 
of German inflation Iff the 
Bundesbank. In its monthly 
report, the German central 
bank said inflation had picked 
up and warned it would steer 
policy to ensure price stability. 

The movement in exchange 
rates confirmed the view that 
the rise of sterling in recent 
months has had more to do with 
the weakness of the German 
currency than its own Inherent 
Strength. The mark also ap- 
preciated by around 3 pfennigs 
against the dollar yesterday 
fbnawing US producer prices 
data showing a seventh suc- 
cessive month of declining 
prices. 


KBS on hunt 
after £630m 
Midshires buy 


Nic Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 

Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) 
yesterday signalled that it is pre- 
pared to consider more build- 
ing society takeovers as it 
confirmed its acquisition of 
Birmingham Midshires, the 
fifth-largcst remaining society, 
for up to £630ra. 

The takeover could result in 
a cash payout of £600 or free 
RBS shares, to Midshire's 1 mil- 
lion-plus members which in- 
clude up to 300.000 so-called 
“carpetbaggers”. 

Dr George Mathewson, 
group chief executive at RBS, 
said the takeover of Wolver- 
h amp Lon-based Midshires 
would virtually double the RBS 
residential mortgage book and 
increase its retail savings bal- 
ances by 75 per cent. 

“If there came along a very 
substantia] deal on the same 
basis [as this], I do not think that 
anyone would say no to it. I do 
not know anyone who would say 
anything different,” he added. 

However, Jeremy Batstone, 
head of research at NatWest 
Stockbrokers, said: “RBS has 
traditionally been seen as the 
prey rather than the predator, 


although this appears not to be 
a hostile takeover. But Midshiies 
is not big enough an acquisition 
to prevent RBS from still being 
seen as a potential taigeL" 

Birmingham Midshires, 
which has a residential mort- 
gage book of about £7bn, has 
about 1.1 million savers and 
150,000 borrowers serviced 
through 115 branches- RBS, 
which operates through 660 
branches, has slightly more 
savers and less borrowers. It also 
has 1.7 million current account 
holders and the bank's total 
assets stand at almost £70bn. 

The takeover had been w- 
idely anticipated since the so- 
ciety resolutely refused to rule 
the option out IS months ago, 
at the time of flotation an- 
nouncements by Woolwich, 
Northern Rock and Alliance & 
Leicester building societies. 

Mr Batstone said: “It has 
been an open secret that [Mid- 
shires] was looking for a part- 
ner and has been everyone's 
favourite to be ‘carpetbagged'. 
It is yet another nail in the cof- 
fin for mutuality despite the re- 
cent Nationwide vote. The rest 
of the building societies are 
swimming against a tide which 
is coming in fast” 
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Mike Jackson (left) and Dr George Mathewson, chief executives of Birmingham 
Midshires and RBS respectively, admitted yesterday to nine-month long talks 
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Mike Jackson, chief executive 
at Birmingham Midshires, said 
that the two organisations had 
come together only nine 
months ago, after a long- 
running review of the society’s 
options concluded that a 
takeover by another institution 
made most sense. 

“1 think Geoige [Mathewson] 
picked up the phone about a 


week before I did, but we had 
also concluded that RBS was 
the one we should be talking 
to,” Mr Jackson added. 

Although Midshires’ mort- 
gage processing centre in 
Bracknell, Berkshire, will dose 
Mr Jackson pledged there will 
be no compulsory redundancies 
among staff. Midshires would 
continue to be run as a separate 


business, and its brand identity 
and branch network had been 
guaranteed for three years. 

The takeover would allow for 
considerable cross-distribution 
of each organisation’s services 
and financial products, which be 
said was needed by members of 
his society. 

Mr Jackson denied that con- 
tinual rumours about Mid- 


shires’ intentions had led to 
"carpetbagging” on a mass 
scale, thereby diluting the value 
of any free payout to longer- 
term members. He said the 
new accounts had increased 
the value of Midshires to RBS 
and allowed for even greater 
cross-selling opportunities. 

RBS said it was pricing the 
deal at a price/eamings ratio of 


12 when the society is finally 
taken over next year. The deal 
will be financed by issuing new 
shares, which are to be taken up 
entirely by Scottish Widows, the 
Edinburgh mutual life insurer, 
lifting its stake in RBS to about 
4.7 per cent. 

RBS already collaborates with 
Scottish Widows over telephone 
sales of personal pensions. 
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Warburg 

helps 

SBC 

profits 
rise 84% 


SBC Warburg, the London- 
based investment banking arm 
of Switzerland's third-lurgesl 
bank, helped power its parent. 
SBC to an 84 per cent increase 
in profits for the first half of 1997. 
The booming investment bank- 
ing arm became the biggest 
profit earner of SEIC 's four main 
businesses, with profits up 60 per 
cent to SFrf>91m (£288m). 

SBC made Srrl_326bn in 
the first half and said it expected 
full -year profits to comfortably 
exceed SFrl.7bn, though it saw 
earnings growth slowing in the 
second half. While the Basel- 
based bank is the smallest of the 
Swiss big three, it is now seen 
by many analysts as the best. 

“This is an excellent result 
and compares well with the 
other Swiss banks,” said Carlo 
Capaul, a fund manager at Van 
Vemde Portfolio Management. 
“If the financial markets rise fur- 
ther, companies like SBC will 
continue to profit.” 

The results were interpreted 
yesterday as good news for 
London as a global financial 
centre, as well as confirmation 
that SBC did a good deal when 
it bought the airnig SG Wnburg 
two years ago for £890m. 

At that time a comment by 
Warburg's chairman. Sir David 
Scholey, that the two companies 
fitted “like the clunk of a Rolls- 
Royce door” drew widespread 
scepticism. 

Following a failed merger 
attempt with Morgan Stanley, 
the UK's largest investment 
bank was in crisis. Now War- 
burg's powerful securities side 
has Benefited hugely from the 
huge new distribution chan- 
nels it has access to via SBC's 
global banking operations. 

“SBC Warburg keeps grow- 
ing, enabling Swiss Bank to 
fulfil its ambition to he a glob- 
al investment bank," said James 
Alexander, an analyst at Dres- 
dner KJcinwort Benson. 

Sceptics pointed yesterday io 
soaring financial markets 
around the world this year, and 
questioned whether SBC War- 
burg's growth was sustainable. 
The Swiss Market Index rose 4n 
per cent this year, with index- 
es in Germany up 45 per cent 
and the UK up 22 per cent The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average 
is up 23.4 per cent. 

Commission income for SBC 
Whrburg's securities operations 
surged with these rising markets 
and was the main reason for the 
first-half profit gain. 

This year SBC Warburg 
bought American investment 
bank Dillon Read for $6Q0ra. 
Last month it announced a 
joint venture with Brunswick In- 
vestment. one of Russia's 
largest securities firms, and an- 
other joint venture with Long- 
Term Credit Bank of Japan. 

Last week, SBC Warburg 
was named the most successful 
mergers adviser on cross-border 
transactions in Europe for the 
first half of the year by Acqui- 
sitions Monthly magazine, beat- 
ing American rivals such as 
Morgan Stanley Dean Witter 
Discovery and Goldman Sachs. 


RECs warn controls will damage competition 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Electricity companies have 
stepped up their attack on new 
price controls proposed by Pro- 
fessor Stephen Littlechild, the 
industry regulator, by warning 
the Government that they could 
risk damaging moves towards 
domestic power competition 
next year. 

In a letter sent a fortnight ago 
to John Battle, the industry 
minister, the Electricity Asso- 
ciation claimed the new price 


structure would wipe out sup- 
ply profits for the regional elec- 
tricity companies (RECs). 

The complaint followed what 
were described as “frosty” 
meetings between Professor 
Uttlediild and the RECs. An in- 
dustry source said the compa- 
nies had written jointly to Mr 
Battle because he had effec- 
tively put himself in charge of 
delivering competition, which is 
due to start in phases from April 
199S. 

The letter added that the 
profit margin on supply, which 


accounted for around 7 per 
cent of customer bills, would be 
so drastically cut that it would 
make it uneconomic for any new 
operators to come into the 
market. A copy of the letter was 
sent to the industry regulator. 

The consultation paper, pub- 
lished last month, suggested 
average household bills would 
fall by 12 per cent from April 
to around £23S excluding VAT 
Pan of the reduction is already 
guaranteed from the existing 
distribution price controls, 
which account for some 30 per 


cent of bills. But the latest 
plans also envisage supply costs, 
such as billing overheads and 
marketing falling by 1.5 per cent 
a year, with bigger reductions 
for higher-cost RECs. 

Generators have already at- 
tacked the suggestion in the 
document that generation costs 
will drop by between 4 per cent 
and 12 per cent in real terms 
next year as cheaper coal con- 
tracts come into force. The 
new regime would, for the first 
time, impose maximum prices 
instead of the current formula 


which allows higher genera- 
tion costs to be passed through 
into bills. 

The chief executive of one of 
the largest RECs attacked the 
proposals as “idealised" and 
said he had wanted Professor 
Littlechild tbat the indi 
would “fight the price oont 
all the way”, implying the issue 
could be referred to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. The final supply price 
formula is due on 22 September. 

He added: “This is a ludi- 
crous situation to be in. The 


price cap he’s proposing won't 
foster competition. It mil deter 
competition. We’re spending 
almost £lbn as an industry 
preparing for 1998 and well 
have nothing to show for it” 
The chief executive claimed 
an average REC, with annual 
sales of £5 00m, would see its 


losses of up to £50m. 

Profits margins in electricity 
supply have always been low, 
with most earnings coming from 
the regional distribution mo- 
nopolies. 
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Beach Hotels 
sold for £46m 


KBgel Copra 

CTy Correspondent 


Sixty-one-year-old Ray Homey 
made his second fortune in 12 
years yesterday when he agreed 
a £46m deal to sell St James 
Beach Hotels, which owns a 
string of luxury developments in 
Barbados. 

Mr Homey and his wife, 
Maureen, own 58 per cent of the 
shares in St James Beach, which 
means they will net £27m be- 
tween them. Mr Homey made 
£21min 1985 when be sold Ray- 
ford Holdings, an electrical re- 
tailer, to Harris Queensway. 

Speaking from Hove in East 
Sussex yesterday be said he 
had no idea how he would 
spend the money. Tve been in- 
volved with the company for 
eight years and I think it is time 
to do something different. 
There’s a lot ol competition 
coming 'from the Do minican 
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all fun travelling to and from the 
Caribbean. It’s tiring." 

He will jet out there today to 
bring staff up to date with the 
takeover. In which Elegant Ho- 
tels win offer 2(JOp per share for 
the group. There is also a spe- 
cial dividend of 4p for share- 
holders which will net Mr 
Homey and bis wife £540.000. 


'4 


Mr Homey said he was keen 
to undertake another venture: 
“It will probably be something 
in retail or leisure but I've got 
no specific plans. I’ve taken two 
companies to the market. It 
would be nice to do three." 

St James Beach owns four 
hotels in Barbados, including 
the Coconut Creek and Crystal 
Grove. It recorded profits of 
£3.9m on sales of £17 3m last 
year. 

Elegant Hotels was formed in 
1996 to operate the Tradewinds 
Hotel in Antigua. It has also ac- 
quired a site in Barbados lo 
build another hotel. The com- 
pany said the combination uf 
the two businesses would pro- 
vide greater economies of scale 
and more prominence in the re- 
gion- St James Beach shares 
gained 8p to 198p. 

Though Mr Homey has 
made two fortunes in little 
more than a decade he did suf- 
fer a setback last year with a 
housebuilder called Re°ent 
Corporation which ran into dif- 
ficulties. 

The company is now in ad- 
ministration and Mr Homey, 
who was on the board, is owed 
L2-5m in loan notes. However, 
he said they were secured and 
he was confident he would get . 
the money back. 
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Attempting to square the virtuous circle 
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‘Conventional wisdom 
says that when labour 
markets tighten, pay 
packets go up, fuelling 
consumption and 
hence inflation. The 
latest figures would 
suggest, however, that 
Britain may at last 
have broken the link' 


S cenario A: Unemployment at its low- 
est since 1980. Inflation in check. 
J f earnin gs on a plateau- Gov- 

DriS?nl^ rroWng under controJ - H°“se 
J™??™* X? nsumer confidence at a seven- 
W; <>utput growing at a healthy but 
sustainable 3 per cent. What a list. What an 
economy. Goodbye boom and bust, wel- 
1:0 t° the virtuous circle. 

An overvalued exchange 
rate. Windfall gains fuelling a high street 
spending binge. Company receiverships 
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, itself satisfied that the Government's 2J per 
1 cent inflation target is now in range with- 
out the need for further fiscal tightening. 

In truth, the picture is less clear and 
arguably less benign than thaL As the Bank 
itself concedes, the risks to its central pro- 
jection of inflation lie more on the upside 
than the downside, suggesting that further 
rate rises will be necessary. 

In the markets it is a mixed hag. The for- 
eign exchanges seem to have rough! the 
line for now that sterling is no longer a one 


society movement has now shrunk in num- 
ber by a half in little more than 10 years. It 
looks like becoming slimmer still since the 
camiverous appetites of the RBS will not 
stop here. 

Nationwide's valiant refusal to convert to 
a bank begins to look like the last twitch 
from the dying body of mutuality. But per- 
haps all is not lost. 


... with the £ 850 m, and neither side is budging an inch, 

parent company if he wants it along witn Not c^ct with that, he has decided to 

dmrmanship "SSL „ who le raft declare war on two further fronts. Accord- 


tuauuuiouiii - -j- . , —f. Hectare war on two iunuei uuu» 

What next? Well, there a MflS th^RECs the new supply price con- 

of middling buildmg societies would turn a low profit business into a 

more wedled to mutuah^ than ^vnSSSm. just is the regulator is tiy- 

ham Midshires who could be nartw and ing to attract new competitore into the mar- 
a^witht^Bnt^AeNor^and mj B l No ^ then ^ ^ Tfescos. Sains- 
Peterborough, the Bradford and Bmgley B p£ ^ of ^ world have 

and the Putman. nartiC u- turned their noses up at such thin pickings. 

, -PliS thTlUSS It is no surprise to bear privatised uni,- 


haps all is not lost. »“£* the Portman. mmed their noses up at such thin pickings. 

Birmingham Midshrres has been walking The last of these could make a parti It is no surprise to bear privatised utili- 

about with its skin around its waist for two lariy tasty second helpmg for me r regulator turns the 

aOTWOn their earnings. But given that elec- 


SZ ! M 91CV ^ D AbulIm ? rkc,abo “‘ SSES.- grapbie bits slQ) missing fro™ the jigaw it 

oat of steam. R-Reg mama. Oh dear, persuaded that the inflationary lieer has netbaneers more interested in purlins a once Birmingham Midshires has been tncity ppy utyaooo «a nnmf fhic 


Better get the holiday to France in now. 
Recession around the corner. 

^ esterday* s unemployment figures, show- 
ing a 50,000 drop in the jobless total in July, 
were better than anyone had a right to 
expect. What made them even more impres- 
sive was their publication alongside figures 
showing an absence of any inflationary wage 
pressures with the rise in average earnings 
stuck firmly on a plateau. 


mark. 

Meanwhile the unemployment totals 
have been massaged so many limes that 
comparisons spread over 17 years start .to 
become meaningless. There have been 
twice that number of changes in the way the 
figures are calculated in that time. 

It may be way too premature to start talk- 
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i l S onven ^ 0na i wisdom says that when ing up a recession. Bui it is equally far too 
jaoour markets tighten, pay packets go up, early to conclude that the boom bust cvrie 
fuelling consumption and hence inflation, is a relic of the past. 

The latest figures would suggest, however, 

that Britain may at last have broken the link -»* » j , . , , ,, 

with the help of its flexible labour markets JVllClSilirGS WllGtS tflG 

m T& wy e -cund SX carpetbaggers’ appetite 

Bank of England following last week's A nd then there were 71. Birmingham 
quarter point rise in interest rates. The ./xM ids hires’ capitulation to the Royal 
Bank s latest Inflation Report pronounces Bank of Scotland means that the building 


never mind the thousands of ordinary 
savers who will see the wealth created over 
several generations frittered away in 
another windfall. 

The blatant manner in which the soci- 
ety was fattened up for conversion con- 
trasts starkly with the explanations trotted 
out yesterday by its chief executive Mike 
Jackson as to why mutuality is being 
forsaken. 

All that Birmingham Midshires bad done 
was listen to its members and conclude that 
they deserved a wider range of services than 
a building society could offer. Apparently 
its 1.2 mifijou members find it a chore hav- 


linningnam Mionin* — “fMMt torts as drey may have a point this 

hone thev are made of sterner stuff time. The answer, of course, is for RECs 10 
: BWd^For Birmingham Mid- merge their supply operations, tojMgB*£ 
1 . . i oratft emrmames resDonsiWe only for the 


than the Brummies. For Birmingham Mia- 
shires* borrowers, the bung will probably 
only offset the higher mortgage rates they 
have been charged compared with say the 
Nationwide. After conversion they will be 
ripe for worse plunder. 


Time-bomb is ticking 
for Littlechild 


A s the clock ticks down to domestic elec- 
xxtricity competition next year Professor 


they deserved a wider range of services than Jxiricity competition next year Professor 
a building society could offer. Apparently Stephen Littlechild looks increasingly like 
its 1.2 mifijou members find it a chore hav- he is sitting on a time-bomb. He is .already 
ing to open separate bonk accounts and buy at loggerheads with the companies over 
life assurance elsewhere. how much of the cost of introducing com- 

Never mind, they will get their £700 bung petition they can pass on to customers. The 
and Mr Jackson will get a plum job with the prof says less than £400m, the industry wants 


arate companies responsible only for the 
distribution monopolies. Discussions 
between RECs are taking place, but this 
raises a whole new can of competition 
worms. 

If the professor is really determined to 
bring down electricity bills he should launch 
a full-scale review of the generation mar- 
ket, which has now been freed from price 
regulation. Instead he has approached the 
issue by the back door in the supply price 
control proposals, suggesting that genera- 
tion costs will fall, without saying how. The 
messy approach has left the RECs and gen- 
erators fighting with the professor and with 
each other. The sooner we have a complete 
review of electricity prices, in all their com- 
plex guises, the better. 
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Sales of “R” registration new 
cars soared by IS per cent in the 
first 10 days of this month, 
putting the industry on target 
for a record-breaking August 
sales of well over 500,000. 

The internal industry figures, 
sent to car companies yesterday 
by the Society of Motor Man- 
ufacturers and Traders, showed 
208,000 registrations were 
recorded in the 10-day period, 
well ahead of even the most op- 
timistic indnstry expectations. 
The figures are seen as a clear 
guide for the whole of August 
because so many cars are 
ordered by customers before the 
y start of the month. 

Car industry analysts were 
last night raising their fore- 
casts for this year’s August bo- 
nanza and predicted sales above 
the previous August peak of 
500,112 in 1989. Some bullish 
manufacturers had already 
privately forecast 520,000 reg- 
istrations this month, but some 
analysis suggested they could 
reach 550,000. It could also 
push sales this year to more than 
2.1 milli on, though they would 
still be some way off the 23 
milli on peak in the boom year 
of 1989. 

Other forecasters were more 
cautious, pointing to the feet 
that August this year includes 
one less selling day tha n in 1 996. 

1 Another factor was the trend for 

customers to “pre-order” cars 
before the start of the month, 
which could see sales in the 
remaining 20 days tail off more 
sharply. 

Last year August was a 
disappointing month for the 
industry, with a modest increase 
, in sales to 479,407. Dealers 
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blamed the lack of interest 
from private buyers, though 
this year demand has apparently 
been boosted by building 
society win dfalls and buoyant 
economic confidence. 

But yesterday’s figures 
painted a gloomier picture for 
“traditional'’ market leaders 
such as Ford, which saw its mar- 
ket share plunge to 16 percent 
in the first 10 days. It followed 
a disastrous July for the US 
giant, which took less than 12 
per cent of the British market, 
one of its lowest figures for 
decades. 

Ford has this year cut in- 
centives to dealers and has re- 
treated from offering big 
discounts to customers. The 
company had forecast a mod- 
est August this year of less 
than 495,000 registrations, but 
has been apparently caught out 
by demand for other makes. 

In contrast, Renault, the 
French group which has seen its 
sales surge thK year on the back 
of new model ranges, has J 
gained 7.1 per cent of the mar- 
ket in the first 10 days. Analysts i 
predicted that imports could 
take a higher share of the mar- 
ket, possibly matching the 70 per 
cent recorded in July. 

Separately, industry sources 
yesterday warned that the 
Society of Motor Manufactur- 
ers and Traders was having 
trouble processing the regis- 
tration data, blaming the un- 
expectedly strong demand and 
a new computer link which 
connected some manufactures. 
The new computer system is 
understood to have temporarily 
failed on the first day of this 
month. The SMMT has previ- 
ously denied speculation of 
problems with its data- 
processing systems. 



The cable industry was dealt a 
fresh blow yesterday after it 
emerged United News & Me- 
dia, Lord HoUkk’s media con- 
glomerate, had ruled out joining 
merger talks with cable opera- 
tors Telewest and NTL. Sepa- 
rately, NTL also announced a 


Last year’s fire in the Channel Tunnel hit Eurotunnel’s turnover 
in the first half of this year, according to figures released by the 
debt-laden group yesterday. In the six months to the end of June 
turnover fell from £223 -6m to £168 .gm. though the group said 
compensation received from insurance companies for the fire dam- 
age added £52.4m to revenues. Sales in the second quarter rose 
to£933m from £75-5m in the first three months. The Anglo-French 
group is in the final stages of renegotiating its £9bn debt burden 
with the h anks following shareholders’ approval of the scheme, 
which replaces bank debt with equity, at an acrimonious extra- 
ordinary meeting in Paris last month. Freight services resumed 
through the tunnel on 15 June after a seven-month break. Eu- 
rotunnel recently said traffic figures on the tourist Shuttle ser- 
vice were back to pre-fire levels* although the total cross-channel 
market had expanded by some 15 per cent since last year. 


Water companies agree compensation 


large restructuring which will 
mean the loss of 50 fobs. 


Richard Eyre, the incoming chief executive 
of ITV, yesterday made his first 
management appointment at Network 
Centre, by giving David Liddiment (above), 
managing director of Granada’s UK 
broadcasting division, the rote of (Erector 
of programmes, writes Cathy Newman. 

The appointment ends months of 
speculation that Mr Liddiment would take 
the position, in effect replacing Marcus 
Plantin, the outgoing network director. 

Mr Liddiment, who is to start the new 
job at the same time as Mr Eyre at the 
end of September, said last night: “My job 
is to make sure we pick the right shows 


and schedule them as effectively as 
possible.’’ He and Mr Eyre are to preside 
over an Increasingly centralised ITV, which 
m recent months has seen rapid con- 
solidation into the hands of the three 
players -Gra nada Group, Carlton 
Communications and United News & 
Media. 

Mr Liddiment has been in his present 
role at Granada since last year. Previously, 
he has been deputy managing director of 
LWT and head of the BBC’s entertainment 
group. At Granada he was executive 
producer of Coronation Street for five 
years. 


mean the loss of 50 jobs. 

United had been courted by 
NTLs head, Barclay Knapp, as 
part of a plan to merge with 
Telewest to create a rival to 
Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations, the UK’s largest cable 
company. However, a source 
close to United said yesterday: 
“United never had any intention 
of joining the talks.” 

City observers said United's 
presence in the merger would 
have given the consolidated 
group greater clout, and would 
have added impetus to the 
rationalisation of the industry. 

NTL, which announces its 
second-quarter results this 
morning, said it was merging its 
three customer operations de- 
partments into one over the next 
six months. Its Fleet office will 
also be absorbed into offices in 
Fain borough and Guildford. 

A spokeswoman for NTL 
said last night that upwards of 
£lm would be saved by the job 
cuts and reorganisation of the 
business: She added that further 
cost cuts and redundancies 
could not be ruled out, and that 
some of the 50 redundancies 
announced yesterday would be , 
senior positions. 

The news comes just one 
week after Telewest, the second 
biggest UK cable company, 
said it was lb slash L400 jobs, 
a quarter of its workforce. The 
company also said it would 
slow down its investment spend- 
ing and would inject more funds 
into marketing. 

The cable industry has come 
under fire from the City in re- 
cent months as die number of 
customers signed up has failed 
to increase as fast as anticipated. 


Six more water companies had agreed to offer compensation pay- 
ments to customers whose supplies were interrupted under drought 
orders, though nine companies had still to accept the plan, die 
industry watchdog, Ofwac, said yesterday. The latest groups to 
offer schemes include Anglian, Southern, Northumbrian, Severn 
Hent and Thames, with the changes having taken effect from 8 
August In April, 14 companies agreed to compensate customers, 
including South West, North West Wessex and Welsh \toter. Do- 
mestic customers can claim £10 for each day or part of the day 
that the supply of water is interrupted, up to a maximum equiv- 
alent to the water company’s average annual household bilL For 
business customers the compensation is £50 a day. Southern Ifa- 
ter and Yorkshire Wfrter have yet to agree to compensation 
schemes. 


Richards uncovers £530,000 black hole 


Richards, the textiles group, has unearthed a Wade hole of £53(LOOO 
at its Tbweropen home furnishings subsidiary. The company also 
warned that the continued strength of sterling, particularly against 
the Belgian franc, was virtually stopping European exports and 
it was inevitable the group would post a loss for the year to 30 
September. The Tbweropen loss was concealed by misleading ac- 
counting information supplied by the subsidiary, partly due to in- 
adequate control systems. The company has restate! its six months 
to March results to show a loss before tax of £350,000. compared 
with a previously reported profit. 


Institute calls for pension costs review 


The Faculty and Institute of Actuaries has called on the Gov- 
ernment to make sure all statutory assessments of pension costs 
are reviewed following the removal of tax credits from pension 
schemes. Duncan Ffeignson, Institute president, said: “Com- 
mentators have suggested this Budget will be neutral for long- 
term savings. The case is unproven and this Budget wul 
immediately reduce the income stream.” 


Highbury House warns of losses 


Highbury House Communicatioas, the publishing group, said trad- 
ing in the first half of the year bad been below expectations and 


it would make a higher-th an -anticipated loss. The company said 
the disappointing performance had been due to continuing* loss- 
es at its Thrstcare division and a poor first quarter’s trading in 
the original Highbury House publishing business. 


Securicor and BT take £40m provision 
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Bank report to study 
£36bn windfall effect 


ITV programme budget lacking 


Cathy Newman 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


cent upon a Hke-for-Hke basis. 

Tim Byrne, Airtours deputy 
finance director, said: “There 






The Bank of England an- 
nounced yesterday it is to 
commission a special report on 
the effect of windfall payments 
from converting building 
societies, as two more compa- 
nies announced soaring sales 
boosted by de-mutualisatron 
spending. 

Mervyn King, d«mty gov- 
ernor of the Bank of England, 
said the bank estimated the 
total windfalls to be worth 
£36bn and that its report on the 
economic effects should be 
completed “in a month or so ■ 

The comments came as 
Airtours, Britain's 
largest tour operator, smd a 
combination of the 


buying power of sterling 
■boosted its summer bo°k ul £ s 
both for 1997 and 1998- 

Separately, Hosebys, ibe fur- 
nishings group CTed ^J|L 


credited the 


can be no doubt that £35bn- 
£36bn of cash sloshing around 
the economy must have had an 
effect, although its very difficult 
to measure.” 

Harry Coe, Airtours deputy 
chief executive, emressed 
caution on the windfall factor, 
saying: “We wbuld be disap- 
pointed if we didn’t get some 
of that money but it is difficult 
for us to say how much of our 
increased bookings are being 
made for that reason." - 

Rosebys’ chief executive, 
Mike Rosenblatt, said the 
dramatic increase in sales was 
not sustainable and that the 
recent spate of interest rate 
rises would start to dampen 
growth: “1 think towards the 

end of the year those interest 
rate rises will start to make 
themselves felt and that it will 
take the edge off the boom that 
we are currently enjoying.” 


bookings within the UK tour 
operating business are 19 per 
cent ahead of the previous 
year, with sales of holidays to 
Turkey, the Western Mediter- 
ranean and Florida rising 
strongly at the expense of 
Greece. Spain is also proving 
popular due to the sharp rise in 
the value of the pound against 
the peseta. Strong demand for 
late bookings has led to a 15- 
20 per cent increase in prices 
for last-minute holidays. 

Booking for winter 1997-98 
are 25 per cent up, with Mr Coe 
admitting that the windfall 
payments were probably a factor. 

Airtours said the strength of 
steriing was lowering its costs, 
which it was passing on to 
consumers. This would be 
balanced against the impact of 
currency factors on overseas 
profits translation. Airtours. 
shares dosed 34p lower at 1195p; 

Rosebys reported a 111 per 
cent increase m interim pre-tax 
profits to £32sn. Group like-for- ( 
Hke sales across its Benson 


ITV needs to boost its spending 
on programmes dramatically to 
avoid losing viewers to Chan- 
nel 5 and satellite and cable 
television, according to new re- 
search from Merrill Lynch* 
Channel 5 has eaten Into 
IlVs audience share as the 
network has failed to increase 
its programming expenditure 
suffidently, figures from tibe in- 
vestment bouse shorn 

ITV, which increased its pro- 


gramme budget by just 3 per 
cent to £602m for 1996/97, saw 
its audience share dwindle be- 
tween April and July from 344 
per cent last year to 31.6 per 
cent this yean 

Channel 4, which grew its 
spending oa programmes by 16 
per cent to £31 0m this year, in- 
creased Its audience share from 
10.6 per cent last year to 10.7 
per cent this year despite the 
launch of another rival, Chan- 
nel 5, In the spring. 

The Morrill research con- 


dudes: “It is no surprise that 
Channel 4 has held its viewer- 
ship share in 1997 due to its in- 
creased firepowo; white ITV has 
seat a significant redaction." 

The threat to ITV s audience 
share will be exacerbated when 
the Channel 4 funding formu- 
la is phased out over the next 
two years. Channel 4 has so far 
paid the ITV companies £257m 
through the formula, and has 
promised to spend the money 
saved on more ordinal British 
programmes and Blwut- 


Securicor and British Tblecommunicatiops are taking a combined 
£40m charge this year after a supplier abandoned a project to 
create a new billing system. BT said it would take a £24tn provi- 
sion and Securicor a £16m provision after the supplier, AMS Man- 
agement Systems UK, abandoned a contract to create a 
computerised billing system for Cellnet, a UK mobile phone net- 
work owned 40 per cent by Securicor and 60 percent by BT The 
news is a further setback for Cellnet, which trails its three UK 
mobile phone network competitors in new sales. It wifi also be 
a blow to Securicor, which saw its first-half pre-tax profit fall 7 
per cent as a result of increased competition for Cellnet and de- 
velopment costs at Intek, its US mobile phone operator. 


Ockham profits fall to £7.4m 


Ockham Holdings remained on the look-out for thing s to buy. 


particularly in specialist retail insurance, said chairman Allen 
Thomas as the comoanv announced a fall in nre-tax nrofits For 


Thomas as the company announced a fall in pre-tax profits for 
the six months to June to £7.4m from £1 1.4m last time. Highway 
contributed managing agency, profit commission totalling £2L3m 

against £2£m. Wise Speke produced a profit before tax of £1 -5m. 
This compares with £L5m in the first half of last year. 
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nishing s group creancu Airtours third-quarter re- hke sales across its Benson 

windfall factor for soaring?** {Q ^ ^ ^ June showed Beds. Knigfatingales and Rex- 

of beds. In the fiveweeB num Kat increase in prof- more chains are 18 per cent up 

30 June sales at its Benso £24m. Summer 1997 in current trading. 

Beds subsidiary were 40 per 1 
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Struggling BICC ripe for demerger 
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B ICC is in a mess. Both of its two 
core businesses, power cables 
and construction, arc inherent- 
ly unattractive. Despite reasonable 
market positions, price competition 
from rivals and falling demand ahead 
of utility privatisations is squeezing 
already wafer-thin margins. Investors 
have had a rotten deal. A rights issue 
at 270p a share in September - BICC's 
shares, down 7 Jp are now 1625p- was 
swiftly followed in May by a profits 
warning. And Alan Jones, new broom 
chief executive, has failed to be radical 
enough to satisfy the City. 

Since his appointment in 1995, 
BICC's shares have underperformed 
the market by 70 per cent. BICCs prob- 
lems are evidenced in yesterday’s half- 
year figures. Underlying profits for the 
six months to June fell 13 per cent to 
£55ra on turnover 6 per cent down. 
Though better contract picking helped 
Balfour Beatty, BICC's construction 
aim, improve profits from £lm to 
£15m, the European power cables 
business was dire. Cables profits almost 
halved to £28 m, hit by reduced infra- 
structure spending ahead of monetary 
union, fatting, demand in the key I talian 
market ahead of the telecoms privati- 
sation and competition in Germany. 

What’s more, on NalWest Securities 
forecasts of 1 1.3p earnings in the full 
year. BICC is heading for yet another 
uncovered dividend on a likely main- 
tained 12.4p full-year payout Though 
BICC has cash, an uncovered dividend 

never looks gpod. The group should cut 
its dividend again, but that would take 
guts after the rights issue. 

So what should Mr Jones do? After 
more than two years as chief executive, 
surely it is time for something brave. 
The planned chop of 350 jobs in Italy 
hardly fits that bilL More interesting 
is the suggestion that something is afoot 
in German cable. 

Though Mr Jones says nothing more 
than the German business is to "repo- 
sition", and that with 39 per cent 
gearing, the balance sheet is not con- 
strained, observers reckon BICC is 
about to cuddle up to one of its big pow- 
er cable competitors -such as Siemens 
of Germany or Alcatel Alsthom of 
Fiance. 

What is likely is a limited joint ven- 
ture in Germany. But if BICC really 
wants to help itself, it needs a big. pan- 
European deal. Such a joint venture 
with, say, Siemens would allow BICC 
to reap huge economies of scale, dose 
loss- making plants and give it access to 
Siemens' strong brand, distribution and 
marketing. 

But that alone is not enough. To fully 
realise value, BICC needs to demerge 
the construction business. Mr Jones’ 
argument that the group Deeds the cash 
of cable to strike good construction deals 
isweak. What a demerger would do, by 
motivating management and improving 
performance, is expose Balfour to a po- 
tential bidder. But even excluding bid 
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speculation, NalWest believes the 
group's break-up value alone would be 
lOOp above the present value at 260p 
a shar e, even after stripping out debt 
and convertible preference shares. 
There is potential in BICC but to realise 
it will take bold steps. 

Copthome’s rates 
have room to grow 

T he hotels sector has been under 
a cloud recently due to the 
City’s concerns overgrowth in 
capacity and the effects of the strong 
pound on overseas visitor levels to 
London. 

But while these reservations have 
hit shares, the operators themselves 
have stayed jolly about prospects. 
Stakis reported good figures last 
month and yesterday Millennium & 
Coptboroe did the same. 

The 24-strong hotels group, which 
has proved to be one of the best of 
last year's crop of new issues, enjoyed 
a 53 per cent increase in pre-tax prof- 
its to £19.9m in the six months to June. 
On a pro forma basis, which as- 


sumes the group owned its New York 
hotels for the whole of the previous 
year, operating profits rose 37 per cent 
to £27-3m. 

The figures are particularly im- 
pressive as they include £lm of clo- 
sure costs for the Commodore hotel 
in Paris, which will undergo a nine- 
month revamp. 

So far Copthorne seems to be 
shrugging off the worries of the sec- 
tor's doomsters. 

Finance director David Cook says 
that as 75 per cent of its customers 
are business travellers, the strength 
of the pound has a limited effect And 
60 per cent of visitors to its London 
hotels come from the UK. 

Copthorne disagrees with reports 
that suggest an additional 10,000 
beds are coming on stream in the UK 
over the next few years and says most 
of the additional capacity will be in 
the peripheral areas of London rather 
than in the centre of the capital. 

Occupancy on a pro forma basis in- 
creased by 3 percentage points to a 
healthy 76.9 per cent, which provides 
limited headroom. But the upside is 
that the group is able to increase room 
rales, with the average rising by 5 per 
cent to £80.70. 


Expect more rate hikes and some 
selective acquisitions from the new 
managing director, John O’Shea. 

On upgraded forecasts of £4&5m 
for the full year, the shares trade on 
a forward rating of 15. 

At 378.5p, up lOp yesterday and a 
full lOOp on the 278p issue price last 
April, the shares are worth a look. 

War games are a 
serious business 

F orget the moonies and Freema- 
sons. Fantasy war games are 
the cult of the Nineties - espe- 
cially for all those boys out there who 
have never quite grown up. 

Tom Kirby, chief executive and 
soon-to-be executive chairman of 
Games Workshop, is one such chap. 

Founder of the highly successful 
games company, he shuns grown-up 
Q'ty clothes for jeans and T-shirts and 
talks excitedly about the new 
Gorkamorka game where green- 
skinned miniature monsters with long 
tusks do battle riding around in bug- 
gies. 

Unlike conventional toy companies 
such as Bluebird, which struggle to 
keep pace with the passing whims of 
fickle children. Games Workshop’s 
toys - miniature fantasy collectibles - 
are a serious hobby for dedicated en- 
thusiasts. 

Three-quarters of buyers are males 
over 12 years and, of those, a quarter 
are adults. 

In fact the Games Workshop busi- 
ness is more akin to a razor-and-blade 
company such as Gillette. 

For every £50 an average devotee 
spends on the basic games kit - a 
board, a few miniatures and a ratebook 
- he will spend another£500 over the 
next two years building op the col- 
lection. What's more, the appeal 
seems to cross cultural barriers. 

Yesterday's full-year numbers to 
June- proffcs rose 26 per cent to film 
after a £5m currency hit leaving the 
shares 6_5p higher at 575p - showed 
rapid expansion in continental Europe, 
now more than a third of the total, par- 
ticularly Germany and Spain. Business 
has also been growing quickly in Aus- 
tralia. 

Japan, with its tradition of often-vi- 
olent fantasy u manga" comics, should 
be an ideal war games market 
Meanwhile there is plenty still to do 
in the UK Mr Kirby says there is room 
to add another 100 shops here, dou- 
bling UK capacity. 

With like-for-llke sales growth of 
more than 40 per cent Games Work- 
shop can certainly justify the plans. 

House broker Credit Lyonnais 
La mg forecasts £13m profits next 
year. On a forward PE ratio of 22 next 
year, falling to 18 times, the shares are 
still good value. 


Flying Flowers 
issues warning of 
slower growth 


Cfifford German 

Flying Flowers, the Jersey- 
based mail-order horticultural - 
ists, warned yesterday that its 
rapid growth will slow in the 
second halt The shares fell 
17 -5p to 3$4.5p even though the 
group announced sales rose by 
54 per cent to £23.7m ana 
profits by 106 per cent to 
£3-37m in the six months to the 
end of June. 

First-half figures have been 
boosted by contributions from 
three business acquired a year 
ago for £7m. Second-half fig- 
ures will get a lesser boost The 
surge was also helped by the 
trebling of sales of bedding 
plants through the mail order 
brand, Gardening Direct, 
which accounted for a quarter 
of group sales in the latest re- 
sults, and is seasonally biased 
towards the first half of the 
year. 

Historically profits have split 
roughly one third in the first 
half and two thirds in the sec- 
ond. In future the split is like- 
ly to be virtually even. Growth 
in the second half is more like- 
ly to be 30-40 per cent but the 
brokers Beeson Gregory have 
increased their profit forecast 
for the frill year from £6. lm to 
£6 Jm on the basis of the first 
half-figures. 

The market refused to be 
consoled, however, and the 
shares, which have enjoyed a 
great run since being floated at 
65p when the company floated 
four years ago. failed to 
recover. 

All four retail businesses 
have performed well and con- 
tributed £402000 to operating 
profits. But the real surge in 
sales and profits has come from 
the mail order businesses which 
grew sales by 56 per cent to 
£15-3m and profits to £ 3 Jim. 
Operating margins increased 
from 17.6 per cent to 21.0 per 
cent 

The mail order side of the 
business as a whole, including 
Gardening Direct and Blooms, 
which specialises in perennials, 
are likely to continue to outgrow 
the original cut flower and re- 
tail parts of the business. 

The original business was 



Sales of bedding plants are set to outgrow the original cut 
flower and retail parts of the business 


heavily skewed to the Christmas 
trade which accounted for a 
third of all sales. The balance 
has changed permanently and 
although DPA Direct, the 
business which provides read- 
er's offers for leading news- 
papers, has suffered from 
competition with other parts of 
the business it remains a profit 
centre. 

Blooms’ mail order side will 
be the next growth surge, 
chairman Walter Goldsmilh 
said yesterday. Odd man out in 
the group is Benhams, the spe- 


cialist supplier of fin»t day 
covers to philatelists which was 
acquired in June Iasi year, its 
sales are under £2m but orders 
arc already rolling in for the 
Oueen’s Golden Wedding in 
November. 

The group is hoping to spend 
around £3m on new green- 
houses in Jersey and the same 
again on a new cal! centre on the 
mainland, but net debt is small. 
Earnings per share were up 84 
per cent to ll.33p and the in- 
terim dividend has gone up 80 
per cent to 2.45p, 
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Independent insurer 
seeks deals overseas « 


Nigel Cope 

Independent Insurance re- 
ported a 20 percent rise in first- 
half profits yesterday but cau- 
tioned that it did not expect any 
significant upturn in the UK in- 
surance market until late 1998. 

However, the company ex- 
pressed confidence about its 
own prospects despite tough 
conditions and said H was on the 
look-out for acquisitions. The 
group's chief executive, Michael 
Bright, bought £lm of shares, 
taking his holding to 5.5 per 
cent. Three other directors also 
bought stock. The shares 
jumped 35p to 945p. 

Independent said it was look- 
ing for commercial underwrit- 
ing deals in France and Spain. 
In the UK it is hoping that ratio- 
nalisation will offer opportuni- 


ties to buy UK subsidiaries or 
accounts. • 

"The company's market cap- 
italisation is now over £400m so 
our ambitions can be quite 
considerable.” Mr Bright said. 
“We are prepared to issue pa- 
per for the right deal." 

He said that while competition 
remained intense the outlook 
was improving: “There is per- 
haps less stupidity in the market 
than there was 12 months ago.” 

Pre-tax profits in the six 
months to 30 June were 20 per 
cent higher at £20m. Long- 
term policy arrangements led to 
growth in gross written premi- 
ums, up by 16 per cent to 
£270m. However the underlying 
position was flat, affected by a 
reduction in motor income' as 
well as a fall in premiums at its 
French subsidiary. 


surge 
at BAA 


Last month’s three-day strike 
cut British Airways' passenger 
numbers in July by 200.000. ac- 
cording to BAA,tbe airports op- 
erator. However BAA still 
entertained a record number of 
passengers, writes Chris Gods- 
mark. 

BAA, which runs Heathrow, 
Gatwick and Stansted airports, 
revealed a 6 per cent surge in 
overall passengers last month, 
compared with July a year ago, 
to 10.2 million, a record figure 
for a angle month. It means that 
in the 12 months to July BAA 
handled more than 100 million 
passengers for the first time. 

The figures helped BAA 
shares rise 2p to 587 Jp despite 
a frilling stock market. 

The drop in British Airways' 
passenger numbers, most of 
which were hit by the strike ac- 
tion at Heathrow Airport, rep- 
resented 2 per cent of BAA’S 
traffic. However the strike took 
a bigger toll on the number of 
plane movements, which rose in 
July by just 2 per ccm, a much 
lower increase than total pas- 
senger numbers, to 90,064. 

British Airways recently re- 
vealed that the dispute, by cab- 
in crew, would cost the airline 
£125m. 


Install a BT 
ISDN line 
and save £80 
immediately. 
(Told you 
they were 
quick). 

R r h v />.'<?'■ chrm 

thi : :: ; r. V .XV - .,v;/VV 


BT ISDN is a digital phone line, for £80 off connection 

Freefone 0800 800 800 


OFFW ENDS 13 1097 ON LINES MSTALLE& BY 9.11.97. 











f 



the DTOEPENraapr . tbithibuv „ 


AUGUST 1997 


American influences kept 
equities on the back foot. With 
New York failing more than 
points overnight and then, 
during London hours, turning 
in an incredibly volatile display, 
““ stock market mood veered 
between confusion and 
exasperation. 

Footsie opeoed 21.8 points 
down. At tunes, when Wall 
Street firmed, it looked intent 

on staging a strong recovery but 

Awards the close, as the un- 
even US performance became 
apparent, fell back, finkhmg 
near its lowest of the day off 
722 at 5,003.6. 

Worries US interest rates 
will be forced higher and sto- 
ries a major investment house 
was calling world markets 10 
per cent lower took their foil. 

The retreat dragged second 
liners down, ending a six-day 
winning run which took the 
FISE 2 SQ index to a peak. The 
tiddlers, however, ignored the 
bleak atmosphere with the 


FTSE SmallCap index pushing 
ahead. 

Some market men were 
critical of the way blue chips 
meekly followed Wall Street. 
“It's the usual mid-summer 
madness. Many top players are 
on holiday and those left in 
charge of the shops are nervous 
of their own shadows,” said one 
trader. 

London usually catches a 
cold when Wall Street sneezes. 
But, as he pointed out, the 
overnight 13 per cent Dow 
Jones Average fall was little 
more than a mild transatlantic 
sniffle. 

RMC was a Footsie casually. 
The building materials group 
crumbled 46 p to l, 068 p as 
Panmure Gordon suggested 
the shares should be much 
nearer l, 000 p. In two days 
they have fallen 57 p. Imperi- 
al Chemical Industries, despite 
the weaker pound, led the 
blue-chip fallens, off 49 p to 
l,Q 593 p. The market seemed 
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market report/ shares 


Wall Street drives London to mid-summer madness 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


ruffled by die latest move in its 
$ 4 bn euro debt programme, a 
$l_ 5 bn offering of floating rate 
notes. 

RcyalBankorScodamTsDol 
unexpected £ 630 m building 
society capture left the shares 
13 . 5 p off at 612 p. The bank is 
helping to pay for Birmingham 
Midshires by placing 33.36 
million shares with the Scottish 
'Widows insurance and pension 
group, raising £ 200 m. The is- 
sue lifts Widows’ stake to 4.69 
per cent. Son Life and Provin- 
cial fell 11 . 5 p to 379 p as the 
takeover prompted the build- 
ing society to end its agency 
link with the insurer. 

Norwich Union put on 13 Jp 
to 334 p, inspired by thoughts 


of its arrival in Footsie next 
month; . a smattering of 
takeover talk and an Irish 
stock market listing, which will 
offer lax advantages to the 
group’s array of shareholders 
in the Emerald Isle. 

Mercury Assets Manage- 
ment managed to struggle 
from its day’s low as a rumour 
of a bid from Allianz, the big 
German insurer, started to go 
the rounds as the market 
dosed. The price ended 26 p 
down at l, 367 . 5 p. 

Leading drug shares re- 
mained under the whip of the 
less than enthusiastic stance 
adopted by Morgan Stanley but 
British Biotech, for the second 
day running, shrugged off the 


caution, gaining 10 - 5 p to 
177 . 5 p. 

Storehouse’s rehabilitation 
continued with Goldman 
Sachs giving the shares an out- 
perform classification. The 
price ended 2 p higher at 221 p 
after touching 226 p. Last 
month the shares were 185 . 5 p- 

Cadbnry Schweppes, off 
6 ^>p to 6 1 Op, had to contend 
with another sell comment, this 
time from Soci£t£ Gfinfirale 
Strauss Turnbufl. De La Rue, 
the security printer, again felt 
the impact of the BZW cau- 
tion, falling 23 -Sp to 395 p. 

The ferment died at Allied 
Domecq. The pubs and spirits 
group was at one time 15-5 
higher in busy trading as the 
management offered positive 
trading comments and the mar- 
ket got wind of an investment 
conference called by Seagram. 

The Canadian drinks giant 
has for Jong been seen as be- 
ing interested in Allied, perhaps 
through a trading pact or even 


a bid. The Grand Metropolitan, 
Guinness and LVMH im- 
broglio has increased thepres- 
sure on the two groups- By the 
dose. Allied's gain had evap- 
orated to just lp at 475 Jp as 
dreams of transatlantic action 
all but disappeared. 

St James Beach Hotels 
gained 8 p to 198 p as after 
months of speculation the 

takeover bid duly materialised 

properly group Burfard shaded 
to 117 - 5 p after sellmgits 14.6 
per cent interest in Grantch- 
ester at 135 p a share; the retail 

warehoases developer was little 

changed at 143 . 5 p. 

Publisher Highbury House 
Communications explained its 
recent weakness bv wanting of 


shares fell a further Ip to 7 p. 

Electronic Retailing Sys- 
tems International jumped 
47 Jp to 390 p after linking 
with Symbol, a similar opera- 
tion, to provide electronic shelf 
label systems for retailers. 


Taking Stock 


□Copyright, tbe Mr Men char- 
acter merchandiser, jumped 
18 p to lOSip when ISL, a 
media and sports marketing 
group, emerged as a 22.5 per 
cent shareholder: The shares 
came from the Ttocadero 
leisure groups which sold at 80 p 
a time on Monday. Copyright 
and ISL intend to co-operate 
over their respective licensing 
businesses. ISL handles the 
marketing rights of some large 
sport bodies, including FIFA 
and UEFA. 

[^Landround a sales promo- 
tion business specialising in 
travel and holiday offers, made 
a firm dflrnt, reaching 94 Jp 
Gram an SOp placing. Old fash- 
ioned shareholder perks no 
doubt helped create the in- 
terest Any shareholder with 
L 000 shares can claim £ 1,000 
off a Canard cruise or un- 
limited P&O cross-Channel 
travel for five, including the 
shareholder. 
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Time to start practising for 
single currency membership 


B oth the CBI and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer have 
come out with an “Augus- 
tinian" policy on the euro:_“Oh 
God. let us join, but not yet-" The 
Chancellor has not ruled out the 
UK joining in the first wave on 1 
January 1999. but the mix of fiscal 
and monetary policy measures 
taken by himself and the Bank of 
England make it highly unlikely. 

My argument is that the new 
polio’ regime and the policy mix axe 
wrong, both from the point of 
view of optimal UK economic 
management, and from the point 
of view- of preparing ourselves for 
single currency membership. 

the independence of a finance 
ministry and a central bank from 
each other is like independent 
taxation of husband and wife in a 
household. If independence means 
that each side acts without being 
privy to the other's plans, the fi~ 
nancial results are less good than 
if the two collude to derive maxi- 
mum benefit from independent 
status. The Maastricht Treaty, but 
not the new British regime/ goes 
some way towards this by giving the 
presidents of the European Central 
Bank and the European Council of 
Ministers observer status at each 
other's meetings. 

The use of interest rates as the 
main instrument to cool an over- 
heated economy has shown not only 
the failings of the new regime but 
the disadvantages of not having 
monetary union here and now 7 . 
The rises in short-term UK ini crest 
rates have led to an upwards over- 
shooting of the pound, a fall in 
exports, and stagnation of manu- 
facturing output. 

Ta Eurosccptics, it has been 
proved that the UK needs a dif- 
ferent interest rate and exchange 
rale from the rest of Europe, rather 
than a single monetary policy and 
on end to exchange rate changes. 
My argument to the contrary is that 
as’ long as the UK stays ’ out of 
EMU. our independent national 
economic policy w0| ensure that we 
never converge sufficiently to join. 

Were we in a monetary union to- 
day. short-term euro interest rates 
might now be rising from present 
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Before EMU 
entry, the UK 
should try to 
achieve the 
Maastricht 
exchange rate 
stability criterion 


low German levels, but British 
rates would be lower, not higher, 
than now. The exchange rate 
against the German mark would no 
longer exist, but if we had entered 
the euro at DM2J0, British man- 
ufacturing exports would be com- 
petitive and profitable. 

Before EMU entry, the UK 
should try to achieve the Maastricht 
exchange rate stability criterion. The 
Treasury maintains that this need 
not involve rejoining the ERM. but 
it must then mean stability by some 
other definition. The pound has 
been highly unstable over the past 
year. The UK has to get it down to 
around DM250 to satisfy the CBI, 
and keep it close to that level to 
satisfy our EU partners. 

Talking the pound down, or sell- 
ing it down, or even announcing that 
the UK will join the euro, will have 
only a limited effect if monetary 
policy is facing in the opposite 
direction. The UK has to learn to 
live, not with disconcertingly large 
interest rate changes of the kind 
once implied by ERM membership, 
but with almost imperceptible 


touches on the filler. The European 
Central Bank will have to set 
Europe-wide interest rates suit- 
able for up to 15 countries in dif- 
ferent stages of Che economic cycle. 

The end of monetary policy 
activism means the revival of fiscal 
policy activism. The fashion among 
economists is to applaud the flex- 
ibility and effectiveness of mone- 
tary policy, and to denounce a more 
active fiscal policy as cumbersome 
in execution and uncertain in effect 
In fact both kinds of policy have 
drawbacks linked with uncertainty 
over the size of their effects and the 
timescale over which they operate. 
That is no reason for not honing the 
instruments and trying to use them 
more effectively. 

Fiscal policy is in fact the main 
area in which governments will re- 
tain economic independence under 
EMU, as long as they observe the 
3 per cent deficit limit and the 
Stability Pact. These are widely ac- 
cepted as desirable in their own 
right for sound national reasons. 

In present UK circumstances, an 
independent Bank of England try- 
ing to mimic a European monetary 
policy would have urged the Trea- 
sury to adopt a tighter fiscal stance 
in the June Budget The Treasury 
would have taken the view that the 
peak of a consumer boom was the 
right moment to move to the bal- 
ance or small surplus objective of 
the Stability Pact, so as to leave 
some leeway within the 5 per cent 
limit. National economic policy 
would thus have coincided with the 
needs of the EMU framework. 

In 1997-98, the general govern- 
ment financial deficit on die Maas- 
tricht definition is set at 1.4 per cent 
of GDP by the Budget. Budget 
balance on the UK definition would 
have meant a further fiscal tight- 
ening of £13bn over and above the 
£6bn from the Budget tax increases, 
mainly on privatised utilities and 
pension funds. A realistic strategy 
would have been at least to close 
the £5„5bn current government 
deficit, leaving only the £7-5bn net 
capital spending to be financed by 
a deficit of just under 1 per cent of 
GDP thus observing Gordon 
Brown's famous “golden rale”. 


It is no good taking monetary 
policy out of politics by making the 
Bank of England independent if 
fiscal policy is then to become a 
political plaything. Although New 
Labour's election pledges left plen- 
ty of loopholes by which personal 
taxation could have been increased 
without any changes in income tax 
rates, the ChanceEtor was under po- 
litical pressure not to spoil the post- 
electoral honeymoon. The result 
was a net increase in personal tax- 
ation of 0.1 per cent of GDP, or 
£S0Om. The unexpected increase in 
the building society share windfall 
to £37bn, thanks to the rise in the 
financial stock market, would have 
been enough to justify a different 
kind of windfall tax mom the one 
the Chancellor carried out. 

An extra £5.5bn in personal tax- 
ation by means of income tax al- 
lowances, higher upper earnings 
limits for National Insurance em- 
ployee contributions, withdrawal of 
mortgage interest relief and higher 
VAT would have made it unneces- 
sary for the Bank of England to 
raise interest rates further. It would 
also have tilted the balance of de- 
mand from consumption and im- 
ports to investment and exports - 
or is this now an outdated Old 
Labour policy propounded only by 
Ken Livingstone? It may be needed 
in Gordon Brown’s next Budget 

The decision about whether to 
enter the angle currencyis a choice 
between the exsting national policy 
regime and the new European 
policy regime. Which will give 
better outcomes in terms of stable 
non-inflationary economic growth? 
There is every sign that New 
Labour, like Old Tories, has con- 
demned itself to the familiar stop- 
go cyde, with the difference that the 


to the next election. If EMU makes 
Britain take better economic deci- 
sions than it would take left to its 
own devices, that should settle the 
matter. It need not be nearly as un- 
pleasant as the IMF medicine which 
Old Labour swallowed in 1976. 


Christopher Johnson was a specialist 
adviser to the Treasury Select Com- 
mittee from 19S1 to 1997. 


London’s Lord Mayor gets 
in gear for Cancer Researcn 


The indefatigable Sir Roger 
Cork, Lord Mayor of London, is 
cycling from John O'Groats to 
Land’s End to raise money for the 
Cancer Research Campaign. 
There's something about the 
obvious relish with which the 
Mayor, pictured here with Sheriff 
of Nottingham Tbuy Robinson, 
throws hims elf into these public 
activities winch belies his career as 
an insolvency practitioner. 

Happily, the only thing he will 
be wantin g up on Ins forthcoming 
escapade is ms speedometer. 
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all sorts of trouble with a wall- 
paper scraper. 


MOce Jackson, chief executive of 
Bi rmingham Midshires Building 
Society, dislikes being called 
“Michael” by people for the 
understandable reason he doesn’t 
fancy being associated with the 
heavily remodelled yodeHer. 

Executives at Royal Bank of 
Scotland, which is swallowing the 
society, might like to know that 
Mike is also dead set against of- 
fices. The headquarters of the so- 
ciety are so open-plan they would 
scare agoraphobics witless, while 
the chief executive swishes 
around the place with a mobile 
phone in one hand and a Psion 
personal organiser in the other. 
“He can’t stand the sight of 
paper,” says one underling. 
Earlier this year the society 
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meat, a prestigious apgntfweal 
in the drugs industry. Dr 
IT Prichard (pronounced >o u 
Prichattn joins on 1 September. 

Thedoctor is a 49-year-old 
Scot. He succeeds Dr George 
Poste, who was recently named 
SmithKline’s chief science and 

technology officer, 

known for almost masochistic 
levels of hard work - reading 
through up to —000 pages of re- 
search a day, according to indus- 
try legend He's currently giving 
£s grey matter a rest, with a two- 
h’ofidav in Arizona. 


On his bite: Sir Roger Cork 

with the Sheriff of Nottingham 


share his cave in return for a 
haunch of venison each week?” 


appointed a firm of head-hunters 
to look 


__ look for a managing director, a 
new figure to run the society day- 
to-day while allowing Mr Jackson 
to concentrate on strategic issues. 

The headhunters haven’t come 
up with anyone yet, which is per- 
haps just as well Whai a cost- 
cutter like George Matiwwson. 
chief executive of RBS, would 
make of this extra layer of man- 
agement is anyone's guess. It 
would probably have been the 
shortest appointment in history. 


It’s nice to see that John Major 
isn’t going short of work- Accord- 
ing to the latest issue of Business 
Week, Mr Major wffl be speaking 
at the Tenth Annual Business 
Week Symposium of Chief Execu- 
tive Officers in Washington DC in 
October 

The mag says that CEO 2000 is 
a "premier gathering of Ameri- 
ca’s business leaders [which] will 
feature the CEOs of the nation’s 
largest corporations as well as 
some of today's leading commen- 
tators and historians". 

So which is our John - 
commentator or historian? 


There are scurrilous rumours cir- 
culating in the telecoms world _ 
that a group of BT bigwigs flew m 
to Washington recently to probe 
MCTs various profit warnings, 
only to be blocked by immigra- 
tion officials. The immigration 
guys decided that the BT party 
needed “lengthy stay" visas rather 
than the temporary documenta- 
tion they bad arrived with. Does 
US Immigration know something 
about MCI we don’t? 


The folk at British , 

Authority take a refreshingly basic 
approach to the business, accord- 
ing to a book published this 
month called Property Manage- 
ment by B AAs group director of 
property, Gordon Edington. In 
the first chapter, “Property Tradi- 
tions”, Mr Edington speculates on 
the origins of the business; “Who 
is to say that Neolithic man did 
not allow a member of his tribe to 


The Royal Society for the Preven- 
tion of Accidents (RoSPA) has a 
new chief executive; Dr John 
Hooper, and new dhector of busi- 
ness development, Julie CatheraD. 
The duo plans to increase RoSPAs 
lobbying for changes in law, 

S and practices, as well as 
more on safety in educa- 
in the home. 

Perhaps this is connected with 
Dr Hooper listing his favourite 
hobby as DIY. You can get into 


Alan C Greenberg became chair- 
man of Bear Stems, the 
Street investment bank, in 1978, 
and since then he has helped 
transform it into a global player. 
Now he’s written a book. Memos 
from the Chairman, which is just 
that: a collection of his more pun- 
gent memos to staff and fellow di- 
rectors spanning the past 20 years. 

“Ace” Greenberg frequently 
quotes his guru, a “famous 
philosopher" called Haimchinkel 
Malintz AnaynikaJ. One such 
quote: “Thou will do well in com- 
merce as long as thou does not be- 
lieve thine own odour is perfume." 

Sound advice. Mr Greenberg 
also mentions another guru in the 
book, intriguingfy named “Nook- 
ie". A racy place. Wall Street. 


John WiUcock 


Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterflng i Dollar 

Spot 1 month 3 months 


Country 


US 

Canada 
uennany 
"'atics 
■»/ 
jar an 
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'reiand 
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Span 

Sweden 

Swfaerfand 
Australia* 
Hong tang 
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Hew Zealand - 
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15SQ3 20-3 
2098 75-6S 
23W4 37-90 
37569340-220 
282C 2 02-14 
13253 104- TOO 
14543 35-31 
59.749 21-15 

11CS34Q-290 
32594 106-98 

tO 321 e-a 

12099250-290 
2«64 37-26 
12571 310-2*0 
23532 1W-1Q5 
21255 33-34 
12237 13-2 

43313 24-51 
2.4625 23-3€ 
59269 37-3J 
23775 49-W 


29-56 
209-297 
239-273 
920-825 
76-07 
337-232 
703-701 
SS-51 
1CW-9CD 
379-304 
22-7E 
990-2HC 
«6 -37 
920-500 
34Z-32S 
125-176 
10346 
102-143 
63 77 
<29- IK? 
IK-141 


Sped 1 month 3 month* 


UiCO 

1332 1 

1S316 

£1743 

17910 

TS51 

TOT'S 

37KJ 

£3773 

20626 

14473 

75992 

S<£1 

73802 

15C31 

13451 

7J438 

27725 

15562 

375C6 

15045 


3231 

39- 38 
118-113 

174-173 

52-St 

14-6 

76-74 

19-16 

43-42 

8-7 

147-142 

5-4 

93-83 

54-53 

7-5 

5-6 

40- 50 
7-9 
58 

0-16 


8968 

117-116 

359-348 

465-490 

152-151 

46-47 

223-224 

365-355 

T2B-1Z7 

18-16 

439-40 

23-21 

285-279 

01-159 

25-23 

13-13 

125-145 

31-33 

6-0 

58-53 


D-Mark 

Spot 


05460 

Q7SOO 

10000 

3370 

977834 

630623 

05093 

205432 

38060 

U261 

03773 

43489 

645217 

43569 

QB234 

07344 

42279 

1907 

08508 

20477 

08214 


Other Spot Rates 

Country 


Argentna 
Austro 
Brad 
Cfma 
Pi 


Ghana 

Greece 

India 

Kuwait 


Sterling 

Dollar 

Country 

Sterflng 

Doter 

15802 

09998 

Ngwa 


622000 

200663 

TZBffii 

Oman 


03851 

17164 

10860 

Pakistan 


404795 

13 .1017 

82836 

PtiSppsies 

455184 


53688 

33930 

Pcmigal 



B6793 

549B 

Qatar 



346920 

2SSOO 

Russia 



459469 

209180 

South Africa 

73643 

46595 

564221 

357045 

Taiwan 


297270 

04625 

03053 

UAE 

58052 



Forward rates quoted high to low are at a rfecounc subtree! from spot rata 
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Financial Times I n for ma tion as the most 
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USPGA CHAMPIONSHIP: Mickelson and Montgomerie seem to pose biggest threat to hopes of young Master 

Woods goes in search of a first double 



ANDY FARRELL 
reports from New Vbrk 

A year ago. Tiger Woods was 
preparing for a what would be 
-a record third straight US Am- 
ateur victoiy. “It seems like 
about 10 years ago,” Woods 
said. “My life has changed a lot” 
For everything the 21 -year-old 
Masters champion has done 
and gone through in the last 1 n 
dh) months, Winged Foot wilj prove 
W a new experience. 

This is Woods* first appear- 
ance in the USPGA Champi- 
onship, and he is making his 
debut in style by teeing up to- 
day in the “champions’ three- 
ball” with the US Open winner, 
Ernie Els, and the Open cham- 
pion, Justin Leonard. The sce- 
nario at least had Lbe young 
superstar chuckling to himsell 
Victory on Sunday would 
mean Woods becoming the first 
plajrer, in his first year as a pro- 
fessional, to win two majors. Af- 
ter not contending at the US 
Open or the Open at Royal 
Troon, it would be a feat Woods 

* might appreciate more than 
when he helped fuel wild spec- 
ulation about his winning the 
Grand Slam after Augusta. 

“Realistically, it’s almost next 
to impossible to win all four,” 
Woods admitted. “Playing at the 
US Open was an Incredible 
test of patience and it put more 
emphasis on ball-striking than 
Augusta did. At the British 
Open you have to understand 
you are going to get some bad 


Ounces. Majors test every facet 
°i! y ?i* r . as well they 
should, but more importantly, 
re going to test your mind. 

. Augusta was one of those life- 
ume experiences when you play 
that weU and it happened to be 
w a major. I was lucky to have 
everything gel together for 63 
holes, which you don't find very 
often. At the US Open. I didn't 
drive the ball particularly well 
and it's awfully tough to play the 
US Open when you're not dri- 
ving the ball well. At the British 
Open, I actually played pretty 
good. I just had three bad holes. 
Take those away arid pul pars on 
the card, I finished second.” 

Woods has been helped in his 
preparations by the fact that his 
coach. Butch Hannon, grew 
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up on the course where his fa- 
ther. Claude, was the dub pro- 
fessional. The PGA of America 
always like to group the previ- 
ous major winners of the year, 
and this is the first time one of 
them has not been over 30. 

The talk is all of a changing 
of the guard, with the man 


highly tipped to complete the 
twentysomething quartet be- 
ing Phfl Mickelson. A winner 
two weeks ago, Mickelson, 27. 
certainly has the stellar short 
game required, but whenever 
there is a premium on putting 
the ball on the fairway, as the 
uniform four and a half inch 
rough dictates, Colin Mont- 
gomerie likes his chances. 

But how does Monty, 34, fit 
into the Generation Next? 
“Hopefully, I'm not the old 
guard," he said. “I'm not 40 with 
Faldo and Norman and all that 
crew, and l’ro certainly not in 
the 20s.” 

Montgomerie, who has cor- 
rected a weight transference 
problem in his swing that af- 
fected him at the Open, likes the 
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fact that people think he looks 
younger after shedding 17 
pounds in the last month. His 
career, however, has eerie par- 
allels with that of Greg Norman. 

“In a minor way,” said Mont- 
gomerie, who ear&r this yearwas 
a runner-up for the second time 
in the US Open, as he was in the 
1995 USPGA. “I know how he 
feels about people doing stuff on 
him and he has taken it^ very, ray 
well. You just have to come back 
and come back and try ag ai n . 

“Every time I finish second it 
is tougher than the previous 
one, but each dose can makes me 
more determined than I was be- 
fore. I’ve done enough other 
things, but I haven’t won a ma- 
jor and that’s a become a bit of 
a goal It is a matter of being for- 
tunate and being there enough. 

I know if I play well on this type 
of course that Tfl am capable of 
being in contention. It's a mat- 
ter of going out and proving it 
again, which is the hardest thing.” 

With 84 of tbe top 100 in the 
world, this is the strongest field 
in a major in the Nineties, while 
the venue is far more formida- 
ble than some for the USPGA. 
Winged Foot has staged four US 
Opens, with Hale Irwin winning 
that title here in 1974 with asev- 
en -over-par 287. 

Montgomerie was buoyed 
by the news that the club’s gen- 
eral manager. Colin Burns, 
thought the Scot would win at 
seven under. “Then I'd win by 
seven,” Monty said. “I'd take 
any thing under par now and By 
back for the presentation." 
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Tiger Woods tests the rough at Winged Foot yesterday in 
practice for the USPGA Championship Photograph: AFP 


Singspiel receives International call-up 
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Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

) 

The theory that the King 
George VI & Queen Elizabeth 
Stakes may have been the ter- 
minus for several careers will get 
its first testing in the Interna- 
tional Stakes at York next week. 
Singspiel. who finished fourth in 
the Ascot race run at a mur- 
derous pace over Berkshire 
sludge, booked his passage to 
the Knavesmire with a satis- 
factory piece of morning work 
at Newmarket yesterday. \ 
Stngspiel's King George de- 
feat at the hands of Swain rep- 
resented only the third time in 
19 starts he had been out of the 
first thiee. The five-year-old, the 
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9 ran. ‘h. 7. (M W Easteftoy). Tot*: £4.50; 
£X50, £2.00, £X10. DF: £13.10. CSF: 
£2084, Incase £36*9. TW« £420. NR: Tp- 
perary Sunset 

3- 30: X DUE SOUTH IS VMMMinh) 5 -1: 
2. Hadtth 4-1; 3. Fok Deal 13-Sfetf. 12 ran. 
■A, 1. (E Dunks). Tot* £550: £2J0 £2.10. 
n i n DR £1X50. CSF: £26-22. Trw £730. 
NH: Soddais Roe. Saddlers' Roe 114-1) wflfv 
drawn not under oideiE RJp 4 apples to boart 
pnees only, deduct 5p in lhe pound. 

420: X PERFECT PEACH ff E Duran) 3-1 
Jt tav; 2. Artra Da 11-2; 3. hwbelong 8-X 7 
ran. 3-1 Jt tw Mislead. 'A. nk. U Bony). TMk 
£2.90: £230. £3-70. DF: £15.10. CSF: £1600. 

4- 30: X QOREI5KI (D Hanson) 6-1; 2. 
DooSneBe 14-1; X Draco opB Ud 6-1. 14 
ran. 3-1 tw Double Oscar. 3. X (N DnkleO. 
Tote: £9.10; £2.60, £3.70. £2^5 DF; 
£8120. CSF: £11753. Ttast £68220. Tnot 
£260.50. NRe Buointo, My Abbey. 

MXfcXWmcOMEMN UOfteBy) lO-X 
X Urgant Reply 3-X 3. Caupeqio 4-U Iw. 
3 ran. 4, 1V^ U 0-Re«y!. Tot* £0.00. Dft 
£65a CSF: £2636. Nte: Dsncnedueen. Ma- 
ta'S Star. TsBUah Befle. The Roundsffia. 
Ptacepot £7730. Ouadpot ffi.20. 

Place 6: £15530. Pteco 5: £32.40. 

SAUSBURY 

l*6c L SOOAL CHARTER U ReW) 4-7 
tar. 2. Majaari 9-1; a Ekbcrarae-SMib frX 
llran.3.rk (PChepple-HyarrO. Tote: £150; 
£1.10. £2.00. £2*0. DF: £5X0. CSF: 
£559. Tria £10.10. 

2X5: X HARMONIC WAY (T Sprafert 6-4 
tar. 2. IncMbie 12-1; 3. Asyaad 10030. 9 
ran. sht-hd, Vh. (R Owlton). Tot* £3X0; 
£130, XX70, £1.50. DF: £1230. CSF: 
£17.74. Tncc £3120. NR: Royal Ground. 

2.45: X TOUR MOST WELCOME (G 
carter) 5-1: 2. Rehaeb 14-x 3. Stetelack 
12- L IS ran. 7-2 lav AJpVte Panther. W.X 
(D (bench Davie). Totes £5X0; £130, £430. 
£2.0). DF: £2630. CSF: £6930. Trtcast . 
£75232. Trio: £4130. NR: Vbfla Premiere 
7t-i.gr x DUST DANCER (B Doyle) 10-t 
3_ Draoonada 5-2 fav; X Tbe FAranoy Triaa 

11- 1. io ran. 5, 1V<. (J Durtop). Tote: 
a430: £4.00. £150. £230. DF: £2430. 
CSF: £33.68. Trio: £94.70. 

^3*5: X WILDCAT 0 Reid) 3-1 Jt fav; 2. 
Rant! Dancer 3-1 Jt ter; 3. Salgo 8 -X M 
ml V- (R Hamonj. Trite: £320; £1.70, 
3307 £230. DF: £3.50. CSF: 13.6a Trta 

^TISotbjhbuibf-w 

JSrTrtte £2X50; £4X0. EXSOjh^ 
rp£5430. CSF: £39.78. 7na £3630. MTs 
Anita At Dawn, Dou Me Brandy 

4*5: X KEEPSAKE W Saee011-«S X 
SSwrtan Mysdc 13-2; a PeutenBtae 10-1. 
U. ran. 6-4 lav Betho In LJrftt (6thJ. hd. X 
Wt^rtToto^ 0-70. £13a£2.70. 
DF: £5630. CSF: £38.97. Trtcase £324.74. 

(pool of £6305.62 canted 

forward to Sandotm totW- 
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winner of the Japan Cup and 
Dubai World Cup, is a spit 
away from £3 -5m in prizemouey 
and will further stretch his lead 
as Europe's richest earner if the 
judgement of Michael Stoutc 
proves correct. Stoute said yes- 
terday: “After working this 
morning, Singspiel is an in- 
tended runner." 

There will, however, be no at- 
tempt at redemption from an- 
other Freemason Lodge 
inmate, as Entrepreneurs 
movements on tbe same gallops 
yesterday were not fluent 
enough to convince Stoute that 
the 2,000 Guineas winner had 
returned to his peak. The Clas- 
sic winner ran a most awkward 
race in the Derby, struggling 
from the outset but still man- 




tti 

-r-i-Si -a. . 


aging to fill fourth spot. He mil 
not be rushed in the aftermath 
of those exertions. Stoute 
added: “Although Entrepre- 
neur worked pleasingly, we feel 
be would benefit from a little 
more time.” 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Dirab 
(Beverley 3J3S) 

NB: Bound lb Please 
(Sandown 215} 

As Singspiel will instead be 
challenged by Bosra Sham, 
Benny The Dip and Desert 
King next Tuesday, there wifi be 
blandishments to the effect that 
this is the second race of the 
decade inside a month. York 

Vi.-. 1 .' V.Ff 

' :.:r-.-v . ' ..VA.h^sS^U- 


may not possess the overall 
strength of Ascot's field, but it 
will display a wider range of at- 
traction with a top class filly plus 
two of the best horses from the 
Classic generation. 

Desert King, the Irish 2,000 
Guineas and Derby winner will 
like all Aidan O'Brien’s horses 
at the Ebor meeting, be ridden 
by Michael Kinane. It was re- 
vealed this week that the Bal- 
lydoyle horses competing 
outside Ireland will not be rid- 
den by their regular domestic 
partner and, as Christy Roche 
is 47, it is unlikely he wfll be rid- 
ing for O'Brien within his home 
shores for much longer either. 

Other riding arrangements 
have yet to be finalised. Frankie 
Dettori is expected to ride 


Singspiel as the Go dolphin en- 
try of Alhaarth and Allied 
Forces have alternative en- 
gagements, but his name is also 
m the hat for the appointment 
with Benny The Dip. Other can- 
didates for John Gosdens horse 
include Olivier Peslier, tbe 
French champion who won the 
Dante Stakes on the coll and 
Willie Ryan, his Derby-win- 
ning partner. It is thought that 
Landon Knight, Benny The 
Dip's owner, wants Peslier, 
Gosden wants Dettori and 
Ryan wants Ryan. 

Bosra Sham will be piloted by 
Pat Eddery now that Kieren Fal- 
lon has been too naughty on the 
racecourse for the liking of the 
filly’s owner, Wific Said. She 
worked well on Saturday and 


galloped beautifully on Tuesday 
on Newmarket's Racecourse 
Side, foelling the belief she can 
be Henry Cecil’s first winner of 
the race since Wollow in 1976. 

Warren Place also fields Bold 
Fact in the Gimcrack at the 
meeting, which means you 
should make sure there are a 
few people between you and tbe 
stands running rail next 
Wednesday. If Bold Fact 
swerves away his chance there 
should still be a Cecil juvenile 
winner in the shape of Chester 
House. The Goodwood winner 
scored on his debut rather 
scrappDy but continues to work 
weD and will be a short price for 
Tuesday’s A comb Stakes. 

tadbrakaft Inte rna tional Stakes betting: 

Even* Bosra Sham, 2-1 Smapel. 5-1 Berv- 
iy7he Dtp. 71 Desert King; 2&1B50U DVde. 


Big handicaps 
lure punters 

William Hill reported a busy 
betting day yesterday on Sat- 
urday’s Great St Wilfrid Hand- 
icap at Ripen with most of the 
market leaden for the six fur- 
longs race attracting support. 

Puce (7-1 from 8-1) and Bim- 
sey (14-1 from 16-1) were the 
best backed horses for next 
Wednesday’s Ebor Handicap 
over mile five furlongs and 194 
yards at^ York with William HID. 

Grant St WIHrfd Handicap (WhmHBI 
batting): 6-1 My Best Vatemaie. 9-1 Dou- 
ble Splendour. 10-1 Faraway Las s . 11-1 
Gadp. So Mbepid, 12-1 Double Oscar. Tedea 
14-1 Baboy Babe, Bowden Rose, Double Ac- 
tion, For The Present, Jayempee. Mr Tafjx 
(ViystonView.l6-lE»Ttei»f«Martet.Gold- 
an nxnd, Mudc Qoid, Her, vmiva Capnalst, 

20-1 bar. 

Ebor Handtea|i (Wm MB bettbqp: 6-1 Me- 
dia star. 7-1 Puce, 12-1 Purist Motrawk Riv- 
er, 14-1 Btmsey. Heritage. Three Cheers, 16-1 
Gord. Shaft of U04, WKe Conquer. 20-1 bar. 

Evening results, page 23 


HYPERION 

2JJ5 MEANS BUSMESS (nap) 3^0 Sateee Lad 
245 Hadayik 4.20 EgoG 

3>20 Tetemaraa (nb) 4J50 Contentment 

GOING: Straight course - Good: round - Good (Good to Firm In places]- Penetrometer 
reading 3.R. 

STAfJLS: Straight course - tar sUe: Tin 6f- irasdr; remainder- inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High Tor &f: km for 7f & 1 m. 

■ Right-hand course; separate sliiT Of track. 

■ Course « on A3f)7, 4m 3 of Kingston. Esher staUon i service from London, Waterloo) 
adjoins course. ADMISSION: Chib £16; Junior Chib ( IT-21 yeara) SIS; Grandstand & 
ruddock £10; Part 54. CAR PAR K: £2 in Members (More Line), nsnamdo: bee. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: R Hannon - 37 winners from 306 run- 
ners gives a success ratio of 12.1% and a hiss at a 51 level stake of 556.41; J H M Goe- 
dem-24 winners. IlfiruraioB. 2034ft, £330; M Stoute -St winner, 144 nmnm, 163%, 
-5:1834; B Cedi 1C winners, 87 ntmteot. IS. 4^, -5X1.10; RWAntMrongS wfamss, 
64 runners, UJUfo, +£0.83: B Meehan 8 winners, 95 runners, 8*5%, -£51 34; M Chu- 
non 7 wtrnicm, 88 nmnem, 84. ^+, -S:JC.G7. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pat Eddery - CO winners. 27.1 rides, 22%, -£14.74; L Det- 
tori - 48 winners, £jn rides, 20.9%, £038; T Quinn -27 wumers, 301 rides, 13.4%, - 
54831; M Roberta - 2fi winners, 17ft rides, 14*%. £.13.78; J Reid - 38 wmnera, 330 
rides . 113 %. £96.69- 

HniNitmw ii FIRST TIME: None. 

WINNERS IN LAST 7 DATS; AD In leather (4.50) won at Wolverhampton on Friday. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Shifting 1 2*fi ) sent 24D miles by CTTtorraan Eran Mid- 
(fleham, N. TorfaR Raids (UJiO) sent 284 mfles ty MraL Stubbs Own Ruoan Scssay, N. 
forta; Gulf (3 JQ) Hem ^17 mflex by E Alston Own Longten, lanes. 

lO 1 cl TMEFORM BLACK BOOK NURSBTY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
l^“ LO l EAJJ25 added 2Y0 5f 6yds Penafty Value £2,700 

1 31 MOBIE IBHOS (17) (RJ (S U Da ZoeH RDailBn9 7 T Spate 2 

2 330 OVERIURE(27)K18DAlazrai0RH»)an9 5 PatEridnyS 

3 502 B0U8) TO PLEASE (24) (Ms Amanda Staton P Maoi 9 S S Santera 8 

A 014 5UPBBIE AKfi& M W fleas Itaaj FSamee} 14 lfcgB*idf£ 8 13 H Henry (^3 

5 04715 MEANS BUStitSS (3) [Ef> (IhjnoeTharajgteds W B Medun B6 SamecrNefltB 

a Q46360 SKBIT PWX CT (Wss D E Haij M lMig 7 10 1 Fate (7)1 

MHrum aeVit 7a UM l True ftamfcap walgr*: SRenr ftttf Tstlfi. 

BEDIM: 2 Mote leans, 9-4 Oveftnra, 11* Booud To Ftem, 7-1 Hrara Bwkwsa. 12-1 Supnaa 
Antrii, 20-1 Stent Pilte 
- 1996: ttoamesponifcg race 

FORM GUIDE 

OVEimiRE returns to the scene of tUs daCut am hi June. Ha won by -orty a head from Clef 
Of S%er (second » Jay Gee in a Newmarket nasay last lime), but ms certainly looks ho 
nan trio after rarm sriovdr* early pace wnen se«rnb w hot-jm Anara at Nwtwry (6Q last 
wi». Monte Lmnos has done notiimg wrong - Justtjmg tavounram n a Mg Sate a Wind- 
sor afw a please* debut tiiW » tetemabad end Gypsy W1 at Bath. WWi Islamabad trot- 
ttte up at Chester neat time,, the form looks sound so Moras Lemos must ff> wea ofpm. 
Soraid To Pteasa did a kit better when faced «wrh test gtiund at Windsor on his third start 
when short-headed by Golden Strata© in a 20-nuref field. There was money fcr htfn on 


9 IEGGHU 0*5 H Fode) J Dtricp 8 11 T Spate 4 

10 4 PRDE OF wr IBUff (24) (Nigef Hano) I BaklngS 13 LDathulU 

11 0 SAEWJEE (31) (A&i MWer) Mityes 811 Uartta 0nyw(3)2 

12 SANMR (K AhUa) Bites 8 13 M«sU 

13 35 SHHIK (32J (G^Rsed and MG A£a Dante) C Thorton 8 11 Dean MeKeoun 1 

14 SPIRIT OF US H1£(HI)(M MIDP Cole 8 51 PatEdtay9 

15 SWST DREAMS 0A& Ktetsng J DintopS 11 W Ryan 6 

-lSdeeUnd- 

BETTW8: £-1 Hsdnyiv. 4-1 Pride Of My Heart, B-2 Spirit Of 1)a Wo. 6-1 Mtonont. Foraa. 10-1 
Stetar, Ctwfly, 14-1 Good Catch, 16-1 Bkramin Laly, LngOna, 20-lSwret Dreams, Shffttag, 25-1 

fl BK H 

199& Happy Go Lucky 2 8 11 S Safes 7-1 (R O'Siteon) Omn (41 6 an 
FORM GUDE 

This s a strong looking maiden, but RaU Cote had an ImpressW newcomer twiner I n tag 
Club at tteydock last weeh end the boohing ctf Rat Eddery tor his Generous dehtaame SHR- 
rr OF THE NILE rates the eye. TWs sewn furtang* b cenaWy wanted on pedt0oe wkh the 
dam bang related to French rrvdCfle-dstancB performers. Pride Of My Henri, ttxaly friend- 
less on Per debut at Wndsar, Is a big threat lor tft® wanted seventh fuiong. She firaahed 
to soma efCect In fourth - the first ore. Jay Gee and Zetanda haw *on ttnes-end Frantoe 
Dettrai takes owr from the apprentice. Forum nas been In the stron&r races, but sfw was 
found wanting here test time aetinst Woodand Melody and Eloquent alter her Cherry ttrv 
ton 8Mh to Asfuialr. Hedr^lc, from the sttete of Queen Mary wnner Nadwah. has the bast 
draw on the Inside and looks sure to tp dose attar her debut forth to MKMgfn Line In the 
New Ham at Goodwood. A longer trip than this may wefl suit Scenic's dau^ner CterHy af- 
ter her fine debut third to Opera Haig at Doncaster (7ft. and Good Caleb and Chns Thom- 
ton's rader SbMng need thair ti&G towered. Mchael Stoue's ACffmnt is an Aizao haT-sster 
to the stayer Bonny Scot, and Barry Hilts’ Sander b from a trimly that (fid well around tils 
type of distance. Selection: 5P8UT OF THE NILE 

IQ On I 'SO YEARS OF BMEFORM 1 HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6j000 
added 7f 10yds Penalty Value £4358 

1 220043 RMOS(34(CS9(PG9ionn»MsLSUb8 715D PatEdteq >12 

2 052643 SHFS BE7URN (IB) tA L R Mtrail A June 5 9 ID — — JH«sl0 

3 263841 Bt£SSmSH8TClQ(SrWkM£tuitEdoR0CHbl4 91O GMUH 

4 1-5000 JUMKW(SflPariEte8atedngP*nnec)Bln9am3 910 ___A HMtaw 15 

5 421-0 WSAH ttlJOady ibid Water) CBraols4 99 J: Ratter 5 


6 3-6505 1ELEKAMA (IQ (J D Asherbanti W Hag^s 3 9 7 Finch 14 

7 4012 SWWERMEP2)(RMCSw)CC)aer39S LDattodl 

8 123330 BOUWfBB) [D| (C £ Bntram) C atnwi T 9 2 MMiorte2 

9 -04130 TWW0fflC33)ra(MPBo«lR) M Tor^Mra 3 8 13 08)011 

10 -00000 SERBUPIIT (IB) (IS) (Rmrawteipi BRMfenan4S12 TSpoteia 

11 4-403 BETOJD HICUIXIION (USA) PD) tVscusI P Hap* 3 8 12 ClrateerRA 

12 moo HAKSAB {USfi)(aO (D) Ms Louse Mufhyi P Muphy 4 8 12 IFEgre3 

13 246040 BDLFSHAADICUJ(D1 (Tha BUy ftettby Rartnashlp) E Aran 5 8 12 KJU»7 

14 £4600 JU4TQK20) (QCBiauerylGBraHy38 4 DRMcCatoU 

15 £0000 UADtiJBBE (12) (R M SehsU) M Channon 3 8 3 PpKaptqr(3)6 

16 003301 QM0(U)61)(VRVPaitaarite>J Paia»3B2 S Drawn 9 

-lSdedsed- 

BETTMt 5-1 Space Rbcs, &1 Rakk, 13-2 Bietsed Sphti. 7-1 Sort Rotiuiv 8-1 Tetesaala, 15-1 
Beyond Ctetedra, Tupatori. 12-1 entfShaad, Btfea, 14-1 Jiafta^ Gflto, 20-1 Uraste, Msac, Ju- 
olray, Scranfiirity, 25-1 MMaderln 
1996: Koethery 5 8 11 J F Egan 9-2 (L Coarafijdawn (9) 9 iai 
FORM GUIDE 

The interesting feature d this race is the handntpper's decision to treat Blessed Spirit's 
win mr Capa Cross ai a ladtes' race at Ascot bb a total fluke. The premmty of YabJra El S*- 
tan ai U*ti does mate the tarn look suspect, thougi she certainly can be opposed because 
of the tnp - aU her best form betpgat a mrte. Space Race, whose first two starts were 
against Poteen raid Among Men, won his maiden at Bath over a mrte. Just raugtt by Far- 
most on that course lira 2ft lest trine. Space Race couM do weU at this tnp but has the 
outside draw to defy. Jupiter has tha plum &em and Is from a sable back amongst the win- 
ners after a lean sped. Giles Bravery ran him In the July States after lus detxd wm on sand 
and thra coirid now be his optimum mp jua&d on hte unlucky run behind The Gay Frix at 
Waiwck three outinp ago. Rate* wins here and went dose off the 8b h£*er metk to re- 
pea* test year's win hi June - Mara River just holding his chaSarge. BEYOND CALCULA- 
TDN. vrfra started wth a tounh to Revoque at Ascot, loons ready to tana art the beating alter 
tvs return to action (first run fbr three months) when third to Caribbean Star ailhriMi three 
weeks a®n He has a low draw, but stffl appeals In the hands of the m-fomi apprentice Carl 
Ixwther. it too« aa thougi Sub's Reran and T sl e man te, ttrird and fifth to No Extras at 
GooAMOd. and &df Shoacfi, ate held by the handcappar, preference being fbr Tapster), 
a good thbd to Rainbow Rate at Cactede (Ira) after her maiden win over tiris trip. Smooth 
Chepstow wtensr Gko may find this a bit iso hot Sel ectio n: BEVDM3 CALCULATION 


Supreme Aral won a seemteg&r poor race at Nawtany ana naan raced mce am 
SDant Pride faces a stern task beteg 9b out of the haraficap proper- Selection: OVERTURE 

TWBDRM PQ^SPGCTIVE MADDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4>900 
added Tfp Allies 7f lfiyds Penalty vaue £3,583 

1 AucraeW (Lad WersBcM M saua 3 11 IRaU12 

2 RUIBMMHLKBf (ThsBkwNteBlPHBTtsBll GDoBafclU 

3 3 CUimYtl£)fl.fla>AJai*811 SftwuwB 

4 0 HUR SOMA (20) ®earwe Dxl^RacnEParaws I1997t| K MiAWfe 811 JF 7 

5 . 263 RJRU«(21J(BF)WWHalSB*l)Caill»iBll Mftotwrtslti 

6 3 GOOD CBOI (27) fl^BaotaO PR Webber SU KfMhn3 

7 4 HADAm (14) (Hamdan AI MSaixra) P 8 11 RAIS 

8 0 BAHO (62) (Brian SittyUaiBGubDyBll— AOaritB 


ro“cfj| TBEFORM PHONE SERVICE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 

added 3Y0 lm 6f Penalty Vaiuo £3^99 

1 336314 ®SAL (JSchart Green (fine Pantn&t) M Ppe9 7 RHa0tas3 

2 D-223 SEAIT1£ART(USAJ[33) WAbdUlH)HCecl94 KFUbnl 

3 51460 BRAID ICW DANCE (12) U S GuMti D MUhnx93 M Bobrvto B 

4 0-2140 MGOKWS [21J (Tft (Lnal Sioyifteg) J [Xriop 9 1 L Dettori 9 

5 000331 FRMCE5S!Qn(Z(13)(SnplWiCnMiiC C)ar 811 MHlU 

6 003333 P«DAUX(U|(GStEmbe«Mltiyna88 Karlb Dwyer (3) 7 

7 05-02 CUT HAU. a?) (UwJ terSEdO M SmuK 8 7 ] Sett 5 

8 00013 AINAB (USA) {13) (BF) iHandan N MshtiMni P teteyn 8 3 RHs2 

9 0404 SMSEEUDf3S)IU5lMps)jFrirahaHe83 SSmterc4 

10 MOO WOteBBW (36HBciM5an WDoteey fticng L»J) R Wetiist 7 13 RFlitocbf^B 

-Udactarad- 

BEnite U* Clly Hal, 7-2 Tacga Nog, » Srettie Art, 6-1 Srisre lad, 7-1 Ateab, 8-1 bsal, 10-1 
PriocBss Topaz. 12-1 Bread Hew Ounce, 18-1 MuMmy. 20-1 Mat* 
l9Btt Rosebery Areoue 3 8 ID W J OCtmi 2-1 tav (ia^ HettieSI tkaw (3 6 ran 
FORM DUDE 

Cttjr Had, «mo ran as a juvenile for Peter Chapple-H)an, showed stamina was its strong 
suae when a fine second to OhiUen's Chokra at Yarmoinh i2ra) 17 days ago with previous 
and subsequent wrner Ren Fnend In tfwti. Another who ran better fix me step up in trip 
was WONDERBOY rii sevente te Diagp at Ungfieid test time. AligtnJyMracedsonotAraal, he 
couM land this a decent odds with Royston Flrench tattng off 3U>. Seattle Ait has flopped 
twice sffice Ws fine Gacond to Bad# Of Fame a Newmarivet and Inal looks bestabte with 
Iris unlgm even after a tine latest attempt behind May one at Goodwod. Tango Ktag, a 
credriaUe ei^tih to Ugh Intngue here last time, tfid mahe heavy vreather of wmrang at Not- 
tingham in May. Atnab was exposed behind Top at Think, so Sateen Lad may pose the 
main threat to Wondertwy and City Ha». SteacthMc W0NDER80Y 

(A 901 COMPinERTTMEHJHM MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4,900 , 

added times & mares 7f 16yds Penalty Value £3£39 

1 3 F£R NO FEAR pi) [The Snepfwtte Qook PatneWipl W Ilka 4 93 1 Rate 4 

2 004- AIMfiQlA PS5) (D SCfterg M Haynes 3 8 11 Statti Dwjcr (3) 2 

3 BBOU (U5^ (A E Oppertiemen G Wegg3 8 11 II Hte .1 

4 -56036 MPBBAL SCHOLAR p8) (& Us tacftacl Knee) J Eustace 3 8 U PatErttny 5 i 

5 00 STUIVEfinM (17) (Mraon Eqwie) W Uxr 3 B 11 ____J0ree ONbB 7 

G 0 TAHMtA (Z7) (H H Afp ttian) l Cirren 3 B 11 1 Dettori B 

7 4 UMBMiG DEPRESS p6) fl> G W W Ta») R flimgaong 3 8 11 BPrfcel 

-7dedared- 

EBTHa: »Tahare, 114 WntegBqmss, 3-1 4-1 tmpeM Scholar, 7-1 Fed No Fear, 20-1 

ShakwrioH, 33-1 A —itfl a 

1896: Keny ffing 3 6 11 A McQtare 94 tav (J Gosden) oraan (9) 9 on 
FORM GUIDE 

Thb Is a weak race wtth TAHARA the choice to Improve on her debut seventh n> Bacchus 
at Newmarket (6ft when she was the stable's second string id Listed Account (second). Warn- 
tag Express, a half -aster to recent Ascot tMnrw Tytaw, was in ftwa at ttes trip on her de- 
bia at heedquarters lira) the fodnaig day when ftjunh to Desert Track, brgietta) Sdiotar 
has proved very tusappotelirifc but Egad would certainly not be a surprise winner on her de- 
but - the filly coming from the family a> Jersey Stakes wavier Safly Rous. SetectfoiK TAHARA 

nrEni triform race card umtted stakes (class dj es^oo 

I.™! added lm 2f 7yds Penalty v^ue £3^420 

1 005156 B8NND0NJIia((2D(RPBlfidBdsan) lBaUng3811 LMtn)3 

2 005104 OOHIBIIMENT (26) (D) (C R Ndsoru J Kte 3 8 11 RMM4 

3 0-3205 DIMA8(299 |VY%rtnasti|p)RAMu93B9 SSatenl 

4 004 PRINCE DE LOR (Z7) U C Vteon) D COEROte 369 manners 

5 333-1 AUMIEWIGTniChateyPakSlud) WH3G8333S8 FLyockl 

-5dcdared- 

BETnHfc UrlBM ta LeaBier, 114 RBwrikxs Jack, 9-2 Contantnwrtf, 8-1 Btteati, 10-1 Prteec He toft 
1996: Trace^sMy 3 8 U G Carer 3-1 (S C HMams) dram IS) 4 on 
FORM GUIDE 

ALL M LEATHER is a IBy to touow after her impresshe retum-to-action at Woherhampion 
last week after a lengthy absence. Due. she may always He some cut in the groml. hence 
her aMfty to shins on Wolverhampton's sand, but she eas *f beet Lord Huntingdon's odds 
on Rutiand Cherniy, who had prewously shaped well at Windsor. Her Juvenie form wasn't at 
all bad. either, with decent placed efforts owr sewn furtongL AU in Leather g*s a tnp and. 
being by Sadden* Had. she promises to improve bb tha more. Brandon Jack ^nad his 
second win fo soft ground whan beatfog Stand Sanctuary a head at Goodwood n June and 
the pound was a lot faster here last trine when he finehed swh to TraceaNny. Content- 
ment s also exposed m handicaps and has been bearer: twice since his Windsor success 
Item Real Estate. Setectiore Ail JN LEATHER 


SANDOWN 




\ • ! COI.-KSIS Kl Sl.j-TS 

I nftQI 261 970 


HYPERION 

2D0 Uatftacti Z30 Hzzad 3US EsMiaai 3L35 Dane- 
fnt« Cavafier 4i)5 Always Lucky 435 Bolero KM 


GOING: Good Io SofL 
STALLS: Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High for5T A 7f J OQpte. 

■ Rfeja-harel, gaDopteg cocree wkhvefy sUB SL 

■ tUnrae « ImWoi town an AIO&t. Bos servra- from Bewrley 
sution THuD - ScarbatoqRh Unc) 2m. ADBUSSflON: Qnb SJO; TUr 
UraeflefiR; StawKngXI: Comae Enetarere £2. CASPARS:’ Free. 
BUNKERED FIRST TtMEsNonr. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Esfadnl (3 l 05) ma at 

Hirertock on Friday; St*rE«e(SX5) wooJrtKvskair On Seaday. 

LONG-DtSTANCB RUNNERS: Efiataal (0.05) A OTTbc Lake 
f3.35) sail 245 marabyJ Dmfop 6tifo ArewH W.aiss«t;Ho«e Of 
Glen (2-tWlntt 244 mites Iff B Prifflng Item Yandtms, S <Ui!n»- 

orgm. 

TOLL GAfEL SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS 

2aJ0] £) £4400 added 2m 35yds 

1 026132 BRCD^eaiCrtPFIIteMiteefeylllDO-SawBS 

2 204201 R*Z*® P) OT J J DTiaS 5 0 i-lo) JCmnflS 

3 353040 H0SEQFOB«WBW*®695 

a M«3 JQJUHVSE (8 A ttMtind 4 9 4 Iftrterelfl 

5 (Q5233 80UJTW(7)®nB- ! to«3S94__ BWntV 


E 460000 B.ND0 (24(D) DChepman 990 LCtemocfcll 

7 000-16 sm*snW(3a)(«(BF)SCVfl«m5B0^l«««il3 

8 043010 SUSWBARR(D)OTI*5MlfevdeyB813^ltadriy 12 

S -25602 JUMOR BSI (45) M Steady 5 8 6 NPoaerri(7)6 

10 0002 LUOBACH (40) J Eareftaw 683 DHanfsonB 

11 -00066 M>OUOIBlJIW(USA)(9)WMiHni4713 lQuri»9 

12 500344 SHPSIMNCSI(REfena4 712 HtaTtatfarlB 

13 00500 nHDREDGREEmB(2q JORs^rS 7 10 JtnMff7B 

ASrentm: weight: 7sr 10b. Tree Iwndkv welffK khtfieo Greewig 7a Sib. 
RETTING: 81 ttafbadi, 4-1 Bradessa, 6-1 Sudd Bar, 7-1 Satamstoa, 8-1 
Sti^i Qracer, 12-1 Faaslr, Bata Trip, 14-1 Ktrispoptto, 18-1 Junior Ben, 
2S-latta» 

rreQO|E.B.F WESTWOOD MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5£00 added 2YO ft»es 5f 

1 4 HZZSICUQM Johnson 8 U ftifctwtfi 

2 200 FOLHCRE (57) D inters 11 JtEMqrl 

3 000 6HnWWfl{31)lteNMBCWiey811 DHretsoarv 

4 20 U«nttMIJNEnX(lfi)JB9>y8U — TEDnon(3)4 

5 32 ONFM.WlTGasertffBU WJ(TCraoor3 

6 0 PftfOlEnE (26) i EeGeratt 6 u. — I Fortune 6 

7 0 SV0axm0WP2)VCatTXi6&ll LCTanweiiS 

-7 deetarad- 

BEnnta: UR MUore. 1S8 Rtzed. 8-1 OpepoO, 8-1 Lady Ana Uswr- 
Ick, lD-lStatelfFavcer, 18-1 Priotatte, 33-1 Gboreprai 


I re A£ ~ l RAPE) LAD HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7^00 
added lm2f 

1 2B22 BRU BUSHHI M KER (48) MaM Rewby 6 lOOSCPpp H 7 

.2 050020 HAZARD A GUESS (lfiHCO) D Hchols 7 6 6*lre Dwwc 8 

3 653312 IRkCEABUlY (IS) (D) (BF) S C Mfltens 4 9 5 1 Carr* 4 

4 5-2311 ESnUALRBA)(q(fftJDunl0p395l5e4 KDarieylB 

5 032551 CHEF MONARCH 03 B Smart 391 XEDmeoW3 

6 -53100 SMUWE03MBAIM (47) M W EestertTf 3 8 7.G PDItta (3) S 

7 301.111 MCGtiTCtiPtn'BfflCBfCO) Ericsa681Ba) BpRAterg 

B 133013 mtOECAWOCT TO M BnCa n6TU B a rte* 2 

BEmHft 5-2 Eribriaal, 4-1 McGRycnddy Rasta. 5-1 TaceaMty, 6-1 Hai- 
arti A tess, T-l 8% BratanEkar, 8-1 CMaf Moaacfi, 104 Heala Cam, 
14-1 Sandbag*** 

fooc] CHARLES ELSEY MEMORIAL HANDICAP 
{CLASS D) £5,500 added 2m 35yds 

1 -23041 SBH RAffi(4) (08 MJcfraon 7 10 5 (5oV JWriavcrB 

2 33-255 MUUCAH FUSE (6) (Oft MS S Larynen 4 9 4_J Ratew 7 

3 110643 nWCMBCAHEtfflRHofiftdlted494 J’FndtrittellJS 

4 -20611 UDrOF7HEtAKE(2Q{D)JDinap39 J KOfldpy# 

5 450033 ORHBM(CqTDtenan490 «a*etloyltat(B)3 

6 100145 lMREX LADf (13 (Q B Mhael 3 8 5 U Fatal 1 

7 143040 C0HSHDN0[13)SDa*483 FNartonA 

e 501404 AUIAH6E K (D) M Brutan 7 7 13 -8 Banteei 10 B 

9 50000 BARJUTOFTHEBUJE (8J W Ha®i 4 7 12 JQrim2 

10 BS2090 fflWIW»»KHlw3710^ — 4-t3wwk8 

-lOdedsttd- 

fiOTtife 10030 lady Of The late, 4-1 Star Rags, M Dirab, H Drac- 
h« Cavda, 8£ AiatargBh 10£ Safferey, 12-1 Lkdrldk lady, JtanMcan 
Hpti, BatontpafllHBe, 14-1 Cub Sbo No 


\ A re g l HOLDERNESS PONY CLUB CLAIMING 
STAKES (CLASS E) £4,100 added 2YO 5f 

1 512321 ALWAYS LUCW (IS? (WJBaiy BH PRobertegftl 

2 0 C&1E VEHIUtE (7) M Chanmi 8 8 I Fortin 3 

3 522524 P«5YCULSriH(lUiteLSBi*s67 DK«rtm2 V 

4 40 TMET0TBHE(2B)TEaaBtiyB7 LChmxkS 

5 0KU3 BURHEypWKmCDreer83 P Passey (3) 7 

6 6000 BUTZD4UWEasBby83 Data Bbsoa 5 

7 033660 ABSS BEVELED (B O M BrltPri n 7 13 G Bat te n 4 

BEnWft 7-4 A taay» ta cky , 13* PatayOteytt, 4-lBtemay P u fo T-lUn 
TUfore, 8-1 MSc Ventare, 14-1 Hra Batated, 16-1 Bttz 

PUNCH AND JUDY NURSERY HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £4,550 added ZTO 7T XOOyds 

1 E32143 BMBOIE GEOROE (24) (DICFarim 97 N Kandy 3 

2 1 32 DBdftlSA){22)fag04Aa1py96 C Carter 7 

3 04631 B0IEI»iaD(lQIDM4WExatay95 fiPwktal3)5 

4 43224 SAHJ1 SHKtE (3) J Werton 9 0 P Roberts (5) 4 

5 424 DAKEHFUrap^PHa<reB8 FNcrtoal 

6 005430 LORD OF LOVE (19) T Sattatiy 8 3 LCbaaodt8 

7 403063 PEHtA fl3) SF) J Wanuffl 8 1 KttadeylOV 

8 0400 BaWOHEgl) fej Ramadan BO- .--aBadae«9 

S 0034 SW6 FOR AC (15) R ffiBnsiead 7 13 MCtrtrie2 

10 0541 MSSIMMSIlSEJnmJJOiten 7 13(580-1* haey 0)11 

11 3006 (F MGBNS (28) R Bogs 7 10 lOteiB 

BEnwa 3-1 BotoffiKH, 5-1 Dew, W-Osadgl^tr, 8-1 EMnore, Ulee 
Uafo Sheet, WfamMflWqlr: 10-1 Saady Share, 12-1 Sing For He, loti 
OfUwo. 16-1 OWgfrs, 20-1 Pataa 


sport 

America’s 
long wait 
comes to 
an end 

Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 
reports from Plymouth 


The Star Spangled Banner was 
playing here yesterday to cel- 
ebrate the first United States 
win in the Admiral’s Cup since 
1969. It has been a long wait - 
but there was almost as loud a 
cheer for Britain’s John Mer- 
ricks and Ian Walker as they 
trounced their 36ft divisional ri- 
vals to end as the top scorer in 
their class over the nine-race 
series and make the classic 
Fastnet Race their first offshore 
win. 

The late charge by the de- 
fending Italians to deny the 
Americans for the second cup 
in succession foundered in ear- 
ly morning light airs and a lot- 
tery of a finish off Queen 
Anne's Battery for the 40-foot- 
ers. Italy’s Brava Q8 had led 
nearly all the way round the 610- 
mile course, but she could do 
nothing whefl stuck with the line 
in sight as first Germany’s Pin- 
ts and then America’s MX 
Cafe found some breeze and 
sailed straight past 

Brava Q8 finis hed sixth as the 

Italians had to settle for third 
place overall behind Germany 
as well as the Americans. Flash 
Gordon, from the States, was 
the top individual boat. 

“A year ago we were being 
presented with our Olympic 
silver medals in Savannah, both 
proud and slightly disappoint- 
ed," Merricks said “Today we 
are very happy to have achieved 
such an excellent result. It's 
been a huge transition in six 
months and we hope to move 
on to bigger boats - but this 
weekend we % to Israel for the 
470 World Championships." 

Other winning signs for 
Britain, despite finishing fifth 
overall and last lifting the cup 
in 1989, were the performances 
on Graham Walker's big boat. 
Corum Indulgence, and the de- 
claration by the 40-footer own- 
er, lony Buckingham, that he 
would be back in 1999 with 
more firepower. 

Having to be more philo- 
sophical were the New Zealan- 
ders, who went into the Fastnet 
lying second to America, took 
a team tactical decision to head 
off into the Channel last Sat- 
urday night, and dived embar- 
rassingly to sixth overaDL 

Results, Digest, page 23 


Veteran in 
fine fettle 

Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


Nelson Fessoa will be the oldest 
rider in tbe British Jumping 
Derby at Hidstead on Sunday, 
but the 61 -year-old Brazilian 
should certainly not be disre- 
garded on that score. He won this 
annual classic last year, just nine 
months after suffering a heart at- 
tack, and he says that he is fitter 
and more confident than he was 
then. 

Fessoa will again be riding 
Loro Piana 'Vivaldi, who has now 
reached lhe venerable age of 20 
and also belongs in the veteran 
bracket 

As usual there will be a 
strong Irish contingent for the 
meeting, which begins this morn- 
ing. It wifl include Capt John 
Ledingham, who is aiming for his 
third Derby victory at Hick- 
stead and his fourth overall. 

This week’s meeting was un- 
der threat of cancellation until 
Paul Schockemohle, three tiroes 
a winner of the Hickstead Der- 
by for Germany, lent his sup- 
port The mam class now carries 
a first prize of £24,000, com- 
pared with the £40,000 which 
Pessoa collected last year when 
Silk Cut were the sponsors. 


TODAY’S 

FIXTURES 


Fbotbafl 

7X0 uniass stared 



IpEwcti * Nonnch 0.0). 

FTHBMUft Crawley v Ciyoal FWace (7*5). 

Rugby League 

DIVISIONAL RSMBTSHB 1 LaacaMdra Post: 
Swmon v Keehlatr (730). Wut MAahtaa 
Poofc Barney v iUdenfleM (730). 

Speedway 

EUTE LEAOUE: losMrti v SwMM 17301. 
PRBHER LEAGUE: Stuftett vEdMutfi {?*&. 

Other sports 

BOWLS: EWBA National OanWtaBhps ILaon- 
te0DnSoa). 

EQUESIHlA MSte Skrawreptag Oaty Meeatar 

(HriJcsirad). 

6t^weamWoraatfi8ntehOpCTCSut^ 
fete); Brebft Md-Amatair Chtenpiansiup (Preg. 

TBMK: LTA Soteftto (WdnteK). 
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sport 



Johnson is 


made to 


struggle 


Athletics 


MIKE ROWBOTTOM 
reports from Zurich 


Michael Johnson, who bran- 
dished 1 a Superman outfit after 
retaining his world 400 metres 
title last week, looked as if be 
had been affected by Kryp- 
tonite last night as he struggled 
to hold off the challenge of sev- 
en mere mortals. 

The double Olympic cham- 
pion, rocking with the effort in 
the final 10 metres, recorded a 
time of 44 31 sec nearly a second 
slower than his best, to hold off 
his American rival Tvree Wash- 
ington who recorded 4438sec. 

Davis Kamoga, of Uganda, the 
world's silver medallist was third 
in 44.43, with Britain's Roger 
Hack, making his first individual 
appearance since returning from 
the virus infection which denied 
him an individual place in Athens 
fourth in 45.07 sec. 

The crowd chanted John- 
son's name afterwards, but for 
all his broad smiles it was a faint- 
ly desperate performance which 
underlined doubts about 
whether he has folly recovered 
from the injury that caused 
him to miss the US trials. 

Colin Jackson, a surprise sil- 
ver medallist at last week's 


World Championships, was un- 
able to close the gap here on the 
man who beat him in Athens, 
Allen Johnson. The American 
won the Weltklasse Meeting 
110m hurdles in 13.13scc.with 
Jackson back in fourth in a time 
of I330sec. 

Tony Jarred, who went out in 
the World Championship heats, 
gave a belter indication of his 
ability this time around by tak- 
ing third place in 1331. with 
Mark Crear finishing 0.01 be- 
hind his American compatriot. 

The race was preceded by’ a 
B version, in which Roger King- 
dom. the 34-year-old American 
who set a world record of 
l2-92sec nine years ago, won in 
13.36. He is one of a long line 
of athletes who have respond- 
ed positively to the combination 
here of financial incentives and 
intense spectator appreciation. 
The meeting, with its annual 
budget of £23 m. has the fi- 
nancial clout to make it virtu- 
ally obligatory for Ibe world’s 
leading athletes. 

Nlerlene Ottey, a particular 
favourite, raised the noise lev- 
el still further in the 100m as she 
held off the woman who beat 
her in Athens, Marion Jones, 
and her US colleague. Gail 
Devers, the Olympic champion, 
to win in 10.96 sec. 
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Brooke Bennett, of the United States, powers her way to victory in the 800m freestyle at the Pan Pacific Championships in Fukoka, Japan, yesterday , Photograph: Reuter 


Such ado as llott and Croft face inquiries 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Chelmsford 
Glamorgan 301-8 
Essex 303-9 
Essex win by one wicket 


The image of English cricket as 
a box of Milk Tray without the 
hard centres can seldom have 
come closer to being shattered 
than it has here over the last two 
days. But as both Essex and 
Glamorgan hold inquiries into 
the ill-tempered scuffle that 
marred the first day of this 
NatWest semi-final, there are 
those who feci the incident is lit- 
tle more than a by-product of 
playing hard competitive cricket 
One who clearly upholds 
that particular view is Stuart 
Law, Essex's Australian all- 


rounder and yesterday's man of 
the match in the home side's 
thrilling one-wicbei victory. 

"The incidents that have 
gone on in this match are part 
and parcel of the game back 
home," Law said yesterday. 
Speaking about the Croft/lloti 
argy-bargy (which culminated in 
no more than a shove) he said: 
“Wc see it as two players ex- 
pressing different opinions in 
the heat of the moment. They 
are not condoned, but as long 
as you don't see two blokes slug- 
ging it out, we tend to let them 
get on with it." 

Unsurprisingly, it was not a 
view taken by the England and 
Wales Cricket Board (ECBJ. In 
a statement from Gerard Elias, 
the QC who is chairman of the 
ECB's discipline committee, 
the board have asked the two 
counties to carry out inquiries. 


“Both counties are prepared to 
do so," Elias said. “And will 
hopefitlly issue a result by the 
end of the week." 

With Elias vice-chairman of 
Glamorgan, that seems to im- 
ply some fairly tough action and 
both players can probably look 
forward’to a fine in the region 
of £1,000. 

In a week in which England 
lost the Ashes to Australia, 
there have been several dia- 
tribes over first-class cricket’s 
lack of spine, not least by Nass- 
er Hussain, whose column this 
week, in a national newspaper, 
described the county game as 
“All matey and lovey dovey." 

However, speaking yester- 
day’. as acting captain of Essex. 
Hussain felt that the tie with 
Glamorgan was one of the 
hardest fought domestic crick- 
et matches he had played in. 


“Both sides were desperate 
to win," said Hussain, one of 
leading contenders for the Eng- 
land captaincy, should Michael 
Atherton decide to step down. 
“We need to have games like 
that as the excitement will bring 
more people to the game. 

“In fact the more you play in 
games like that, the more like- 
ly it is that a player can step into 
a World Cup final and be pre- 
pared for it. When I said we 
needed to be tougher, it was 
more a mental thing , nothing to 
do with verbals or fisticuffs. I ac- 
cept we can’t have pushing and 
shoving going on. But alter a 
long hot day, 1 feel it was an in- 
cident that people made a lit- 
tle bit of a deal of." 

Predictably, reaction to the 
match, particularly to the scuf- 
fle at tne end when llott ap- 
pealed against the light, has 


been split between the hyster- 
ical (the tabloids) and those will- 
ing to shrug it off (the players.) 

The incident comes at a bad 
time for Lord MacLaurin’s 
blueprint, particularly the high- 
ly supercharged one-day league, 
which will now be prey to all 
those who feel one-day cricket 
breeds obnoxious behaviour. 
To make that league financial- 
ly viable, MacLaurin is hoping 
to sell the league to television. 
However, television is what 
made the incident the ogre it 
never was, and what would have 
merely elicited an "Ooh" from 
the crowd m an untelevised 
match, has been replayed until 
its protagonists grew- heads. 

As llott pointed out alter he 
and Croft had made up with a big 
hug on the pitch: “Will someone 
please tell my mum it was noth- 
ing more than handbags at 10 


yards. She thinks Fve committed 
a crime against the state." 

With play r prrwnmffnrTno half 
an hour ' late after heavy 
overnight rain, Essex, needing six 
runs to win, took three from the 
five balls remaining of TCzqar 
Younis’s ninth over. But the 
drama heightened when Tim 
Hodgson, a recent graduate 
from Durham University, edged 
the first ball of Darren Thomas 
to the keeper Adrian Shaw. 

With three runs still wanted. 
Peter Such. Essex's No 11. 
strode to the crease. The pre- 
vious ev ening Such had joked 
that if he got to the middle he 
would either be a chump or a 
champ. With the help of one of 
Graham Gooch's old 3lb bats 
and a low full toss, it was the lat- 
ter, as Thomas's fifth ball was 
sent scuttling for four, and Es- 
sex were back at Lord’s. 


Sri Lankans allow 
opportunity to slip * 


TONY COZIER 


reports from Colombo 
Sri Lanka 332 and 415-7 dec 
India 375 and 281-5 
Match drawn 


Hemp helps Warwickshire to take command 


JON CULLEY 


reports from Edgbaston 
Warwickshire 342-3 
v Sussex 23-2 (after 8 overs) 


The second NatWest Trophy fi- 
nal followed the first in be- 
coming a two-day affair after 
rain hampered progress here 
yesterday. It will need rather 
more than the 11 balls bowled 
at Chelmsford yesterday to ob- 
tain a result when the contest 
resumes this morning. 

It' will also need a record- 
breaking performance if Sussex, 


who began the season in turmoil 
after losing half a team and a 
whole committee, are to become 
the most unlikely of finalists af- 
ter an unbeaten century by the 
former Glamorgan left-hander 
David Hemp helped Warwick- 
shire to a formidable total of 342 
for 3 in 60 overs. 

Sussex have chased runs with 
notable success in reaching the 
last four but will surely find the 
task they face here too much, 
needing to eclipse even the 
329 they managed to beat Der- 
byshire at Derby in the quarter- 
final. a higher winning total than 
any side batting second has 


achieved in the competition’s 
34-year history. 

Warwickshire will not be eas- 
ily deprived of a fourth trip to 
Lord’s in five years. They 
demonstrated as much yester- 
day after their opponents won 
the toss and chose to bowl but 
bad to wait 29 overs to make a 
breakthrough after Neil Smith 
and Andy Moles put on 130 for 
the first wicket 

It was a brave effort by 
Moles, who batted with the aid 
of painkillers and a reinforced 
glove because of damage to a 
finger, and it was hardly sur- 
prising that his 30-year-old part- 


ner should take the initiative 
with an exhibition of fine, ag- 
gressive strokeplay. 

The all-rounder, acting cap- 
tain in the absence of the injured 
Tun Munton and Nick Knight, 
struck a career-best 72 off 73 
balls, hitting 10 fours and tak- 
ing a particularly heavy toll of 
the former England fast bowler. 
Paul Jarvis, whom Sussex had 
rather hoped would be a frump 
card on a muggy morning. 

Jarvis was completely out of 
sorts, bis first three deliveries 
flashing to the boundary off 
Smith's bat as he conceded 24 
runs from his opening two overs. 


Indeed the first ball in each of 
three spells contributing to 10- 
over figures of 0-76 went for four. 

Smith fell to Rajesh Raok 
catch on the cover boundary,! 
after which Moles reached 56 off 
109 balls before be was leg before 
to \bsbert Drakes. For the most 
part Sussex bowled respectably 
well, especially Mark Robinson, 
who deserved a wicket or two to 
enhance his economy. 

But Warwickshire were full of 
runs, inconvenienced neither by 
two long stoppages - of three 
boors and one hour after a de- 
layed start- nor by anything in 
the conditions. 


Hemp combined with Do- 
minic Ostler (58) in an mar- 
vellous partnership of 142 in 22 
over for the third wicket, join- 
ing the assault on Jarvis in 
reaching a half-century in 54 
balls, then surviving an amayfnn 
sequence in which he was 
dropped twice on 54 and again 
on 60 before accelerating to 111 
off 93 balls, with sixes on Jarvis, 
Keith Greenfield and three in 
one over off Amer Air Khan. 
■ Allan Donald will receive 
South Africa's behest sporting ho- 
nour. the’gold medal, from Nel- 
son Mandela in the Presidential 
awards in Pretoria tomorrow. 


Neither team could find the re- 
sources to achieve victory on the 
final day and Sri Lanka and In- 
dia had to be content with yet 
another draw in the second 
and final Test here yesterday. 

Both needed a sense of ad- 
venture and a little luck if they 
were to make any impression, 
with India, 49 without loss, 
requiring 324 more over a min-, 
imum 90 overs in the day. 

They were put out of the 
reckoning with the loss of two 
wickets before lunch and a slow 
run-rate, and lost all interest 
within 10 minutes of the second 
session when their captain, 
Sachin Tendulkar, fell to an un- 
characteristic stroke that re- 
sulted in a skied catch after he 
had made only eight. 


At that stage the Sri Lankans 
were in with a realistic chance of 
a rare lest triumph, but were let 
down by their catching and 
gained only two more wickets in 
the day. They were held up by' 
Mohammad Azhaniddiir for the 
last three and three-quarter 
hours to be unbeaten cm 108. his 
19th Test hundred and his sec- 
ond in successive matches. Yet 
they missed two chances to dis- 
pose of him early on. 

He was 12 when off-spinner 
Muttiah Muralitharan. w ho had 
already accounted for Rahul 
Dravid and Tendulkar, put 
down a low two-handed re- 
turn. At 40, in the penultimate 
over before tea with the match 
still alive, wicketkeeper Ro- 
mesh Kohiwitharana let an edge 
off Sanath Jayasuriya's left- 
arm spin fall to" the ground. 

Before Azharuddin, only Ajay 
Jadqa played with confidence for 
73 before slicing to gulley off 
Sajecwa de Silva, but then Saurav 
Ganguly joined Azharuddin in an 
unbroken stand of 1 10. 


Reiffel returns home 


England’s hopes of claiming a 
consolation final Test victory at 
The Oval next week were lift- 
ed by both Paul Reiffel and Ja- 
son Gillespie being ruled out for 
the remainder of the su mm er 
Having already sealed the se- 
ries at Trent Bridge last week, 
Australia have little option but 
to play Michael Kasprovicz and 
Brendon Julian. ReiffeL, bro ught 
in for the injured Andy Bicbei, 
has returned home because of 


difficulties involved with his 
wife’s pregnancy, while Gillespie 
has aggravafed’a slight back in- 
jury and will not bowl again this 
summer. 

Darren Gough yesterday 
failed a fitness test on his in- 


- 
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flamed left knee and pulled out m 
of Yorkshire’s Championship 7* ' 


match against Hampshire to- 
morrow. He will now rest in the 
hope of being fit to play in the 
final Test. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


BT’s ISDN lines can send 
a document in less 
time than it takes 
to walk to the 
fax machine. 


NatWest Trophy 

Semi-finals 


Essex v Glamorgan 

CH&MSFORD: Essex beat Glamorgan fiy 


Essex non toss 

GLAMORGAN 3QL8 (60 overs; S P James 
109, PACottey 5*3). 


(Dvam&it 298 far 8. 53.1 overs) 

T P Hod&on c Shaw t> Thomas .2 

MC Boa not out 1 

PM Such not out 4 

Extras {M, fcfl. w6, nl>6l 22 

Tom (for B, gw sraj— — Jfl» 

ft® 1-150, 2-194, 3-195. 4-256, 5-2S0, 
6-288, 7-295, 8-295, 9-299. 

Bowfing ttfadan 12-1-64-2; Waqar 9-1-43- 
0; Thomas 12-0-74-5: Craft 12-0-47-0; 
Butcher 7-0-39-1; Dais 3-0-21-0. 
UmyOui: JCBBlrfaretone and DJ constant. 


SRI LAMIA - Second Innings 415 for 7 
dee <S T Jayasuraya 199, P Ads Silva 
120). 

fftDU - Second Innings 

(OvemWiC 49 tor 0) 

A D Jadeja c Atapaou b So l emn 73 

N S Skffmj c Jayasurtya b Vfeas 16 

R S Dravtd c Aspattu b Muralitharan 6 

•5 RTfenduflarc Sajeene b MuraftfJoran.,8 

M Achawddln not out 108 

S C Gangly c KaUvIharana b MnKhsvi .45 

fN R Monga not out 10 

Extras (M. to7. nb7) 15 

Ttatal (Tor 5, 100 ovars) 281 

Wfc 1-55, 2-75, 3-100, 4-138, 5-246. 
Did not bsh A R Kurnbte. A KuruvUa. B K V 
Prasad. O Moharty. 

BowGng Vaas 17-2-42-HrtHJ; De SBva 16- 
4-32-1; Muraltheran 35-5-96-3 lnb6); 
Pushpatamara 14-1-50-0; Jayaswtya 10- 
4-24-0; Jayawaraena 8-1-29-0, 

UnpiraK R Koercsn ISA) and B C COorsy 
(Sri Lanka). 


THtRE ARE PLENTY OF STAR NAMES IN THE PREMIERSHIP 

SHEARERBECKHAMFOWLERWRIGHT20LABERGKAMPFERDINANDSCR 

OLESSEAMANSCHMElCHELGIGGSCOLEBERGERMcMANAMANLOMBAF 

DOOVERMARSGINOLAPISTONESHERINGHAMBERKOViC 

Then aqain, there are 
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Warwickshire v Sussex 
EDOBASTOft Wanrickshfts bava made 
342 tor 3 hidings dosed. Tbdsy: KX30. 
Sussex vwn mss 
WNtWICKSHBE 

A J Moles tow b Drakes 56 

•NMH SMth c Rao b K NenneV 72 

0 L Hemp not out .111 

DP Ostler b Drakes .58 

T L Penney mx out 25 

Extras (B>9, wll) : -30 

TbM (tor 3, 80 overs) 342 

Fafc 1-130, 2-150, 3-292. 

DM aot baft DR Brawn, G Welch, A FGVes, 
tK J Pipes G C Srna*, A A Donald, 
nnwtog Orales 32-5-38-2; Jarvis 10-0-76- 
a RaMftson 12-1-34-0: ft Mowed 10-0-62- 
l: Wan 8-0-69-0; Greenfield 8-0-54-0. 
SUSSEX C WJAhe* K Greenfield. R K feo. 


SECOND XI CHAMPIONSWP (Fta 
tfarea un le ss stated; today 1ILDE 


stey: Vtoraesterehrre v MkkBesex: No play. 
Middle ton- ort-Ses: Sussex 190 (S 
Humphries 53; P M Rideway 4-32); lan- 
caerere 83 tor 2. Oakham School (second 
day of fwnft Wxkshrre 459 for 3 dec (M J 
Wood 168, R A Katdebaraush 173); Letcss- 
tershira 79-2. Ch este r > o -Street: Durham 
50 tor 1 v Nonhampunshira. 
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NUMBER 


103m 


RGfMDO 

£50m tiiTman 


K Newel. NR Taylor, M Newel. *tP Moores. 
VC Drakes. P WJarvfe. A A Wien. M A Robin- 
son. 

IfenpiraK J H Hampshire and K.E Palmar. 


BT ISDN is a digital phone line, for £80 Off connection 

Freefone 0800 800 800 


Second Tost 

Sri Lanka v ImSa 

CO L OMBO: M i trh Aaran. 


OfTER ENDS ia-10-87 ON UNES INSTALLED BY 0.1 1.97 


irKSa HOT) {D3S 

sra LAMU-Fhtlmn 232 (PA de Si- 
va 146; D Mohanty 4-78). 

MDH-Aat tank** 375 (S R'taxUkK 139, 
S CGMgWy 147; M UmMhaan 4-99). 


The nurrfoerof dotes [£B7m] 
sxer six jeans that basketball 
forward Kevin Garnett would 
earn, if he had signed anew 
contract offered .ty MireTeso- 
taTniBenwltfBs. Howwr, the 
21-yaar^d, who feat $2. Ire 
this season, turned it ckjwn. He 
wants-at least $132m. ' 
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Swedes make 
Rangers suffer 


Football 

KEN GAUNT 
1FK Gothenburg 
Rangers 


Rangers have a lot to do if they 
are to reach the promised land 
of the Champions' League. De- 
spite having the better of the 
first half, they ended up well 
beaten by IFK Gothenburg in 
last night’s European Cup pre- 
liminary round first leg match 
at the Ullevi Stadium 

Despite the absence of their 

inspirational captain Brian 
Laudrup, who has chicken pox, 
the Scottish champions took the 
game to the home side and 
carved out a number of good 
chances. Jorg Albertz cut 
through the Gothenburg de» 
fence after nine minutes only to 
steer his shot wide, then Gor- 
don Durie sbot just wide after 
Stale Stensas had set him up 
with a fine cross. 

Rangers continued to make 
the running in the early stages 
and Thomas Rave Hi was forced 
to race from his goal and bead 
the ball clear, losing his cap in 
the process as Jonas Thera 
tried to find Marco Negri. 

Rangers continued to dom- 
inate and must have gone in at 
half-time in good spirits after 


obtaining plenty of possession, 
pune was left bolding his head 
in disbelief when he missed a 
glorious chance, sending his 
close-range shot wide when it 
would have been easier to 
square the ball to Negri in the 
middle. 

Gothenburg were beginning 
to look uncomfortable under 
the weight of Rangers' attacks 
and they hastily cleared the ball 
for a corner after Tony Vidmar 
hadpicked out Alex Cleland. 

Cleland was booked for trip- 
ping Robert Andersson, and 
then Rangers were almost 
caught napping two minutes be- 
fore the break when Stefan 
Pettersson broke clear, only to 
hook his shot over. 

That was a warning for what 
was to follow in the second half, 
when Rangers were hit by two 
goals from the Swedish champ- 
ions in the space of three min , 
utes. The veteran Ffenersson put 
Gothenburg ahead after 55 
minutes, with the visitors guilty 
of some shoddy defending. 
Robert Andersson played tbe 
ball back to Pettersson and he 
rattled in a shot that thun- 
dered past Andy Goram, tbe 
Rangers goalkeeper. 

Rangers were still getting 
their thoughts together when 
the Swedes added a second in 
the 58th minute. Goram made 



" sport 

Britain to call 
on Goodway 


a valiant attempt to prevent Par 
Karissoo’s shot going over the 
line from an acute angle, but the 
referee, Vitor Pereira, ruled 
that Lhe goal should stand. 

Rangers were still reeling 
from that double blow when 
they could have gone 3-0 behind 
on the hour. Goram spilled a 
shot from Alexandersson and 
the ball appeared to trickle 
over the line - but luckily for 
Rangers the referee ruled in 
their favour. The worried visit- 
ing manager, Waller Smith, 
made a double subsu'tution af- 
ter 68 minutes, bringing off 
Negri and Albertz and replac- 
ing them with ADy McCoisi and 
Ian Ferguson. 

Gothenburg were buoyant 
after going two goals ahead and 
again almost grabbed a third 
when Karisson found himself 
clear in the area, only to knock 
his shot over the lop. The third 
goal arrived two minutes from 
the end, though, when Peter 
Eriksson, a substitute, com- 
pleted the scoring. 

VK GottMnbuf: RaueiM: Johansson, Einng- 
maifc Lucie, Magnusson. AJeendersson, 
Penereaon. InAqutsx. Karisson, R Anden>son, 
A Andersson. Substitutes: Jaretov, Henri les- 
son, Eriksson. Maitnssor, Tench, Etezram, 
Svensson. 

RafUEBfK Goram; Ctetand, Stensas. Pwrini. 
Bj&'ktasd, Them, Gascn&n, Neei. Albertz. 
Dune, vidmar. SubstiMes: Snekfera. Fer- 
Sisan, Modus*. Moore, Muter. Gattuso, An- 
dersen. 

Referee; V Parana (Rxtusm. 
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Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD . 

Andy Goodway, the former 
Oldham, Wigan and Great 
Britain forward, is set tobe in- 
stalled as the Great Britain 
coach for the series against 
Australia in November. 

Goodway has emerged as 
favourite for the job after 
months of deliberation by the 
Rugby League’s technical 
director, Joe Lydoo. 

Lydon is to make a recom- 
mendation to the -League s 
board of directors, who ww dis- 
cuss it next week before the of- 
ficial announcement However. 
Goodway is likely to have the 
backing of its chief executive, 
Maurice Lindsay, who signed 
him as a player for Wigan and 
has been an admirer of his 
coaching. . 

Goodway has not achieved 
noticeable success at chib lev- 
el and was sacked as coach at 
Oldham earlier this season. He 
was persnaded to take the job 
of coach at Paris and has sta- 
bilised the position there to the 
point where the club now looks 
likely to avoid relegation from 
Super League. He is poised to 
beat his old Wigan team-mate, 
Andy Gregory, to tbe top job. 

Lydon, however, has already 


said that he favours a team ap- 
proach to the task and there 
could be other appointments to 
complete the line-up. A League 
spokesman would not confirm 
or deny any names yesterday, 
saying that an announcement 
was scheduled for early 
September. 

Bobbie GouJding has been 
sacked as captain of St Helens 
amid speculation of differences 
with their coach, Shaun McRae, 
and fellow players. Goulding 
missed last night’s World Club 
Championship play-off against 
Paris because of the illness of 
his baby daughter, but the side 
would have been led in any 
event by Chris JoynL 

The St Helens chairman, 
Eric Ashton, said: “The board 
of directors and the coach have 
discussed Goulding's position 
and we have derided to remove 
him. I pTcfer not to expand on 
that.” 

The club has also transfer 
listed Ian Pickavance at his 
own request and said that it will 
listen to any offers for another 
forward and first-team regular, 
Chris Morley. 

The meeting of the Rugby 
League Council next month 
will discuss the imposition of a 
50 per cent salary cap and 
limiting each club to 25 full-time 
players. 


John Barnes walks Into his new home at St James’ Park yesterday 


Photograph: PA 


Murdoch’s cash offer 


Blackburn lead the 
chase for Kennedy 


Redknapp may put Rieper move on hold a PP ea,s to riva ® ARL 


Blackburn Rovers are likely to 
lead the chase for tbe Liverpool 
winder Mark Kennedy, who 
put in a transfer request earli- 
er this week. 

The 21 -year-old Dubliner has 
spent two years at Anfield with- 
out becoming a first-team regu- 
lar. If Liverpool agree to let 
Kennedy go. Rovers can be ex- 
pected to bid for his services. 

They can certainly afford 
him, having raised £13m by 
selling seven players since Roy 
Hodgson’s arrival - £10m in the 
last week. Kennedy, who cost 
£l-5m when he arrived from 
Mill wall, is expected to cost 
around £2m if Liverpool decide 
to let him go. Blackburn may 
face opposition from Wimble- 
don, wbo tried to sign Kennedy 
in the summer, and may renew 
their interest. 

Arsenal’s Patrick Vieira and 
Matthew Upson have been sus- 
pended for three matches after 
tbe Football Association re- 
ceived official notification of 
their dismissals against PSV 
Eindhoven In a pre-season 
friendly in the Netherlands on 
30 July. 

The bans start on 25 August, 
which means they will miss Ar- 
senal's north London derby 


Escape act 
by Henman 
checks Vacek 

Tanias 

Tim Henman will meet Brett 
Steven in tbe second round 
of the Pilot Pen International 
in New Haven, Connecticut 
after his amazing escape against 
Daniel Vacek. The British 
No 1 was one set, 4-4 and 0-40 
down on his serve before com- 
ing through to beat tbe Czech 
4-6, 7-6, 6-4. 

“After the way I have played 
: in the last couple of weeks I 
wanted to make sure I played 
more consistently," Henman 
said. “I preferred to stay back 
more and give myself bigger 
-• margins of error." 

British No 2 Greg Rusedski 
within three places of Henman 
in the world rankings at No 24, 

. faces America’s Jeff Sabenstein. 
y Next year’s Wimbledon 
prices for each day, from Mon- 
day, June 22, to the final day on 
i Sunday, July 5, have been in- 
p creased by one or two pounds, 

- except for “People's Saturday” . 

This is the middle Saturday 
V where most prices have risen 
from £32 to £33 for Centre 
Court seats, but an additional 
. number of Centre Court seats 
> will be sold at the reduced 
/■ price of £25. '■ .•••. 
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with Tottenham five days later 
and two other matches. How- 
ever, Vieira may still escape sus- 
pension after the FA agreed to 
forward video evidence to their 
Dutch counterparts. 

Arsenal produced film of the 
match believing Vieira was un- 
justly treated, and the FA 
spokesman, Steve Double, said: 
“We have forwarded it to tbe 
Dutch FA, who can now show it 
to the referee and ask him if he 
thought he made a mistake. If he 
says he was wrong, Vieira’s ban 
will be lifted.” 

Tony Adams pulled out of a 
reserve game yesterday be- 
cause he was still suffering 
from a rib injury, but Aisene 
Wenger, the Arsenal manager, 
said Adams should still be 
available for Arsenal's game at 
Southampton on 23 August but 
it will be at least anotber 
month, however, before Mar- 
tin Keown is fit to return. 

Premier League officials have 
arranged to meet their leading 
continental counterparts on 10 
September to discuss problems 
with fixture congestion, but a 
League spokesman yesterday in- 
sisted there were no plans to 
break away from Uefa, Euro- 
pean football’s governing body. 


Marc Rieper’s projected £2m 
move to Celtic could be delayed 
if the West Ham manager Har- 
ry Redknapp decides he needs 
further reinforcements before 
the deal can go through. 

' The 29-year-old Danish de- 
fender was expected to make 
Lhe switch from Upton Park to 
Parkhead before tomorrow's 
European signing deadline. 
With Redknapp securing David 
Unsworth from Everton on 
Tuesday in a swap deal with 
Danny Willi ams on, it appeared 
the way was clear to release 
Rieper - but the Hammers' 


manager said: “If he goes IT1 
need to bring in someone else. 
Unsworth was never meant to 
replace him. It's still a possibility 
Marc will go to Celtic." 

Redknapp, who has lost Ju- 
lian Dicks and Richard Hall to 
injury and Slaven Bilic to Ever- 
ton. does not want to lose 
Rieper, but he knows the Dane 
could leave for nothing at the 
end of the season. 

Rieper is still in the dark. He 
said: “It’s flattering to be linked 
to Celtic - but I have not spo- 
ken to them and the club 
haven’t told me anything.” 


Crystal Palace have com- 
pleted the signing of the versa- 
tile defender Neil Emblen from 
Wolves for £2m. subject to a 
medicaL The Bromley-born 26- 
y ear-old has signed a four-year 
contract and k the most ex- 
pensive player ever to leave Mo- 
Jineux. He said: “I’m delighted 
to be joining and I’m looking 
forward to the challenge of 
playing in the Premier League." 

Northern Ireland heard yes- 
terday that their World Cup 
qualifier with Albania on 10 
September will be switched to 
a neutral venue - but they still 


do not know where. Football’s 
international governing body. 
Fife, said the derision to move 
the match was taken by tbe 
World Cup organising com- 
mittee because of the unstable 
political situation in Albania. 

• The Albanians had to play 
two of their earlier home 
matches, against Germany and 
Ukraine, in Granada, Spain, but 
no firm decision has yet been 
made about where the meeting 
with the Irish will take place. 
Fifa’s action follows reports of 
disturbances at a domestic 
match in Albania last weekend. 


Dellas becomes Blades’ second Greek 


Sheffield United have recruit- 
ed a second Greek player in 
their drive for promotion to the 
Premiership. Thuanos Dellas, a 
21-year-old defender, signed a 
three-year deal yesterday from 
Aris Salonika and joins the the 
summer signing Vassilis Bor- 
bokis at Bramah Lane. 

The Greek Under-2I in- 
ternational captain has cost 
United an initial fee of 
£300,000, which could rise to 
£700,000 depending on ap- 
pearances and performances. 

At 6ft 4in, he could prove to 
be a towering presence for the 


Blades in their effort to gain 
promotion from the First Divi- 
sion- Tbe club's caretaker man- 
ager, Nigel Spackman. said: 
“He has a lot to learn about the 
game but he has a great future 
in front of him and all the at- 
tributes to be a great player and 
that's why we have taken a 
chance in signing him 

“He is still young and al- 
though I have not seen him live, 
I have watched plenty of videos 
and I feel he wfll be an asset to 
us and he will fit into the 
English game.” 

Dellas speaks little English 


but will be taking lessons with 
the £750,000 right-back Bor- 
bokis, wbo has scored in bis first 
two appearances for the Blades. 

Chelsea’s Frank Sinclair has 
been charged with misconduct 
by the Football Association for 
dropping his shorts in celebra- 
tion of his goal in tbe 3-2 defeat 
at Coventry last Saturday. 

Steve Double, the FA spokes- 
man, said: “frank Sinclair has 
been charged with misconduct 
and he now has 14 days to re- 
quest a persona] heating.” 

The Rangers striker Brian 
Laudrup will miss Denmark’s 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Nicholas aims for home win 


Britain's Alison Nicholas and 
Nancy Lopez .of .the United 
States renew their rivalry, after 
their epic encounter in the US 
Open m Oregon last month, in 
the Weelabix British Women’s 
Open which begins over tbe Old 
Course at Siinrungdale today. 

Nicholas, wbo came out cm top 
in America, is one of 10 former 
winners in the field, including tbe 
American defending champion, 
Emilee Klein. There are 22 of the 
top 30 world-ranked players in 
the strongest -ever field for the 
championship. 

Lopez has 47 wins in her re- 
markable career and is no 
stranger to Sunningdale, where 
she won tbe European Open in 


1978 and the next year. Annflca 
Sorenstam, from Sweden, Aus- 
tralian Karrie Vtehband Britain's 
Laura Davies, the top three 
players in the world, will start as 
favourites to win the title. 

The British Open is an omis- 
sion from Sorenstam’s portfo- 
lio, which includes back-to-back 
US Open victories in 1995 and 
last year, and the Swede is de- 
termined to improve on her sec- 
ond-place finishes in 1994 and 
1995. Webb won at her first at- 
tempt two years ago at Woburo. 

Tlus week also marks the be- | 
ginning of a new career for the 
Scottish pair. Janice Moodie 
and Mhairi McKay. Members of 
last year’s winning Curtis Cup 
side, both are making their de- 
buts as professionals. 
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Axmencs 

GRAND PRK (Zurich, Swft) Aten: 400m tar- 
dteK 1 L Herbert (5AJ 48J54sec; 2 D Knacs 
(Hun) 48.79; 3 J Mudi (Cz Rep) 4026. Dta- 
cu*: 1 L Riedei OGerl 68.84m; 2 V AieAna (UtM 
68.44; 3 A Setfff (USl 66.14. 


AMERICAN LEAGUE* Seattle 3 Milwaukee 5; 
Boston 2 Teas 12; Ctewfemd 7 Debut 4; Bto- 
vrare 8 OeHsnd 0; New YHH Vbntaes 4 Kaneas 
Cay 6: Toronto 9 Minnesota 1; Cheap Whim 
Sok 8 Anatefen 5, 

NA3KMN. LEAGUE: Sen freraaco 7 Cramati 
3; Atlanta 2 PoistuEh 5; Houston 13 Honda 
2; St Loud 5 New York Mels 2; Colorado 0 
PtdadeiphB 5; las An gles 2 Ctilcag> Cute 4; 
San Dn 8> 6 Mormon! 4. 

Bowls 

SECOND TEST MATCH Scotland Undar-25 v 
Australia Under- 2£ (Bannockburn): Pain 
(Scotland ptayaro firaQ: M Dumont and G Do- 
ntortson tost uT Somendta and B Dupraz 11- 
23; A Bougi and M Stentouse lost TO P Hainan 
and T Bern 19-21; D Burnett and C Falconer 
lost to M Brown and G WBs 18-19. Sfaftore 
Bumrat to 21-9; Dwwart bt SomeraJJe 

21-4; DonoMEon lost m Karmen 17-21: Sten- 
house Bated Bam fad 9-19 (unfirashed). Fal- 
coner (rated Wife 11-14 (urfmEhed), Roufti 
lad &wn 15- 11. AusuaBa dectorerf n*nera 4-2 
jrtrr sxronttai rain, ifmmdei and Hftxnlng ftuft- 

ed tet Urn sfrtffes matches. 

ENGLISH WOMEN'S NATIONAL CHAMPI- 


21-1 7: Y Webo (RACS Gravaaand) bt Y Woodook 
ISt Austen 21-20; D Jackson (Broadway) bt K 
Lees (Rougban, Wits) 21- 10; C Nash (Hun&r- 
kxd) bt C Hoeey (Slotted and Pitt, Somerset) 
21-10; A Cm Dungs Heath, WartaJ bt I Cadwefl 
(Matmosbum, «®tsi 21-1® E Moma IFeltfiam) 
bt E fack (Bedford) 2l-l£; N Shew (Norton) M 
M WeUefiton (Ktepondga Part. Dam) 21-14; 
N Edttsds (BncfeMiHy) bt J feaac&m (Otv of 
CambrWfjJl 21-11; L Green (Shepshad, Lucs) 
bt A Taytar (baadury, NortumbertaraS 21-6; 0 
Stoctes (Hen Gardens, York] bt J Cnxafl 
(Mansfield) 21-19; A Anderson (Wxxfiand, 
Dumami M K Havort (HaffieM) 21-18; M Pnoo 
(Bumftam, Buds) bt C Haney Waton, CUnboa) 

21- 7; M White (HatBai0i, Sulfeftj bt V Newscn 

rP»tBrtorou9> and Monet) 21-17. IHptaa 
... pwdM ni y round: Swindon 

blSbuOi borne. HamosMe 
Somerset (5 Nictate) 
MM>invu. >wuu>n(Y Bason) 16-12; Ut- 
ttesen. Woroeswahre (S Hemnind) bt Cambridg) 
Chesterton IB Rolph) 21-12; Cticheaw Pnory 
(WAdarre) bt South Derbyshire (J Roberta) 16- 
14; Orion) CSC (S- Leon) bt tares (P Proud) 

22- 16. Run, sunLfinafc Btectane*. Der- 
bKtae (G Hanesl bt March Consavanes, Cam- 
brefffshlra (D mm 27-10; Field Placs, 
Wtortrtng (W Dantes) bt Waomnstor Braddey, 
Northerns (M Gearoy) 21-15. Final: BtedweH 
bt Field Place 17-15. 
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Obree back in the saddle 


ill 


I'- 1 *** , LIVE COMMENTARY 

0891 881 485 


V 1 -" 


-yyST-Jf P\i‘, 

“ .rH* ■ i 

y* 1 "' . < / ' 

■ r .r ..»«• 

-■.p ■ 


ROUNDUP 

0891 525 075 


Cydtag 

Three months after retiring 
from competitive cycling, the 
twice world champion Graeme 
Obree is beading for Australia 
and the World Track Champi- 
onships, writes Robin Ntcholl. 

The Scot has been persuad- 
ed to race again after quitting 
the sport he rocked in 1993 by 
setting a world hour record oh 
a home-made bike. " 

“My retirement was gen- 
uine,” Obree said. “I was told 
that I should not have retired 
so soon, and when the World 
Championships were men- 
tioned I was keen. 

“I actually stopped in May, 
and I did nothing until 15 July 
when I was persuaded to start 
training again. My form, came 
back so quickly I was surprised. 
I am getting stronger week by 
week.” 

- Obree gained his title repu- 
tation in the individual world 
4,000 metres pursuit champi- 
onships of 1993 and 1995, but 
at the 27-31 August champi- 
onships he is named for the 


team pursuit, contested by 
groups of four. 

A virus wrecked his 1996 
season. He failed to qualify at 
the Atlanta Olympics. Later 
Obree withdrew from the de- 
fence of his world title at Man- 
chester, three years after taking 
the sport by storm. 

Hk influence on bike design 
had the Union Cycliste In- 
ternationale, the sport's gov- 
erning botfy, rewriting technical 
regulations as riders adopted his 
ideastowinOhmpicaiKlworid j 
golds. Twice his innovations 
were outlawed in the UCTs 
quest to get back to basics. 

Yvonne McGregor, like 
Obree a former world hour 
record holder, goes for the 
women's 3,000 metres pursuit 
with high hopes of success af- 
ter her recent World Cup vic- 
tory over Antonella BeUutti, 
Italy’s Olympic champion. 

GEMT BRTOUH (WOridTrecfcO f StaM tafe. 
Part*, w AnsbaBa, 27-31 AafUct) mwk 
4£00m positt R Haytac: 4jDOOn Iren 
art B SM J ttfc M tfenKMh. G Oms; Knifes: 
uladbon- StoeL Ciav; Ntauwti* tfcm tiM C 
Modoc IUMb P Jacques; fflyraufc sprint C 
Hoy. C Peroual, and Mactaan. Won* 
and 500 wa n Bare tMWBmai; . 
pormfil V MeGiegpt; Point* me* S Bopfen. 


champirntrip. pnaUnHy roundt R Dunbar 
(Area. Haiwsrtre) M R Luciar-Sman (Dunmow, 
EegoO 21-20; S Brown (Abmgion Part) bt C 
Mogre (Midear Beane, SouawJic) 21- IS; L 
BertngteU (SlxxJdteni. Natte) bt J fctapm 
(Prabus, Comaan 21-14; D Hanlon (Efinam) bt 

W Oetes ptoes. HerefcRktan) 21-7; 

(FbHxeumi and Sirttota bt I Frofte (SeBjonre. 
London) 21-18. Hrat roonrt □ Ptair iSele Fom- 
om. Hens] bt D Dunlop IBDRon) 21-18: S Dnv 
bteby (Bourne Town. Lines) bt B Stubim 
IPckenrap 21-U: N CndeB (Barton t day. 
Beds) bt hMateMiffttftastet Road. Ufara) 21- 
16; HWM South Deroystate btJ Jones (East- 
nor, HeratanEO 2117; j Hereto (St Lawrence, 
Nort*) bt F Hamer (Brtonj 21-jjj: m Fagence 
(RnaohiH. Sunsy) btH Baton (OdeicnO 21-13; 
E Retctw (Poole Prey fat M Tars OMrenesti) 
21-11; C Ansn (Petwtorou^i and EMstrtcO bt 
’ ” _ <1 21-11; JLevttt (Stony Stret- 

fcnfltcJ lee (CaerQow. Gtaucs) 21-14, R Green 
(Birtett, lees) bt C Petasen (Cofort C A C3 
JGrecn (Vfca Mcc»s) bt D Gmptel [Kart 
ley CC. Kent) 21-12; M Osborne (St Neots) bt 
W line (Southampton) 21-B; A ManwamgtOv- 
lonl CtOMP Symons. (HaT^aon. Su m bs) 


Manchester City’s Coca-Cola Cup fast 
round second teg with Blackpool at 
Maine Road has been brought fonvand 
to Tuesday 26 Au&st and win be tele- 
vised live by Sky Sports. 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Scottfafa t wpe 

ton#* CUpSrat round (conactadrauNa): 

Fife 1 (Djc 114) St Moen 0 (after ertra 
timet: StonhnreenUr 1 (Hendasm 1D6) Ire- 
n^ton 1 CUmjfi U6) (net LMrigston wn S- 
4 on penaAto^. Aron I nere re w Oorebi ae fioB 
Hu NiUok Qyaa( Paeco 2 Smncton 2; Wa- 
tred l Mrrttedon 0; Most Hem 4 Queen's Pwfc 
Raneos2. Beta Coa p raOia t nai y raaad flat 


Group One World Cup quali- 
fier against Bosnia in Sarajevo 
on 20 August because he has 
chicken pox. The same match 
marks the return as captain of 
his brother Michael, who suf- 
fered a knee injury in April. 

“Brian Laudrup has been 
told by his medical adviser that 
he will not be able to train again 
for a further 10 days after his 
chicken pox, meaning he will 
have to miss the Bosnia quali- 
fier," the Danish FA said. 

Stockport County have 
signed the Hamil ton centre-half 
Martin McIntosh for £100,000. 


Motor racing 

The Italian Formula One driver Jamo 
Trulli recorded the fastest -ever lap at 
Mugteflo In Italy yesterday In a Prast- 
Mugen-Honda. rrulli clocked lmin 
2 5. 120 sec while testing at the TUs- 
cany circuit, beating the previous best 
of 1125.252 set by Michael Schu- 
macher's Ferrari in April. 

Pools 

Utt tow po dt i Tmfato chance: 24ptc 
£122.029-45. 23 £481.90. 22 £37.95, 21 
£13-15. Hter-tfaae: 22pt> £S,G4a7a Four 
draw: £16.00. Mne boews: £760. FN> 
■ways: £4,646X0. 

Vernons; treble cfrencec 24pts £13,834.40. 
23 £24^30. 22 £4UO. Slew toot* £1085. 
Promtor 30 £175.00. 

Brtttrew: Trebta dance: Upt* £1.75030, 
23 £87.50. 22 £6l50. Foot tern* £2080. 
BOrt borne# £2.30. Five u ro ya £40.20. 
Zetterre Treble chance: 24pte £4,629.10, 
23 £76.70, 22 £485, 21 £L20. Fow dtm 
£25.00. ElOrt Hotom £2-20. Four aways 
£28-80. Three ttaare £13^0. Fair 
£46XB. Lucky numbon 19 21 29 30 12 31. 

Rugby Union 

MoGetey have slg-ied Andy Goliln^, a 
wlhger and fuB-bick, from New Zealand 
province North Harbour. The 26-year- 
Old has also played representative rug- 
by for the New Zealand Combined 
Services and is expected to make his 
debut hi Satuda/s Merely against Birm- 
ingham and Solihull. 

England, the reigning women's World 
Cup champions, was beaten 67-0 by 
New Zeeland yesterday. 


Rupert Murdoch is prepared to 
spend a further AusJ350 million 
(£1 63m) over the next five years 
to unify rogby league in 
Australia under the Soper 
League banner. 

According to reports in two 
Murdoch-controlled newspa- 
pers yesterday, the cash injection 
would double his investment in 
seeking a controlling financial in- 
terest in rugby league in tbe 
sports strongest playing nation. 

The offer, conditional on the 
Australian Rugby League dubs 
agreeing to join a merged com- 
petition with Super League, 
will be tabled at talks between 
the two ruling bodies tomorrow, 
Sydney’s DaUy Telegraph saicL 
“This offer will confirm 
Rupert Murdoch’s desire to 
make Super League work de- 
spite expenditure since 1995 of 
more than AusS300 million,” 
the newspaper said. 

The additional funding 
would be divided between 14 
dubs in an dlite league, a con- 
dition that, if accepted, would 
force several existing dubs to ei- 
ther merge or risk bang left out 
The 12 ARL dubs are ex- 
pected to consider the unified 
competition plan later this 
week. 

Murdoch launched the 10- 
team Super League in March in 
direct competition against the 
established ARL Premiership, 


(It) 94.-0528; 4 Genoa Express 2 (NZ) 
94:12:27: 5 Thomas I Pimm [Gert 9439-.ll; 
B Jameson (lISl 94:43:51: 7 Mumcn-a-Mw 
(Scan). Final overall eta W n f: 1 United 
States 148.50 ports; 2 Germany 166.00; 3 
bay 1G%50; 4 Aufiala 172J3; B Groat Brtam 
180.0ft 6 New Zealand 182.13; 7Scandnaw 


JansherKhan, the world champion, has 
been struck down with a fever in 
Helsinki en route to the 1997 World 
Games in Lahti, Finland. The 28-year- 
old Pakistani developed a sudden 40- 
degee fever during hte stopover and was 
advised by doctors not to compete m 
the tournament. 

Swimming 

EUROPEAN CHAMWOWSWPS (SWto. Sp) 
C ol o c tod results: Water polo: Wonmn's 
group B: Netheriands 21 Great Bntati 3. Sya- 
cft ro wl— d nHmnlnp Solo toohnlcnl pro- 

rearaoK 1 0 Sedatowa IRus) 97-BdX 8 G 
Mamaon (G8) 87.960. DMnp Man's «» 
netra bored: 1 A ktets IGert 342.21pt& S 
M Sfacmon (GB) 317.73; 12 AAn (G8l 2B9E9. 
Top 12 quafffy tor today* semt-Bnak. 

Tamils 

CANADIAN OPEN (Toronto Wonon's slntfes, 
Gnt round: M Saw (Japan! M I Sprite (Rom! 
4-6 6-3 6-2; K Po {USl tt N Tauaat fFn 6-1 
7-6; N Kfymua (Japan) bt B Schuttz- 
McCarlhr (Nctti) 6-« 2-6 6-3; M ttrteew (Bufl 
fat K Habaxtova (Stowki 6-3 B-3; J Capflao 
(US) bt S Fama (It) B-4 6-3; L Raymond (US) 
bt A Glass (Gan 6-2 6-1; A St^yama Uapan) 
bt E Cal lens (BeO 6-4 6-3; N Arendt (US) bt 
H SUWwa ECz Rep) B-2 6-4; N Sawamacu 
(Japan) bt C Rlfcn (US) 6-1 6-4; Y Etasuta (Wol 
bt S Weinwa (Cz Rert 6-3 6-0. Secoad round: 
M Setae (US) bi A Cartoson (See) 6-2 6-4: M 


which fielded 12 dubis, mainly 
in Sydney. Since the split", 
crowds and television ratings in 
the states of New South Wales 
and Queensland, the sport's 
heartland, have plummeted, 
prompting both sides to enter 
compromise talks. 

Murdoch’s News Ltd the 
Australian arm of News Corp. 
has screened Super League 
matches on pay television in 
Australia and overseas. ARL 
matches have been shown in 
Australia on a rival pay televi- 
sion channel. Optus Vision. 

If a unified competition 
emerges next year, it is expected 
the ARL would ran the league 
on a day-to-day basis while Mur- 
doch's News Ltd would retain 
ultimate financial control 

In Britain, Sir Rodney Walk- 
er is considering his future as the 
chairman and director of the 
Rugby League. Following yes- 
terday's meeting of clubs to 
discuss issues facing the game 
prior to a meeting of the League 
Council on 3 September, Sir 
Rodney revealed that he was not 
certain to seek re-election. 

Sir Rodney said: "I am con- 
sidering my future. Whether I 
stand again or I am asked to 
stand for election depends on 
things that happen between 
now and 3 September as well as 
people’s reaction to proposals 
and ideas we discussed today." 


Perce (Fri bt S Jeyaseeian iCani 6-1 6-1; C 
Martinez (Sp) bt Y Yoshula U-ipam 6-3 3-6 
6-1; A Huber IGen bt F Uba (Are) 6-2 6-1; 
S Appebnans (Bel) bt A Fusai (Fn 6-3 6-3. 
ATP INTERNATIONAL CHAMPKHIStflPS (Now 
Havre), Com) Find round: S Sar^an I Arm) 
bt M Rosset (SmU 4-6 6-1 6-3: J Sateens em 
(US) In D Caldwell (US) £-2 6-4; S Dosedel 
(Cz Rep) K B MacPhle (US) 6-1 4-6 6-1; B 
Steven INZ) toJ Courier (US) 6-2 6-2; W BtacA 
dm) to D Surayrohw IBuD 64 6-1: J Sanchez 
(Sp) to M BhupoUn (totf) 6-2 6-7 (6-8) 7-5; 
Saeond round : T Henman (G8) K D Vacek 

(Cz Rep) 4-6 7-6 6-4; Y Kafelnikov (Rus; to 
C Mamm lUSi 5-7 6-1 6-3: P Hwda (C: Repi 
to J-M GamUU I US I 6-3 6-3. 

GHI BRONX CLASSIC (Now Yoik) Han's stn- 
ejes. first round: D Maievassai tier) bt J Alon- 
so (Sp) 6-1, 6-2; A Rexftel lUSi to M Daniel 
l Bn 6-1. 6-2: B Btenort (Ausj U G Etfe iArO 
6-4. 6-0: □ Win 015) bt K UUyen ISA) 6-4. 
6-2; T EJ Sony (Eg] W G Mwomura Uapan l 
6-1. 6-2; M lee (GB) U G Tntu iBomi 3-6, 

6- 4, 7-5; W McGuire l USl to J Crabb (Ausi 

7- 5, 4-6. 5-2: G Poza (Rt to E Cauio (Bon 
6-L 64); Q Munoz iSpi « G Caras, (fin) 
6-3. 7-6: M Maclagan IG8) to E Gomes (BO 

6- 4, 3-6, 6-1. Wornon-s dagfem, flret round: 
E de Lone (US) bt M Lamare (Fn 6-1. 6-4; L 
Horn (SA1 M M Shou($inessy (US) 6-3. 4-6. 

7- 6; L Schaerer (Pan H S Sirntfi iGB) 6-3, 
4-6. 6-4; C Dtem (Fr) bt L Wood otto (GBi 
6-0. 6-2: S Pltschke (fin) bt J Angvr (US) 
6-1, 6-4; A Cochatetb (Fn bt K Cross (GBi 
6-3, 6-4; M Wem^tner (Gert bi T Saiga] (US) 
6-0, 6-1: M Endo (Japan) bl K Tns>a tSnei 
6-3, 6-4. 

UA SAlEimE (Worthing) Men 1 * rin£ss, mc- 
ond round: C VWIdnson iGB) bt A Pamer I Audi 
6-4 6-4; P Hand (GB) K P Mag? iGB) 6-2 6-2: 
L Bouroeots (Aus) to G Naiehar rind) 6-1 7-S: 
C Snd (Aus) to A Pamar (GB) 6-2 6-3; J Short 
al (Nd) to V Ventetsatfiavan rind) 4-6 7-6 64: 
S Swart lAus) U R lad (USA) 6-4 3-6 7-6; J 
Fok (GB) bt A Wtt (US) 62 6-3: N Gould (GBI 
bt A Foster (GBi 6-4 6-4. 


feC Neuchitel Xamax (SmKJ 3 VftrtgStavenggr 
g«irt ft PAOKSefcnca Krt 5 Spam* Tmara CSto- 
wfa) 3: KR Reytonfe Ooe) 0 OR (taste (Grt 0: 
Jtafatonec (Cz tap) 1 Oreort (S«c) t ftpeat (Hut) 
0 Aartus (Dert) 0. kdartota Cop Bate rotate flat 
tor MSV Ditetakg. (Gert 0 Aunira (Fi) a 

Ice hockey 

The London Redskins have withdrawn 
from the English League for the 
1997-98 season. The management of 
Streatham Ice Arena have been unable 
to aiarantee the provisfon of seats and 
facilities at the venue. 


AD MKAL'SCU P (Plymouth) 

2 Flash Gordon (US) 83£6£9: 3 RBrenuffln 
(Aus) 84:06:42; 4 Ftobln XIV (Gar) 872li20; 
6 Investor (Scan) 87fi235{ 6 Oorum Indul- 
gance (08) 80:05:14; 7 Numbers (NZ) 
§9:49:36. ILC 40 daw 1 Pinta (Get) 
SOMM: 2 UK Cafe (US) 90:0250; 3 Easy 
Oars (GB) 9003:40; 4 Mean Machine (NZ) 
9004:16; S STtet (Aus) 9ft(StoB; 6 Brava 
08 OU 90KK34; 7 Ftem W (Scan) 9tk0a34. 

linn 38 decs: 1 Bredamame (GB) 
93.-06^9; 2 Sea CAub] 93.-1833; 3 Breeze 


REGISTER THIS SATURDAY 

Win the ultimate prize 

-***vii A trip to the 1998 World Cup Final. 


EVENING RACING RESULTS 


HAMILTON 

GOO: 1. SANDSDE £P Roberts) 5-4 far. 
2. Oriel Ori fr4; 3. N^ere Prtoccss 40- 

1. S ran. sht-Nd, 4. (I Berry). Bite: £380; 
£110, £1-30. Dual forecast: £1.10. Com- 
puter Snto^it Forecast; £288- 

6130c 1. NATURAL KEY {A Mackpy) 11- 
2; 2.Ttitu Sbdystx 20-1; 3. Mster West- 
oouid 8-L 3fi ren. 5-1 fw Henry The Hawk. 
’A. l’A. (D Haydn Jones), fete: £8JJft £1.40, 
£2^0. £1-90, £8J.O. DF: £61.40. CSR 
£107^40. TOcaa: £845-95. Trio: £224.80. 
TOO: L WWNEBAGO U (terming) 10-1; 

2. Pbfeirist 9-2; 3. Bade Bfou 5-L 9 ran. 
4-1 fov Kemof. 2V*. 4. (C Thornton), hk 
£1990; £3.70. £180. £2-20. DR £81.60. 
CSP. £468afrt2SC £219.78. TrIK £13290. 

SANDOWN 

545: LEtnOBOK BOY (C Cane) 10- 
1: 2. Zamahit 12-1; 3. Cherokee Flight 
10-L 14 ran. 7-2 fovThertiea (4th). htf, L 
(A Jams). UK £17.70; £4^0. £3.80. 
£2m Dft £108-80. CSR. £113.45 Tta- 
05t; £75017. TnK £404.40. 


645: 1. RAI8E A KING (G Cartert 7-4 Itoc 
2. Storm FromUie East 2-1; 3. Loch Ldrd 
9-2. 9 ran. 4, 1. 0 Wlteyne). Wk £390; 
£130, £130, £130. DR £250. CSR £446. 
Tta £240. 

£45: 1. TURGENEV (S Sanded 10-1; Z 
Ste0e P eri lou s 7-2; Zteppatt 8-1. 8 ran. 
5-2 (tor Badge of Ran* (4th). 3, ’/•- (H Bas- 
wrtan). »e £10.40; E2J00, £130, £2-00. 
DR £15.70. CSR £40.25. Tflcaac £269^7. 

7JS: i. MRASAH (R HUS) 20-1; Z Cape 
Cross 8-11 (nr; Z Crimean Tide li-Z 6 
ran. (*, 2. (R Armstrong). Tote: £12.10; 
£3.00, £1^0. DR £8.70. CSR £33Ja2- NR: 
Space Race. 

■ Gay Kelleway unleashed a po- 
tentially good youngster at Sal- 
isbury yesterday in tbe shape of 
Soviet Bureau who beat Dark 
Moondancer by a length and a 
quarter for the Isle of Wight 
Novices Stakes under Kieren 


Fallon. “This is my star,” Kelle- 
way said. “He is the first horse 
I have ever altered for the Der- 
by as he beat all my good hors- 
es like Russian Music at home. 
“He’s in the Royal Lodge at As- 
cot next month but Kieren told 
me to take my time with him so 
I definitely won’t be rushing 
him,” she added. 

Judge Derek Lever took 15 min- 
utes to separate Harmonic Way 
and Inchtina after they had 
flashed past the post together at 
the end of the Sandown Maid- 
en Stakes. Lever eventually 
called Harmonic Way the short- 
head victor. 
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Woods at the double 

Masters champion goes after 
his second major, page 21 


ill 
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Hemp in command 

Left-hander puts Warwickshire 

on course for final, page 22 ...... 


England pair settle their differences the morning after the nig ht befoi v 




i 
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Glamorgan’s Robert after Essex* one^ctet victory in the NatWest Trephy —Mil yesten^. The 

the players went off for bad light with Essex only six short of victory but with eight wickets down 


Barnes says sorry to unhappy Hammers 


Football 


John Barnes yesterday signed for 
Newcastle - and then apologised 
to West Ham for originally Idling 
them he would move to Upton 
Park. Kenny Dalglish has signed 
ihe former England winger on a 
free transfer, just over 10 years 
once the then Airfield manager 
look him to Liverpool from Vvht- 
fbrd for £900,000. 

Barnes, 33, has signed a two- 
year contract and will be avail- 
able to play in the Champions' 
League if Newcastle get 
through the qualifying round 
against Croatia Zagreb. 

Barnes said: **I was very close 


to joining West Ham. And be- 
fore I heard of the interest from 
Newcastle I was virtually certain 
! was going to join them. 

“But once I had heard of 
Newcastle coming in I explained 
the situation to Harry Red- 
knapp. I wouldn’t have liked to 
have gone to West Ham with the 
thought in the back of my mind 
I had not given myself the op- 
portunity to talk with Newcas- 
tle and I explained this to Harry. 

“I said to him I couldn't be 
totally committed to West 
Ham... and he accepted the sit- 
uation. The way it has happened 
it has left me in a very unfor- 
tunate situation and I will apol- 
ogise to West Ham over the 


whole thing, the way it was ac- 
tually done.” 

Barnes was attracted by the 
chance of playing European 
football with Newcastle, and 
Redknapp has refused to criti- 
cise turn for his decision. Barnes 
said: “I felt for myself, for my 
family, for my piece of mind, 
and also, to be fair to West 
Ham, I really had to take this 
decision to come to Newcastle. 

“As far as I am concerned and 
as far as Harry is concerned, 
who 1 have spoken too, it is not 
much of a problem. I don’t be- 
lieve Harry has gone public to 
criticise me. He is disappoint- 
ed and rightfully so, it has come 
out badly, but Harry and I are 


still friends as far as Fm con- 
cerned-" 

Barnes said he was delight- 
ed tha t Dalglish was giving him 
a chance at St James’ Park, and 
insisted he can still play an im- 
portant role for Newcastle. 
“Newcastle is a huge dub, a big 
stags and I still believe I can per- 
form at the very highest level,” 
be said. “I believe I have stiD got 
a lot to offer Newcasde, or airy 
chib, but I wish to thank New- 
castle for giving me the oppor- 
tunity to continue my career at 
the highest leveL 

“I am coming to a dub with 
a wonderful squad, J have much 
to offer but the Newcastle play- 
ers here do also individually and 


collectively. Kenny is an excel- 
lent manager - just look what 
he has done at both Liverpool 
and Blackburn - and hopeful- 
ly what he is going to do here 
at Newcastle. Every dub now 
needs a strong 18-man squad 
and this is the aim here. They 
have wonderful players here.” 

Barnes added he was not sur- 
prised by Newcastle’s approach: 
“It didn’t surprise me, laill have 
confidence in my own ability.” 
The transfer was announced in 
a statement to the Stock Ex- 
change which said: “The Board 
of Newcastle United announces 
that John Barnes, who has been 
offered a free transfer by Liv- 
erpool Football Club, has 


signed a two-year contract with 
Newcastle United. No transfer 
fee is payable to LiverpaoL” 
The 73-times capped England 
player could make his debut in 


United's next Premiership fix- 
ture, at home to Aston Villa on 


ture, at home to Aston Villa on 
Saturday 23 August, before re- 
turning to Anfield with his new 
team-mates on Sunday 31 Au- 
gust. 

The Hull City team-mates 
Gregor Rioch and Neil Mann 
are to get a ticking-off to add 
to their re Dow cards after squar- 
ing up angrily at one another in 
Tuesday's Coca-Cola Cup 
match at Macclesfield. 

The pair . whose antics came 
on the same night as a similar. 


better publicised push-and- 
shove on the cricket pitch at 
Chelmsford, are to get away 
with just an admonishment 
from Hull's new manager, Mark 
Hateley. 

Hateley win not be too hard 


on his two players, even though 
they were both embarrassingly 


they were both embarrassingly 
booked for the incident in the 
firet-leg 0-0 draw. “I have de- 
cided that I won’t be fining them 
for what happened,” the former 
England international sakL “In 
some ways it's nice to see that 
sort of spirit and commitment 
inthe side. What I did was give 
them both a telling-off in the 
dressing room afterwards, and 
you can be sure it won't happen 


again. But I think fines is going 

a bit too far." 

The incident happened in the 
Hull penalty area when the 
pair fell out m a row about de- 
fending a cross. “The lads were 
both laughing about it when 
they came off, so there's no 
long-term problem - team spir- 
it is clearly good,’’ Hateley raid. 

Rioch, 22, is the son of for- 
mer Bolton and Arsenal man- 
ager Bruce - a fierce competitor 
himself in his playing days for 
Derby and Aston Villa - and 25- 
year-old Mann's father is the 
'former Scottish player Arthur, 
who played for; Manchester 
City. Notts County and Mans- 
field in the 1970s. 


m m 
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Sydney braced for blood testing 


Olympic Carnes 


Sydney’s Olympic Games drugs 
chief is prepared for the possi- 


ACROSS 

I Mount, second, lost 

lead (4,4) ... 

5 Is Heruy absorbed by 
dance piece? . (6) 

9 Cowboy feature pic- 
ture about origin of 
Laramie (8) 

10 One gawping, begmn- 
rier losing time (6) 

II A capital character (8) 
12 Ruffle representative 

bound by policy (6) 

14 The type to harbour 
many a grouse? (10) 

18 Take that! (10) 

22 Grave’s the end (6) 

23 C lassifi es British bats 

• (8) 


24 Ornament (Oriental, 

• 1 \ _ ■ _ A.L.. 


we hear), quietly 
trendy (6) ■ _ 

25 Free house around 8 

East, note (8) 

26 Tbok off after game, 

got moving (6) 13 

27 Musical partnership 
(without ‘Cats’) 

SparB W$N 

1 Scrape with rasp round 16 

, e j* . J 


of merit (6) 

Swell parly set up on 
base (6) . JjjJ 

Subtly balanced, artist’s 20 
source of light (10) 

Busybody in time gets 21 

more insolent (8) . 


Dance involving sailors 
with very good energy 

harden space for allot-, 
ment was inaccurate, 
mostly (8) 

You’ll need energy, it’s 
said, moving miller's 
grinder (6-4) 

One running off after 
second athlete (8) 
Regarding lode as a 
defence (8) 

Light appearance of 
some iron, well- 
wrought (8) 

Mark of stress (6) 

Treat chappie with 
drink (6) 

Like birds in the trees 

( 6 ) 


chief is prepared for the possi- 
ble introduction of blood test- 
ing in sport in time for 2000 but 
says followers of the Jehovah's 
Witness religion are providing 
the major hurdle. 

Nicki Vance, the head of the 
Sydney Organising Commit- 
tee, said his team would be pre- 
pared for any advances in drug 
testing but admitted that blood 
testing was an issue requiring a 
decision by the International 
Olympic Committee on moral 
rather than scientific grounds. 

“There's been some research 
done and it appears from my 
reading that Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses may be the only group 
that have a problem with blood 
testing,” Vance said yesterday. 

“The Muslim religion ap- 
parently does not have a prob- 
lem with it. That's one thing 
we'd obviously have to take into 
account - not only the scientif- 
ic issues but also any kind of cul- 
tural or health issues. 


“It's a lot different taking a 
blood sample with a needle 
than taking a urine sample - 
even though that may be more 
embarrassing it’s not necessar- 
ily affecting their health in the 
same way.” 

Mince said her role would be 
to provide the infrastructure to 
support the IOC’s doping com- 
mission, which was expected to 
take about 2000 urine tests 
during the 2000 Olympics. Syd- 
ney has an lOC-accr edited lab- 
oratory, unlike Atlanta which 
needed to upgrade for the 
Games. 

There were troubles with 
technology in Atlanta, where the 
High Resolution Mass Spec- 
trometer made a controversial 
Olympic debut. Five samples 
which turned up positive on the 
machines for anabolic steroids 
in Atlanta had to be discarded, 
and the head of the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Fed- 
eration doping commission, 
Arne Ljungqvist. said last 
month that the method was not 
100 per cent reliable. 

Vance admitted that the war 


against performance-enhanc- 
ing drugs was a difficult one to 
fight. “It's unfortunate of course 
that athletes to try to find ways 
to cheat the system and as we 
catch up with incorporating 
things lute out of competition 
programmes to compete with 
anabolic steroid use we are 
now looking at substances 
which are impossible to find in 
the urine with the current tech- 
nology. 

“Now there may well be new 
technology that finds ways to de- 
tect these substances in urine or 
they may find that the new 
technology requires blood sam- 
pling. We will have a blood test- 
ing contingency plan so we will 
be right on top of that issue.” 

Vance said the Sydney labo- 
ratory had one High Resolution 
Mass Spectrometer and would 
purchase “a couple more" for 
the Olympics. She said the key 
was to be ready to use whatev- 
er technology existed at the time 
of the Games and to keep track 
of advances in testing for drugs 
more contemporary than ana- 
bolic steroids, such as human 


growth hormone (hGH), ery- 
thropoietin (EPO) and testos- 
terone. EPO and hGH cannot 
be detected by standard urine 
tests, while there is confusion on 
how to judge excessive testos- 
terone. 

Women’s water polo, canoe 
slalom and trampolining are still 
in contention for the 2000 
Olympics, organisers said yes- 
terday. The Sydney Games 
Sports Commission chairman, 
John Coates, said he support- 
ed a six-team women’s water 
polo competition if the number 
of players in each men’s squad 
was reduced from 13 to 11. He 
said the international water 
polo governing body had agreed 
to the move. 

Slalom canoeing can be 
added if the New South Wales 
Slate government decides to 
contribute funds to a proposed 
venue. The International Ca- 
noeing Federation and the lo- 
cal governing body where the 
site is planned have agreed to 
contribute to the venue. 

Coates said the Sports Com- 
mission had derided to support 


canoe slalom's bid manciple. 

Tramp olining mi ikrne held in 

what was schedulers a rest day 
in the gymnastics. The SOCOG 
general managesror sport, Bob . 
Elphinston, said all three sports 
probably needed to win ap- 
proval from the International 
Olympic Committee at next 
month's Session in Lausanne. 

Japan’s Olympic officials yes- 
terday selected the city of Os- 1 
aka,-' the commercial bub of 
western Japan, as the nation’s 
candidate to stage the 2008 
Olympics. Osaka, which is 255 : 


•E 


west of Tbkyo, estimates sp = 
it will cost £950m to stage the" ”■ . v 

games over 17 days from 25 July i> <• 

to 10 August. The city, Japan’s - ■ 1 

third largest, has a populatidq f. - 
of about 2J5 million. The In-'-Mlli e- -■ .. - 


third largest, has a population 
of about 2J5 million. The Jxh 
tcmational Olympic Committee 
is to decide the hostfor 21X18 in. 
2001 . 


'■'lag" 


In 1964 Tokyo became the- 'Zf.u 
first Asian city to host The fi^t _ 

mer Games. Sapporo, a city in ‘ rjv-A r | *1 

4 


mer Games. Sapporo, a city in . . 
northern Japan, held .the 1972 ■- 
winter games. The 1998 Winter 
Games will be held in the cen-"- 
tral Japanese city of Nagano. •• 


Townsend turns down Bath and may join Cardiff 


8 




Rugby Union 





Gregor Ibwnsend, the Lions 
stand-off, yesterday rejected a 
six-figure offer to join Bath. 
Cardiff are now favourites to se- 
cure the Northampton and Scot- 
land player's services. He has 
promised them a decision by to- 
day, having met senior club of- 
ficials earlier this week: 

Bath would have added 24- 
year-old Townsend to a back di- 


virion that already includes the 
England international trio of 
Mike Catt, Jeremy Guscott and 
Phil de Gianville. But they could 
Dot guarantee him the No 10 jer- 
sey, which is why he has become 
unsettled at Northampton where 
Paul Grayson bolds tiiit porition. 

“This has got nothing at all 
to do with money,” Bath’s as- 
sistant coach, Clive ‘Woodward, 
said. “He wants to join a club 
who can guarantee him the fly- 
half position, and unfortu- 


nately, we could not do that-" 
Cardiff s offer is a rumoured 
£500,000 over three years, with 
no transfer fee involved. There 
is an apparent clause in 
Townsend's Northampton con- 
tract which slates that the 
Saints will not receive any 
money if he joins a club in an- 
other country. But Northamp- 
ton are likely to oppose his 
proposed move all the way. 
With their multi-mill in nair p 
owner, Keith Barwefi, wa rnin g 


that High Court action is a pos- 
sibility; 

Swansea have put a £lm 
price tag on their Wales and Li- 
ons centre. Soon Gibbs. And the 
All Writes warned off 
Northampton, who are keen to 
reunite 26-year-old Gibbs with 
his Lions coach, Ian 
McGeechan, at Franklin’s Gar- 
dens for the new campaign. 

London Welsh have an- 
nounced a £500,000 cash injec- 
tion which could herald the start 


of another golden era at Old- - 


John Taylor, signed official dpo- 'i 
uments yesterday following 
weeks of discussion. 

Around 1,200 dub- jneffij: 

bers will also . be invited to 
take. up a share option jn'fba- 
new London Welsh pkv*it%- 

that venture. 
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